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Ever wonder why she’s holding a light? 
For a great smoke, take a few liberties. 




Finally, a welcome sign for people who smoke. 
Call 1-800-494-5444 for more information. 


© Philip Morris Inc. 1995 

15 mg "tar." 1.1 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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Little Touches 



We began as a retail pharmacy in the Hillcrest community 
of San Diego when there were no FDA approved medications for 



HIV/AIDS. When 
prescription drugs 
became available, 
we were the first to 
serve the communi- 
ty. This pioneering 
experience has made 
us understand the 
importance of little 
touches. Hands-on 
services that mean a 
great deal to you. 

Now that 
we’re a national 
mail-order pharma- 
cy, we haven’t forgotten what we learned. You told us you want- 
ed help - to cut down your hassles and watch out for your inter- 
ests. So, that’s what we do. You simply call and give us your 
physician’s name. Then you get on with life, while we touch all 
the bases. 

First, we get your prescriptions and refills from your doctor. 
Then, we verify your insurance coverage, handle all the billing 
paperwork, and deliver your prescriptions to your door overnight. 

We help you get the 
maximum benefits you 


PRIORITY 

PHARMACY 


deserve - including 
many you may not even 

know about. We help you guard against side effects and drug 
interactions by monitoring your prescriptions and advising 
your physician. 

If these little touches make a big difference to you, call 
1 - 800 - 487 - 7115 . You’ll find that Priority Pharmacy understands 
and cares. 


1-800-487-7115 • 3935 First Avenue * San Diego, CA 92103-3015 
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Letters 



“Roseanne’s selection 
entrenches the stereo- 
type that straights are 
more capable.” 


Straight line 

Taking nothing away from the ac- 
complishments of Roseanne or the 
pain that she has endured and tri- 
umphed over, I feel she was an 
extremely poor choice as The Ad- 
vocate's Person of the Year [“Her 
Life as a Woman,” January 24]. 
What about Margarethe Cammer- 
meyer, Tony Kushner, Armistead 
Maupin, Guinevere Turner, or 
Melissa Etheridge? 

Roseanne’s selection entrenches 
the old stereotype that gays and les- 
bians can do all of the good in the 
world but it is still not enough- 
straights are somehow more capa- 
ble, more desirable. There are many 
more who are truly committed to 
equal rights whom you have passed 
over for someone who has chosen 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgen- 
der equality as her cause du jour. 

Paul Morris 
Tacoma, Wash. 

Substance abuse 

“Red-baiting Brings Gay Movement 
to a New Low” or “Character Assas- 
sination Now Sanctioned by Award- 
Winning Magazine” would have 
been better headlines for your article 
on Melinda Paras [“Paras Is Burn- 
ing,” January 24]. Your coverage of 
the controversy accompanying 
Paras’s appointment as the National 


Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s exec- 
utive director was an open mike for 
anyone with a sexy sound bite in- 
stead of a responsible piece of re- 
porting. Ethical journalists do not 
elevate rumor and innuendo into 
fact without looking into the motives 
and sources of the accusers. 

The controversy around Paras 
brings into sharp focus the fact that 
there is both a right and a left wing 
to the lesbian and gay movement 
and beautifully illustrates the inter- 
nalized homophobia that allows us 
to waste all of our energy cannibal- 
izing our own. But The Advocate 
chose not to probe these or any 
other issues of substance. 

Holly Pruett 
Portland, Ore. 

One tall man 

Thank you for the wonderful cover- 
age of Edward Albee [“The Out- 
sider,” January 24], He is truly one 
of this country’s best playwrights and 
deserves recognition and honor. I 
find inspiration in the fact that he 
feels his vision of life is richer be- 
cause of the fact that he’s gay. 

Robert Martin 
Seattle, Wash. 

Cuban love songs 

I was sorry to see The Advocate align 
itself with the U.S. government’s 36- 
year-old war against the people of 
Cuba by promoting tired slanders 
against that nation in the January 24 
article “Crisis in Cuba.” Pve been to 
Cuba six times, and my observations 
differ markedly from your writers’. 

The Cuban revolution guarantees 
food, shelter, free medical care, and 
education for every human being, 
gay or straight, including those with 
HTV disease or AIDS. The contrast 
with life here in the United States is 
obvious. 

Although there was initially some 
international controversy over the 
sanatoriums as a tactic to combat 
AIDS, many public health experts 
and AIDS activists in the United 
States now agree that it has been 
the most effective program in the 
world. And while your article grudg- 


ingly notes that residence in a sana- 
torium is no longer mandatory, the 
writers fail to mention that the dem- 
ographics of AIDS in Cuba are dif- 
ferent from those here: The majority 
of Cubans with AIDS and HIV dis- 
ease are heterosexual. Therefore, 
there is no antigay component to 
the sanatorium policy. 

Teresa Gutierrez 
National Coordinator 
International Peace for Cuba Appeal 

New York,N.Y. 

The assertion in your story that “gay 
activists from Cuba were virtually 
shut out from participation in the 
Center for Cuban Studies seminar” 
is wholly inaccurate. The Center for 
Cuban Studies arranged many 
meetings with government officials 
over the course of the extended trip. 
At each official meeting Cuban les- 
bians and gays were present and 
fully participated in the exchange of 
ideas and dialogue. 

Troy Fernandez 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Suzanne Shende 

New York, N.Y. 

[The editors reply: Indeed, activists 
did participate in the center’s seminar. 
An error while editing resulted in the 
statement printed^ 

You’re in the Army now 

As an Army reservist with several 
extended tours on active duty in the 
past two years, I was left with very 
mixed feelings by your article 
“Dazed in the Military” [January 
24], While I am glad that The Advo- 
cate has remembered to report on 
military members on the anniversary 
of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, I 
am very concerned that the ex- 
tremely limited experiences it covers 
will falsely convey to your readers 
that they needn’t worry about the 
treatment of gays and lesbians in the 
military. 

I can assure you that in my unit 
the actions you report, such as invit- 
ing one’s lover to unit events or 
sporting a pink-triangle bumper 
sticker on one’s car, would result in 
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40 years ago, color screens 


ushered in a new dimension 


in television viewing. Today 


JBL would like to introduce you 


to the next dimension: full 


color sound. Of course, you've 


probably already experienced 


it since our surround sound 


system can be found in nearly 


70% of all new movie 


theatres. But now wi 
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iCK AND WHITE? 


created a home version called 

m '■ ,r 

SoundEffects. Hook it up and 


you’ll feel helicopters circle 

overhead. Biindside blitzes will 


have maximum impact. Even 


a kiss will feel hotter. Ask your 


JBL dealer for a SoundEffects 


demonstration. And see how 


colorful TV can sound. 


! JBL 


MAKING WAVES IN SOUND 


Clockwise from top left: Our stereo satellite speakers put you in the middle of the action, not just 
in front of it. For dialogue there's our center channel, where whispers are as clear as screams. 
Another satellite speaker to round out the set. Our subwoofer, for the pitter patter of dinosaur 
footsteps throughout your house. For the name of your nearest dealer, call 1 800 336-4JBL (4525). 

JBL is a registered trademark and JBL SoundEffects is a trademark of JBL Inc. «• 1994 JBL Inc. H A Harman International Company 


RANDEE ST. NICHOLAS 



“What made Etheridge 
rich is her talent as a 
musician, not coming 
out as a lesbian.” 


immediate investigation and dis- 
charge— and maybe worse. “Don’t 
ask, don’t tell” hasn’t made one iota 
of difference. 

Contrary to what your article im- 
plies, harassment is a daily fact of 
life for anyone suspected of being 
gay. The debate over the ban has 
made this worse. For the past year 
nearly every man in my unit has 
been wrapped up in proving that he 
is not gay, and the way they do so is 
to constandy make “faggot” jokes, 
speculate about who is gay, and ha- 
rass those whom they suspect. 
Women (like me) who turn down 
the sexual advances of these inse- 
cure buffoons are labeled “dykes.” 
My platoon sergeant, first sergeant, 
and commander are aware of this 
harassment and have even been 
present when it has happened. In- 
stead of stopping it, they have toler- 
ated it or even joined in on occasion. 

Name withheld by request 
Washington, D.C. 

Millionaire acres 

In 1994 I heard, saw, and read more 
about Melissa Etheridge than I had 
in the six years since I bought her 
first album. Fm glad she took 1994 
and made it hers and agree with the 
statement in “The Year in Reviews” 
[January 24] that she is a lesbian 
role model, but I take exception to 
the caption accompanying her 
photo, which states that “coming out 
made her rich.” 


If coming out alone were enough 
to make someone rich, Fd be a mil- 
lionaire by now. Perhaps in Eth- 
eridge’s case it has far more to do 
with her talent as a singer, song- 
writer, and musician. It was after 
people heard her music— not after 
they heard she was gay— that they 
went out and bought her CD. 

Shannon Boyd 
Carmichael, Calif. 

Criminal act 

I was initially disappointed and then 
appalled with your decision to add 
the name of a convicted serial killer, 
Jeffrey Dahmer, to the list of indi- 
viduals from our community who 
passed away in 1994 [Deaths, Janu- 
ary 24]. Why acknowledge this 
man? His acts terrorized many and 
horrified all. I stand in tribute to the 
other fine men and women you 
chose to honor. These people are 
worthy of our grief, love, respect, 
and many fond memories. 

Jon Landstrom 

Santa Fe, NM. 

Just a phase? 

As a political science major at Mon- 
mouth College in New Jersey in the 
early ’80s, I was very proud to be the 
founder of our Republican club, 
chairman of Monmouth County 
Youth for Reagan, vice president of 
the New Jersey College Republicans, 
and an intern on Capitol Hill to Rep. 
Chris Smith (R-NJ.). I felt my affilia- 
tion with these groups would enable 
me to feel like the respectable young 
man that I was told by society I 
could not be, owing to my “choice” 
of being homosexual. Thank God, as 
I got older and found that I de- 
served the same respect as anyone 
else, regardless of my natural orien- 
tation, I discovered that the Republi- 
can Party was increasingly being 
overrun by hateful people who 
would never accept me or anyone 
else who was different from their 
ideal of the stereotypical male. 

It is this background and knowl- 
edge that cause me such disbelief 
that followers of Rich Tafel and the 
Log Cabin Republicans could be- 
lieve for one moment that they will 
have any influence or impact on this 
new majority party [“Mood Swings,” 


January 24], Tafel and his ilk should 
work bard to get past their insa- 
tiable need to be “one of them” and 
realize that no one is going to come 
to them to help get a bill passed. 
The men they so much want to em- 
ulate hold them in disdain. I hope 
that after finding self-worth, these 
poor souls will get past their insecu- 
rities and grow up as I did. 

Steve Magliaro 
Houston, Tex. 

Intolerance 

As a marginal people we should 
value tolerance of diversity and ex- 
pression above all other facets of so- 
cial character. Yet in each new issue 
of The Advocate, some reader ex- 
presses the antithesis of tolerance. It 
seems that queer expression should 
offend neither Filipina nor Hindu 
and that queer diversity should ex- 
clude both heterosexuals and drag 
queens. Do we really want a world 
of conformist tranquillity? I don’t. 
Intolerance is the weapon of a mar- 
ginal people’s enemy. 

Elliot Cruz 
Centerville, Utah 

Lesbian on board 

Driving home from visiting my fami- 
ly over the holidays— my first Christ- 
mas with them since I came out two 
years ago— I was in a mood full of 
despair and reflection (my family is 
still struggling with my coming out). 
Somehow I was jolted by a passing 
black Mitsubishi with Texas plates 
displaying a pink triangle, rainbow 
flag, and Ann Richards bumper 
stickers. In that moment I realized 
that I wasn’t alone. I have this won- 
derful chosen family, millions strong. 
I have made it my New Year’s reso- 
lution to discard my fears and to 
purchase the same items for my car 
to help pass this solidarity on. 

Yvetta Grim 
Norristown, Pa. 

Please keep letters brief; we reserve the right to edit 
all letters as deemed necessary. Letters must include 
the home address and phone number of the writer 
and should be sent to 

Letters to the Editor, The Advocate, 

P.0. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078; 
faxed to (213) 467-6805; 
or E-mailed to letters@advocate.com. 

We cannot provide individual responses to letters to 
the editor. For general information send an E-mail to 

lnfo@advocate.com. 
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“I never worried too much 
about nutrition. 

Then, my doctor told me 
I was HIV Positive. 

Now, I do everything 
I can to maintain my energy, 
strength and quality of life.” 




SaCaiBD Official sponsor of Gay Gaines IV & Cultural Festival 


Now, there’s an important nutritional 
product that is clinically proven effective for 
the dietary management of people with HIV 
or AIDS. It will help maintain your weight, 
muscle mass and energy, without causing 
diarrhea, to preserve the quality of your life. 

It’s Advera, a unique product 
specifically designed for the advanced 
nutritional management of people with HIV 
or AIDS. 

Advera is different from ordinary 
nutritional supplements. It is high in protein 
to help maintain lean body mass, and has a 
patented protein hydrolysate system to enhance 
absorption. Advera provides increased levels 
of key vitamins and minerals often deficient 
in people with HIV or AIDS. It is fortified 
with beta-carotene and contains a refined, 
deodorized fish oil rich in n-3 fatty acids, 
which may support the immune system. And 
good tasting fiber enriched Advera is low in 
fat, and lactose and gluten-free. It won ’t 
cause gastrointestinal problems — such as 
diarrhea. 

Especially when used early, Advera 
can play a key role in your fight to maintain 
your weight, your muscle mass and to 
preserve the quality of your life. Ask your 
doctor about Advera. 

For more information on Advera call: 

1-800-544-7495 



ADVERA 

Specialized, Complete Nutrition 

Advanced nutritional management 
to preserve quality of life. 
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REUTER BETTMANN 


Grim distinction 



Portrait of a killer HIV is now the leading cause of death among young adults. 


“Ybu are a poor vice 
president Appoint 
Charles Tex’ Watson 
as your successor, or 
I will kill you in a violent 
homosexual manner.” 



Part of a letter to Vice President Al 
Gore allegedly written by David 
Shane Shelby, a transient accused 
January 25 of threatening Gore 
and President Clinton. Shelby also 
allegedly said he woidd kill Clinton 
unless Clinton pardoned mass 
murderer Charles Manson; fVatson 
was one of Manson’s accomplices. 


F or the first time AIDS is the 
leading cause of death for 
Americans in the 25-to-44 age 
group, and the disease contin- 
ues to spread fastest in inner cities, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) reported January 
31. Previously the leading cause of 
death for the group was uninten- 
tional injury. “The HIY [growth] 
curve is going straight up like the 
side of a mountain,” said Dr. John 
Ward, director of AIDS surveillance 
at the CDC. Despite the increase, he 
warned, Americans seem increasing- 
ly complacent about the disease. 

Bloody shame: Blood banks did 

too little to stop the spread of AIDS 


at a crucial time in the early ’80s, ac- 
cording to testimony given by Dr. 
Jeffrey Koplan, formerly with the 
CDC, in Denver on January 26. 

Koplan recalled that, as the CDC’s 
assistant director for public health 
practice in 1983, he encountered 
stiff resistance from the American 
Association of Blood Banks (AABB) 
to measures that were intended to 
slow the transmission of HIV— which 
had not yet been isolated— through 
blood transfusions. He made the 
assertions while testifying in a law- 
suit against the AABB filed by a 
woman who claims she contracted 
HIV through a blood transfusion in 
1983. Koplan retired from the CDC 
in 1994 after 22 years with the 
agency. 


'This woman called who 
said she’d heard that the 
MacNeil/LehrerNewsHour 



was being 
canceled 
and that 
MacNeil 


andLehrerwereinagay 

marriage.” 


Rayna Spitalnick, a staffer at TV 
station KTCA in St. Paul Minn., 
telling the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
about a program the station aired 
regarding public- TV funding 
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it was more than one 
minute and less than two.” 

Farmer sur- 
geon general 
Joycelyn 
Elders, when 
asked an the 
CNN program 
Larry King Live about the length of 
the conversation in which President 
Clinton asked far her resignation 

it was your idea to invade 
the home of the prince and 
princess like some road 
movie out of hell” 



New York City judge Edwin Torres, 
sentencing gay convict George Cobo 
to 100 years in prison for the 
murder of an Indian prince and his 
wife. Cobo, 56, had blamed the 
killings on his male lover. 



About 76% of Belgians surveyed said 
they oppose the dismissal of French 
bishop Jacques Gaillot, who clashed 
with the Vatican on AIDS policy. 

SOURCE: Survey conducted by the Belgian newspaper Le Soir 



JOE SKIPPER/REUTER 


“Miss Patty, you’re as cute 
as a bug in a mg today” 

Hillary Rodham Clinton s occasional 
greeting to her scheduler, Patty Solis, 
as reported by The New York Times 


“Shut up and send money”: 

Republican big shots often call their 
party a “big tent” that can accommo- 
date diversity. But Republican Na- 
tional Committee chairman Haley 
Barbours television appearance on 
NBC’s Meet the Press January 22 
raised questions about whether 
hanging out in the big tent is worth 
the price of admission. 

When asked by columnist David 
Broder if the party has room for gays 
and lesbians, Barbour responded as 
follows: “Our party is very strongly 
against the government advocating 
or in any way promoting a homosex- 
ual lifestyle. We’re very strongly 
against that. We’re strongly against it 
being taught in schools as an accept- 
able alternative lifestyle. But there 
are, I am sure, scads of homosexual 
and lesbian Republicans, and certain- 
ly they’re welcome in our party.” 

Backsliding: In a move that drew 

criticism from gay rights advocates. 
New York State attorney general 
Dennis Vacco rescinded a 15-year- 
old policy January 31 that prohibited 
antigay employment discrimination 
in his office. “Dennis Vacco becomes 
the first elected official in the history 
of New York State to roll back previ- 
ously acknowledged rights for gays 
and lesbians,” said Dick Dadey, exec- 
utive director for the Empire State 
Pride Agenda, a gay rights lobbying 
group. Vacco, a Republican, defeated 
a lesbian candidate to win his post in 
November 1994. 


Another fag flap: While Congress 

was convulsing over House majority 
whip Dick Armey’s reference to 
gay congressman Barney Frank 
(D-Mass.) as “Barney Fag,” the word 
faggot was getting plenty of play on 
the West Coast. Gay rights activists 
in Los Angeles urged the city police 
department January 27 to investi- 
gate a published report that police 
used the epithet while harassing a 
gay robbery victim. 

The incident was reported in an 
article on political correctness in the 
department that was published in 
the January 23 edition of The New 
York Times Magazine. The article’s 
author alleged that on a ride-along 
with a squad from the department’s 



Barbour: 
“Thank you, 
drive through. 


ultra-macho Rampart division, he 
saw an officer taunt a 19-year-old 
gay robbery victim. The gay man 
was homeless and suicidal, and the 
officer allegedly called him “fag” and 
threatened to beat him while seven 
other officers watched and did noth- 
ing. A police spokesman said inter- 
nal-affairs investigators are looking 
into the incident 


ItS DES-tny: Nature or nurture? 

Now there’s new, albeit sketchy, evi- 
dence. A Columbia University study 
released January 31 showed that ex- 
posure in the womb to the synthetic 
estrogen diethylstilbestrol (DES) 
may be linked to lesbianism or bi- 
sexuality in women. 

Researchers compared the rate of 
lesbianism and bisexuality among 
117 women who were exposed to 
DES and 117 women who weren’t. 
Eight of the DES-exposed women 
were lesbian or bisexual, while none 
in the control group were. The find- 
ings were published in the January 
edition of the journal Developmental 
Psychology and compiled by a team 
led by Dr. Heino Meyer-Bahlburg, a 
professor of clinical psychology at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Columbia University. DES was 
widely prescribed to pregnant 
women as an antimiscarriage drug 
for more than 20 years until it was 
banned in 1971 for causing vaginal 
and cervical cancers and other health 
problems in female offspring. 
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Source 

Life Partners, Inc. is the 
primary funding source 
for viatical transactions 
in the United States. 

Life Partners annually 
provides $100 million in 
viatical funding. 


Strength and Experience 
Stability and Efficiency 


We are proud to have 
helped more than 1000 
people with AIDS and 
others facing terminal 
illness by providing 
millions in funding 
each week. . . every week. 

Be certain of your 
financial decision. 


n Lire 
1 artners 

/w. 

1-800-693-Qi 
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Under 

surveillance 



An attitude queen. That s what 

Sen. Jesse Heims (R-N.C.) has 
become now that Republicans 
control Congress. When The 
Washington Post wrote the anti- 
gay senator in January, posing a 
few innocuous 
questions for a 
profile, Helms 
copped major 
attitude. Asked, 
for instance, 
why he has 
“chosen to be 
so virulent and 
controversial in 
language and 
tone in your attacks on such is- 
sues as homosexuality [and] 
AIDS,” Helms responded, “The 
tone of your question empha- 
sizes why so many citizens nei- 
ther respect The Washington 
Post nor believe very much of 
what the Post reports." 

Buried within the seven-count 
ethics complaint filed January 26 
against House speaker Newt Gin- 
grich is a charge that Gingrich im- 
properly intervened with the Food 
and Drug Administration on behalf 
of a home-testing kit for HIV anti- 
bodies. Similar charges have 
dogged former surgeon general C. 
Everett Koop and POZ magazine. 
The ethics complaint was filed by 
former Georgia congressman Ben 
Jones, who ran against Gingrich 
in the November 1994 election. 
Jones, an actor, portrayed Cooter 
in The Dukes of Hazzard. 

Maybe it’s time for the Virginia 

legislature to get hooked on 
phonics. In January, when state 
senator Charles Waddell wrote a 
resolution mentioning the state 
senate’s Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, Waddell and three 
other senators signed off on it 
without realizing that the panel’s 
name had been listed as the 
Committee on Pilferage and 
Erections. 


REUTER 



Helms: hostile 



FRED PROUSER/REUTER 


Suck time line: OJ. Simpson’s at- 
torneys constructed a “sock time 
line” in an attempt to clear their 
client’s name. But did Los Angeles 
building contractor Mark Slotkin, a 
confidant of accused parent-killer 
Erik Menendez, 24, suggest that 
Menendez use an even more drastic 
measure? 

Slotkin— whom Menendez and his 
codefendant brother, Lyle, 27, con- 
sulted for financial advice after 
killing their millionaire parents— tes- 
tified at a preliminary hearing Janu- 
ary 25 that he advised Erik Menen- 
dez to bolster his defense by saying 
he had had a gay relationship with a 
friend. The claim, Slotkin alleged, 
would have strengthened Menen- 
dez’s claim that his father sexually 
abused him. The Menendezes, who 
were the focus of one of 1994’s 
most closely watched criminal trials, 
admit to killing their parents in 
1989 but say they did so because 
they feared for their lives after years 
of abuse. Their first trial ended in 
hung juries; the retrial is scheduled 
for June. 


laking sides: A swirl of legal and 
ethical questions surrounded San 
Francisco physician Dr. John 
Stansell in January after he told a 
newspaper he had indirecdy assisted 
in the suicides of terminally ill peo- 
ple with AIDS. 

Stansell, head of the AIDS clinic 
at San Francisco General Hospital, 
told the San Francisco Examiner in 
an article published January 22 that 
he had prescribed opiates and bar- 
biturates to patients near death. 
Mixed with alcohol, the drugs put 


the padents to sleep, and fatal respi- 
ratory cardiac arrest soon followed. 
Said Stansell; “It’s a very moral 
thing that physicians choose to pro- 
vide release from pain at the end of 
natural life.” 


Branded: A Benetton ad campaign 

that depicted parts of the human 
body tattooed with the phrase HIV 
positive went over like a lead bal- 
loon in a Paris court February 1. 
The clothing giant was ordered to 
pay $32,000 in damages to three 
HIV-positive people and an AIDS 
direct-action group who said they 
were offended by the ads. The court 
ruled that the ads “evoked Nazi bar- 
barity or meat marking.” Benetton 
responded that the ad was meant to 
be a “provocative exploitation of 
suffering.” 


Defeat in Des Moines: A highly 

touted effort to insert information 
about homosexuality into public 
school curricula in Des Moines was 
dropped January 23 despite an 
intensive grassroots organizing cam- 
paign by the National Gay and Les- 
bian Task Force. Schools superin- 
tendent Gary Wegenke said the 
curriculum additions, which had 
drawn intense fire from right- 
wingers for weeks, had become too 
divisive. At a contentious school- 
board meeting at which the decision 
was announced, school-board mem- 
ber Jonathan Wilson disclosed that 
he is gay. 

Tension in Tulsa: “Slavery is not 

dead in these United States of 
America. Its form has changed and is 
not as obvious as it was in the past, 
but it is alive and doing well. It has 
taken on the form of drug abuse, 
teenage pregnancies, gang banging, 
spousal abuse, child abuse, ped- 
ophilia, dysfunctional families, ho- 
mosexuality, and gross lascivious- 
ness and AIDS.” 

That’s the message from Bishop 
Ronald Young of Philadelphia’s Pen- 
tecostal Bridegroom Temple, deliv- 
ered in Tulsa, Okla., at a commemo- 
ration of Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday. Young made the re- 
marks January 15, but they did not 
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© Mail Order Meds, Inc. 



800 - 700-6202 

If you're HIV-positive, MOM wants to take care of you. MOM fills your prescriptions quickly and 
confidentially, and delivers them overnight, directly to your door. MOM accepts most prescription and 
insurance plans and Medicare/Medicaid (where applicable). Of course, MOM takes care of 
your insurance paperwork, and keeps out-of-pocket expenses to a minimum. 

With your well-being in mind, MOM offers a full range of nutritional supplements, vitamins and 
alternative treatments, and discount pricing on books, videos and audio cassettes dealing with HIV 
and AIDS. And best of all, MOM has a 24-hour resource hotline for your questions about medications, 
nutrition and social services. Shouldn't you give MOM a call today? 

MOM accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover. 


Mail Order Meds, Inc. 


Specialty HIV/AIDS Pharmacy 

P.O. Box 180007 • Austin, TX 78718-0007 

Phone 800-700-6202 • Fax 800-700-6106 

MOM is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Care Group, Inc., 
a pioneer in HIV/AIDS homecare for more than a decade. 


If You're 
HIV-Positive, 
MOM is Waiting 
for Your Call. 
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Fun, fun, fun 

Hie rivalry between gay ski weeks hosted by 
Aspen, Colo., and Park City, Utah, has gotten 
so hot that it even rages off the slopes. 
Here’s what the broken-leg brigade could 
find to do at this year’s events: 

Aspen: Recreational ice 
skating, snowboard- 
ing contests, costume 
competition, screening of The 
Sum of Us 

Park City: Treasure hunt 
for red AIDS-aware- 
ness ribbons hidden 
on ski slopes, “Jocks in Frocks” 
drag show, screening of 
The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

i don’t think we’d want to 
go into a lot of detail.” 

Jeff Root, spokesman for Ouachita Bap- 
tist University in Arkadelphia, ArL, 
when asked wfu/ the school had revoked 
a cheater for a fraternity after receiving 
a complaint about thefrats 20-year-old 
“tiger riding” tradition. In it, a nude frat 
member would be covered with shaving 
cream, hot sauce, deep-heating rub, and 
sometimes tuna, dragged a block or two 
to a statue of a tiger, and forced to sit on 
the statue until other frat members could 
toss his imderwear onto a tree branch. 

About 71% of French 
citizens surveyed said they 
believe that legalizing 
brothels would reduce 
the spread of AIDS. 

SOURCE: Survey conducted by the weekly magazine 
Le Journal du Dimanche 




become widely known until they 
were published in the Tulsa World 
newspaper January 28. 

Fiends and family: ats Network 

chooses to support the Boy Scouts! 
Won’t you?” So says part of a solici- 
tation mailed by ATS Network 
Communications Inc., based in 
Memphis, Tenn., to potential new 
customers in parts of Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and Mississippi. The let- 
ters asserted that ATS competitors 
AT&T and Sprint back gay rights 
causes, while ATS pledges to kick 
back a percentage of its new busi- 
ness to the scouts, who bar gays 
from their ranks. ATS president Tim 
Whitehom said the letter was draft- 
ed by an overzealous employee and 
mailed without authorization. 


Hey, sucker Connecticut governor 

John G. Rowland says “you’d be 
hard-pressed to find anyone who’s 
stronger on veterans issues” than 
former state representative Eugene 
Migliaro, his choice to head the 
state’s veterans affairs department. 
But Migliaro’s record on gay rights 
may be another story. Citing several 
concerns, including an incident in 
which Migliaro referred to gays and 
lesbians as “lollipops,” the Connecti- 
cut Yankee Veterans Coalition 
called January 23 for Rowland to 
withdraw the nomination; Rowland 
refused. 


An arresting development Just 

hours after a New Orleans jury 
deadlocked on murder charges 
against one of three men accused of 
the bias-related stabbing death of a 
tourist in the French Quarter, police 
arrested a fourth man they say took 
part in the attack. The deadlock 
came January 25 in the trial of 
Ronald Graves, who was accused of 
participating in the killing of Joseph 
Balog, 23, of Gulfport, Miss., in No- 
vember 1993. Prosecutors say the 
four men mistakenly believed Balog 
was gay. 


Monk-ey business: British Angli- 
can bishop Timothy Bavin, who was 
outed last year by the gay rights 


group OutRage, said January 30 
that he will leave his job to become 
a monk. Bavin, the bishop of Ports- 
mouth, attributed his decision to his 
age— he is 60— and denied that it 
had anything to do with the outing. 
He has consistently said he is not 
homosexual. 

Another one bites the dust: 

Tennessee’s sodomy law may be his- 
tory, thanks to a February 2 decision 
by circuit court judge Walter Kurtz 
in Nashville. Ruling in a case filed 
by gay and lesbian Tennesseans, 
Kurtz voided the law, saying that it 
violated privacy rights guaranteed in 
the state constitution. Tennessee at- 
torney general Charles Burson did 
not immediately say whether he 
would appeal the ruling to the state 
supreme court. 

Split personality: In the United 

States AIDS has two faces— one east 
of the Mississippi River and one 
west of it. That’s the message from 
speakers at the seventh annual AIDS 
Update Conference, held January 
31 to February 3 in San Francisco. 
“In the East it more resembles what 
we see in the Caribbean, where it’s 
increasingly heterosexual, hitting 
women, children, and minorities,” 
said Dr. Michael Gorman of the 
University of Washington. “West of 
the Mississippi the reality is that 
over 80% of new cases are still gay.” 
The geographic gap complicates 
AIDS prevention efforts, educators 
said. More than 2,400 people at- 
tended the conference. 

Unappealing decision: Murder 

convictions of two skinheads for 
the bias-motivated killing of a gay 
man in New York City in 1990 
were voided by the state’s appellate 
division in a ruling made public 
February 2. The court ruled that 
prosecutors had proved their case 
against the skinheads, Esat Bici, 23, 
and Erik Brown, 24, but that the 
convictions should be overturned 
because the media and spectators 
were not allowed to be present 
during the juror-questioning 
process. Prosecutors said they will 
appeal the ruling. 
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A RSVP 

Together in Adventure - 10 years of bringing our diverse community together 


CLUB RSVP 

Puerto Vallarta 

Apr 23-30 and Nov 11-18, '95 

From $595* 

Discount air may be available from your 
area. Ask your travel agent. 

Includes: 

7 nights accommodation. 

Meals and room service. 

Imported & domestic beverages.** 

Club RSVP celebrity entertainment. 

Club RSVP activities — aerobics, tennis, 
calisthenics, windsurfing, kayaking, 
scuba diving, snorkeling, dances, par- 
ties, PV's largest swimming pool, pool 
games, swim-up bar, beautiful beach 
on the Pacific's Bay of Banderas, easy 
access to colonial Puerto Vallarta and 
its lively Gay nightlife. 

*Per person double occupancy price based on 
April 23 Club RSVP. 

**11 :00am to 1 :00am. 

Gratuities are included. 


CLUB RSVP 

Puerto Vallarta Apr '95 
Puerto Vallarta Nov '95 

SEASPIRIT VACATIONS 

Costa Rica Apr-May '95 
Women's Week Apr 30, '95 
Alaska June-Sept '95 
Women's Week July 8, '95 

RSVP CRUISES 

Spanish Riviera Sept '95 
Italian Riviera Sept '95 
Tropical Caribbean Feb '96 
Deep Caribbean Feb '96 
Mexican Riviera Mar '96 
French Canada June '96 
Eastern Med & Greece Aug '96 

Call your travel agent 
for reservations or call 
800-328-RSVP for a new 
'95-'96 brochure. 


SEASPIRIT 

VACATIONS 

Costa Rica 

Discount air may be available from 
your area. Ask your travel agent. 

April 11-23, 13 days/12 nights From 
$1695 

April 23-30, 8 days/7 nights 
From $1295 

April 30-May 7, Women's Week 8 
days/7 nights 
From $1295 

May 7 - 14, 8 days/7 nights 
From $1295 

Includes: 

Accommodations aboard the only Gay 
owned and operated cruise ship. 

All meals aboard the ship. 

RSVP activities and entertainment. 

Per person double occupancy prices. Gratuities and 
port taxes additional. MV SeaSpirit registry U.S.A.. 


ON TORONTO, CANADA 



FL 

MIAMI 



NJ ENGLEWOOD 



Goliger's Tvl 

416-979-1313 

800-665-3769 


Professional Travel - Don 


800-568-4064 

Englewood Tvl 

201-568-0370 

800-526-0395 





TAMPA BAY 



MARLTON 



CA BEVERLY HILLS, USA 




Tampa Bay Tvl - Ask For Jim 


800-298-3740 

Main St Tvl - Ralph 

800-807-0683 

609-988-0750 

Travel W/ Clarice - Call Lee 

CA 

800-281-9136 





MORRISTOWN 



EAST BAY/OAKLAND 



GA ATLANTA 



Frankel Tvl - Ken 

800-445-6433 

201-455-1111 

Uniglobe Rainbow Travel - Tim 

800-778-0992 


all Points Tvl, Ansley Mall 


404-873-3631 

WESTFIELD 



HOLLYWOOD/LA 




Different Directions 

404-262-1011 

800-365-1012 

Turner World Travel - Dick 


908-233-3196 

Jacqleen's - Jimmy or Eileen 


213-463-7404 


George Heam Holidays 


404-636-4312 




LONG BEACH/N. ORANGE CO. 



Star Travel - Robert 

509-5424 

800-424-1188 

NY BUFFALO 



Bon Voyage Travel - Tom 


714-236-9094 


Uniglobe Advisors In Travel 


800-486-5257 

Earth Tvlrs 

716-685-2900 

800-321-2901 

LONG BEACH/SOUTH BAY 




CARTERSVILLE 



NEW YORK 



Touches of Travel 

Ask For Chuck or Al 


Uniglobe Franklin Travel 


800-752-6772 

Call Bob At T.R.I.P. Tours 


800-553-7494 

Member IGTA 

310-657-7008 

800-899-1944 





Frankel Tvl - Eric 

800-358-7010 

212-714-1700 

MISSION VIEJO 



HI 

HONOLULU 



Islanders Kennedy Tvl 


800-988-1181 

Sunrise Travel - Robert 


714-837-0620 


Travel Travel Inc. 


808-596-0336 

NYC 212-242-3222 

The Boroughs 

718-347-7433 

SACRAMENTO 







Our Time Voyages - Joe Lagana 

800-219-7160 

Sports Leisure Travel 


916-361-2051 

IL 

CHICAGO 



Pied Piper Tvl 

800-Trip-312 

212-239-2412 

SAN DIEGO 




Yellow Brick Road Travel 


800-642-2488 

World Wide Tvl Srvcs Corp 


212-427-6930 

Jerry & David's 

800-748-6968 

619-233-5199 


DECATUR 



WESTCHESTER/PUTNAM 



SAN FRANCISCO 




Village Tvl - Glen 

800-373-8747 

217-875-5640 

Choice Travel 

800-49-CHOICE 

914-472-5100 

Now Voyager Tvl 

800-255-6951 

415-626-1169 

MA BOSTON 



CruiseOne - Geo/Sid 

Ind Rep 

800-875-6414 

Orion Travel 

415-864-3233 

800-552-3326 


All Ports Cruises & Tours 


800-777-9997 




Travel Connection 

Jeff 

415-397-3977 


5 Star Travel 

800-FLY- 1999 

617-536-1999 

OH CINCINNATI 



260 Stockton St 

2nd Floor 

800-344-3977 


WAKEFIELD 



Victoria Tvl ■ Dan 

513-871-1100 

800-626-4932 

Travel Trends 

800-558-6920 

415-558-6922 


Alternative Tvl 

617-246-7480 

800-233-3646 

CLEVELAND 



Winship Travel 

415-863-2555 

800-545-2557 





Uniglobe 5 Star Tvl - Larry 


800-575-0813 

WEST HOLLYWOOD 



Ml BIRMINGHAM 






Club Tvl - Lee 

310-358-2200 

800-Gay-Trip 


Royal Int'l Tvl 

810-644-1600 

800-521-1600 

PA PHILADELPHIA 



Embassy Travel 

213-656-0743 

800-227-6668 


DETROIT (METRO) 



Call Steve at Travel Now 


800-220-1963 

Friends Travel 

310-652-9600 

800-Gay-0069 


Our World 800-359-6697 Ext 21 

810-545-2734 

UPPER BUCKS CTY 



Gunderson Travel Inc 


800-4-Gay-Travd 


EAST LANSING 



Tvl Gallery 

215-538-3838 PA 

800-7-Seagul 





Anderson Travel 

517-337-1300 

800-365-1929 




CT FAIRFIELD COUNTY 







TX DALLAS 



Aldis The Travel Planner 


800-4-Gay-Fun 

MN MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL 



Plaza Travel 

214-980-1191 

800-752-1191 

Rainbow Destinations 


800-38-Rainbow 


The Travel Co. 

612-379-9000 

800-328-9131 

HOUSTON 










Advance Damron Vacations 


800-695-0880 

DC WASHINGTON 



MO ST LOUIS 






Great Escape 

202-331-3302 

800-241-0786 


Dynamic Travel 

800-237-4083 

314-781-8400 

VA ALEXANDRIA 







Patrik Travel 

314-367-1468 

800-678-8747 

Uniglobe - Bud 

703-684-8824 

800-247-8824 

FL FT LAUDERDALE 










Rainbow Travel 

800-889-9747 

305-491-9747 

NE 

OMAHA 



WA SEATTLE 



Thomas Hess/TAI Tvl 

800-565-7104 

305-527-3420 


Winship Travel 

402-392-4653 

800-314-6532 

Capitol Hill Travel 

(800 OR 206) 

726-8996 


JACKSONVILLE 

A World Of Travel Inc - Woody 904-398-6638 
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Understanding Viatical Settlements 



If A PICTURE IS 
WORTH A 

THOUSAND WORDS, 


Imagine 


THE VALUE 


OF AN EIGHT 
MINUTE VIDEO. 


If you’re living with a terminal illness, this is the one 
videotape that can help you understand the advantages and 
financial opportunities of viatical settlements. Life Benefactors’ 
professional staff has the experience and knowledge to help 
you understand the steps necessary for cashing in your life 
insurance policy. No application fees. Quick turnaround. Fully 

value for your policy. A VIATICAL settlements company 

For more information and a free videotape, please call 
Kit Carson at Life Benefactors, L.P., 1-800-285-5152. 


Around the nation 

Colorado: In early February two mem- 
bers of Congress called for the Justice 
Department and the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission to investigate 
Englewood TV talk-show host Bob 
Enyart, who calls himself “the nation’s 
most popular self-proclaimed right- 
wing religious fanatic, homophobic, 
antichoice talk-show host” 

Indana: A gay group at the University 
of Notre Dame said January 30 that 
it was denied access to campus facili- 
ties after tiying to bring an openly 
gay speaker to campus. 

Mmesota: A court decision barring the 
city of Minneapolis from offering 
spousal health care benefits to the do- 
mestic partners of its gay and lesbian 
employees was upheld 2 to 1 by a 
state appeals court panel Januaiy 31. 
Mississippi: A measure that would im- 
pose a six-year prison sentence upon 
those who intentionally place others 
at risk for HTV was approved by the 
state senate judiciaiy committee Jan- 
uary 26. 

Nebraska: A policy prohibiting place- 
ment of foster children with gays and 
lesbians was approved by Gov. Ben 
Nelson, state social services officials 
announced Januaiy 24. 

Ohio: A health emergency that would 
allow establishment of a needle-ex- 
change program to slow the spread of 
HIV infection was declared by Cleve- 
land mayor Michael White January 28. 
Oklahoma: Ordinances outlawing anti- 
gay hate crimes and prohibiting anti- 
gay bias in employment and housing 
were rejected by the Oklahoma City 
city council January 24. 

Texas: A bid to repeal a two-week-old 
ban on antigay discrimination in mu- 
nicipal employment was rejected 9 to 6 
by the Dallas city council January 25. 
Utah: A bill that would allow judges to 
order HTV antibody tests for people 
suspected of exposing emergency 
medical workers to HIV was ap- 
proved 67 to 2 by the state’s house 
of representatives January 30. 

West Virginia: State house of delegates 
member Eric Blass called Januaiy 25 
for elimination of state funding for of- 
fice space used by a gay group at 
West Virginia University, proposing 
that the two-person office be convert- 
ed into a day-care center. Said Blass: 
“You don’t see the heterosexuals ask- 
ing for their own meeting space.” 
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Transitions 

died: Bradley A. Ball, 34, activist, of 
complications from AIDS January 24 
in New York City. Ball was the first 
administrator of New York City’s 
ACT UP chapter. 

died: Gary M. Brunner, 39, interior 
architect, of complications from AIDS 
January 18 in Chicago. Brunner de- 
signed the studios of WMAQ-AM in 
Chicago. 

died: Jorge Emiliano dos Santos, 40, 

Brazil’s first openly gay top-level 
soccer referee, of complications from 
AIDS Januaiy 23 in Rio de Janeiro. 
Dos Santos, who was best known by 
his nickname, Margarida, often told 
players, “I might be a pansy off the 
pitch, but here Pm a macho man.” 
died: John Hammell, 37, attorney, of 
complications from AIDS February 3 
in Chicago. Hammell directed the 
gay rights project of the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Illinois. 
died: Patricia Highsmith, 74, novel- 
ist, of leukemia Februaiy 4 in Lo- 
carno, Switzerland. Highsmith was 
best known for her 1950 book 
Strangers on a Train, which was 
made into a film by Alfred Hitch- 
cock. Under the name Claire Mor- 
gan, she wrote the lesbian-themed 
1 952 novel The Price of Salt 
died: Stan Leventhal, 43, writer, of 
complications from AIDS January 15 
in New York City. Leventhal’s novels 
include Mountain Climbing in Sheri- 
dan Square and Fault Lines. 
died: Jean Swallow, 41, editor, in an 
apparent suicide January 16 in Seat- 
tie. Swallow edited Out From Under 
and The Next Step, two anthologies 
about lesbians and sobriety. 
inducted: Matey A. Kahn, as a New 
York State supreme court judge Jan- 
uary 12. Kahn was founding chair of 
the New York City Lesbian and Gay 
Community Services Center. 
elected: Tim Cole, as chairman of the 
Minneapolis Commission on Civil 
Rights. Cole, a member of the com- 
mission for nine years, is its first 
openly gay chairman. 
elected: Joey Pons-Myers, as board 
cochair of the National Latino/a Les- 
bian and Gay Organization. He re- 
places Mario Solis-Marich. 
resigned: Tom DiMaria, as executive 
director of the San Francisco chapter 
of the Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation. 


Have A Travel Question? 
IGTA HasThe Answers. 

Call on the worldwide team of travel professionals networking 
to serve the needs of the gay and lesbian traveler. 


Where And How To Go? 

IGTA travel agents know what spots 
are hot and the most affordable way to get there. 


AZ, Mesa - EXECUTIVE TOUR ASSOCIATES EXCLUSIVELY GAY TOURS. 800-382-1 1 13 
CA, Brea - ALL DESTINATIONS TRAVEL. INC.. 714-529-4400. 800-283-1203 
CA, Los Angeles - TRAVEL LAB. 800-747-7026. 213-660-981 
CA, Rancho Mirage - RANCHO MIRAGE TRAVEL. 619-341-7888 
800-369-1073, Newt or Steven 
CA, West Hollywood - GUNDERSON TRAVEL INC., 

310-657-3944. 800-4-GAY-TRAVEL 
CT, Danbury - ALDIS THE TRAVEL PLANNER. 203-778-9399, 

800-4-GAY-FUN 

GA, Marietta - TRAVEL AFFAIR, 404-977-6824. 800-332-3417 
IN, Jeffersonville - WARRALL TRAVEL CRUISES & TOURS. 

800-833-3160, 812-283-5000 
MA, Lynn - ALL PORTS CRUISE & TOURS. 800-777-9997 
MA, Wakefield - ALTERNATIVE TRAVEL, 617-246-7480. 800-233-3646 
MD, Bettsville - YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OF BELTSVILLE. INC.. 800-872-8537 
NY, New York - ISLANDERS-KENNEDY TRAVEL. 718-347-7433, 800-237-7433 
NY, New York - OUR TIME VOYAGES 8c TOURS. 212-406-0627, 800-695-9513, Joe 
OR, Portland - TRAVEL AGENTS INTERNATIONAL, 503-223-1 100 
PA, Ephrata - ZELLER TRAVEL/BROWNSTOWN. 800-331-4359 
GERMANY, Augsburg - AAD WELTWEIT REISEN, 602-277-2703. Fax: 01 1-49-821-9060060 


Where To Stay? 

IGTA accommodations offer comfort and convenience. 


:A, Palm Springs - HACIENDA EN SUENO, 800-359-2007 
:A, San Diego - THE BALBOA PARK INN, 800-938-8181, 

Fax: 619-294-8070 

ZA, San Francisco - 24 HENRY GUESTHOUSE. 800-900-5686 
FL, Key West - SIMONTON COURT HISTORIC INN 8c COTTAGES. 
800-944-2687 

FL, Miami Beach - WINTERHAVEN HOTEL, 800-395-2322 
MA, Boston - OASIS GUEST HOUSE. 617-267-2262 
MA, Provincetown - SANDPIPER BEACH HOUSE. 508-487-1928. 
800-354-8628 

MA, Provincetown - THE BOATSUP BEACH CLUB. 508-487-1669. 800-451-7547 
PUERTO RICO, Condado San Juan - ATLANTIC BEACH HOTEL. 809-721-6900. 

Fax: 809-721-6917 

PUERTO RICO, Ocean Park San Juan - OCEAN WALK GUEST HOUSE. 800-468-0615, 

Fax: 809-728-6434 

VIRGIN ISLANDS, St. Croix - ON THE BEACH RESORT. 809-772-1205. 800-524-2018 
BVI, Tortola - THE VILLAS AT FORT RECOVERY ESTATES. 800-367-8455. 

Fax: 809-495-4036 

litenralioaal Gay Travel Assodatioa 

IGTA 

INTERNATIONAL GAY TRAVEL ASSOCIATION, 

PO Box 4974, Key West, FL 33041 
For membership and travel information: 

FAX 305-296-6633 • 1-800-448-8550 
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Washington 




MIKE THEILEK/REUTER 


House majority 
whip Dick Armey 
(left) got caught 
using the f word 
when referring to 
Rep. Barney Frank. 


An antigay slur by House majority whip Dick Aimey 
casts new light on hidden sexual tension in Congress 


By Chris Bull 


F or a day or two, it looked as if 
the daily business of the 
House of Representatives 
would give the OJ. Simpson 
trial a run for its money— at 
least when it came to name-calling. 
And while the flap over an andgay 


slur made January 27 by House ma- 
jority whip Dick Armey has sub- 
sided, its ghost continues to haunt 
the halls of Congress. 

“Some members of the right wing 
of the Republican Party seem to be 
annoyed that a remark about an 
openly gay person would be able to 
give them so much grief,” said Rep. 


: Barney Frank (D-Mass.), the subject 
: of the smear. “I must admit that I 
; take a little pride in the fact that Fve 
: been able to get Armey so off-bal- 
; ance. 1 feel a little like Jackie Robin- 
; son, who they say used to be able to 
; get pitchers off-balance simply by 
: standing on first base.” 

But Rep. Steve Gunderson (R- 
I Wis.), who is gay, said the brouhaha 

RICK REf'HftRD/lMPACT VISUALS OVCT the COIIinieilt 

is merely politics 
as usual. “There is 
no question that 
there is a small 
group of Demo- 
crats— of which 
Barney Frank is 
one— whose sole 
goal is to prevent 
implementation of 
the Republican 
Party’s Contract 
With America,” he 
said. “It’s the same 
politics of personal destruction that 
Frank objects to when it is used 
against Hillary Rodham Clinton or 
against me because I am gay. I have 
a hard time with Barney Frank’s 
complaining about something per- 
sonal when they spend their time 
trying to destroy House speaker 
Newt Gingrich.” 

The squabble began when Armey 
referred to Frank as “Barney Fag” 
during a well-publicized news con- 
ference at which he was defending 
Gingrich against Democratic Party 
criticism of the speaker’s book deal. 
Armey said that to avoid the sort of 
outcry Gingrich had run up against, 
he would donate the proceeds of a 
book he has written to charity. 
“Newt’s a very patient fellow and 
able to handle a harangue going on 
around him better than I,” said 
Armey, whose comments were cap- 
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cans have been using the term “fag” behind 
so I think it was in the back of his mind.” 


“I’m sure other Republi 
my back for some time, 

tured on audiotape. “I like peace and 
quiet, and I don’t have to listen to 
Barney Fag— Barney Frank— harangu- 
ing in my ear because I made a few 
bucks off a book I worked on.” 

After the remark was broadcast by 
CNN, Armey— who did not cast a 
single pro-gay vote in Congress in 
1994— quickly apologized to Frank, 
contending that he had simply con- 
flated Frank and harangue and casti- 
gating the media for reporting the 
mistake. “I take strong exception to 
the airing of the tape and the tran- 
scribing of a stumbled word as if it 
were an intentional attack,” he said. 
“It is regrettable that the mangling of 
a name. . . should shift the public de- 
bate away from issues like balancing 
the budget, cutting taxes, and re- 
forming our failed welfare system.” 
Frank grudgingly accepted Ar- 
mey’s apology but said that the re- 
mark was the product of a “climate 
of meanness and intolerance” 
among congressional Republicans: 
“I’m sure that other Republicans 
have been using the term behind 
my back for some time, so I think it 
was in the back of his mind.” 

The incident was the first real test 
of Frank in his new role as a leader 
of debates on the House floor, a po- 
sition he assumed in January at the 
request of minority whip David E. 
Bonior (D-Mich.). Frank, who is 
known for his caustic wit and his 


command of legislative maneuver- 
ing, said he accepted the offer after 
discussing with Bonior whether tak- 
ing a more aggressive stance would 
open him up to Republican attacks 
over a widely publicized 1989 sex 
scandal in which Frank acknowl- 
edged hiring a male prostitute as a 
companion. 

“I really wasn’t reluctant, but I felt 
obligated to raise it, and Bonior said 
it was not a problem,” Frank ex- 
plained. “Ultimately, I thought it 
would be one more step forward for 
gay men and lesbians in politics. 
One of the silver linings of this inci- 
dent is that Armey raised the issue 
in such a clumsy way that Fm inocu- 
lated to a certain extent against 
other attacks in the future. I think 
the whole thing backfired on them.” 

If the Armey remark is any indica- 
tion, Frank has indeed become an 
effective irritant to the Republican 
members of Congress. “Frankly, I 
have not even been a major critic of 
Newt’s book,” said Frank, who re- 
ceived a $50,000 advance to write 
his own book about politics, tided 
Frankly Speaking. “I think it’s per- 
fecdy reasonable to get an advance 
to write a book. I took one myself. 
But it shows that they are looking 
over their shoulder at me.” 

University of Virginia political sci- 
ence professor Larry Sabato, author 
of Feeding Frenzy: How Attack Jour- 


nalism Has Transformed American 
Politics, said the incident has bene- 
fited no one. “The problem is that 
Barney Frank does not make a very 
good victim,” he said. “If anyone 
can take care of himself, it’s Barney. 
But the whole thing became diver- 
sionary. Both Armey and Frank 
ended up absorbing extremely lim- 
ited media time that should have 
been spent on more substantive leg- 
islative matters.” 

However, Daniel Zingale, director 
of public policy for the Human 
Rights Campaign Fund, a gay lobby- 
ing group based in Washington, 
D.C., said that the incident could 
provide an opening to the House for 
gay and lesbian lobbyists. “Con- 
gressman Frank handled himself 
with a great deal of dignity and 
demonstrated that the focus should 
be on antigay discrimination, not on 
personal issues,” he said. “The 
Armey remark will help us put other 
antigay actions cropping up in Con- 
gress in the proper context” 

Frank agreed. “As a gay man, I am 
very well-protected,” he said. “I have 
a lover, an accepting family, a great 
job. But what about the 16-year-old 
high school student who is called a 
fag in school? Under proposed Re- 
publican legislation a school could 
lose its funding for voicing distaste 
for antigay comments. That’s what 
this debate should be about” • 


BETTMANN ARCHIVE MARTIN H. SIMON/KRT BETTMANN ARCHIVE 


I n fending off critics who called him a bigot for his 
“Barney Fag” remark. Rep. Dick Armey (R-Tex.), who 
has five grown children, said he had “spent a lifetime 
telling my children the rules of decent discourse, 
teaching them how to be respectful of other people. We 
have a long list of words we don’t use, of names we 
don’t call, of sentiments we don’t express.” 

But according to The Dallas Morning News, Armey’s 
son Scott created an uproar in 1990 when, as a student 
at the University of North Texas, he publicly denounced 
members of a gay student organization as “perverted.” 
Dick Armey himself has also been in hot water over 
mean remarks in the past During a speech to Dallas real 
estate agents in 1993, for instance, Aimey implied that 
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was a Marxist. After 



Easy marks: Karl, Hillary, and Groucho 


being criticized by Texas Democrats, Armey acknowl- 
edged that he had “crossed the line” and vowed that in 
the future he would compare the first lady to only 
Groucho Marx. In 1994, though, Armey again tangled 
with the first lady, making the following statement to 
her at a congressional hearing: “I have been told about 
your charm and wit Reports on your charm are over- 
stated. Reports on your wit are understated.” 

—Chris Bull 
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Cincinnati, 
here they 
come 

The Log Cabin club 
selects a boycott target 
for its convention, 
but nobody cares 

By John Gallagher 


A gay Republican group says it 
is looking for a fight by sched- 
uling its annual convention in 
Cincinnati— the target of a gay 
tourism boycott since its 
voters OK’d an antigay 
ballot measure in 
1993— but it is hav- 
ing trouble finding 
any takers. 

The group. Log 
Cabin Republi- 
cans, cited the 
boycott as one of 
the reasons it se- 
lected Cincinnati 
for the convention, 
which is scheduled for 
August “The antigay bal- 
lot measure made Cincin- 
nati the place to hold it” 
said Log Cabin national 
director Rich TafeL “From 
a Republican perspective, 
it’s being in their face with the issue 
by bringing the group to the city.” 
But Todd Kamm, one of the 
Cincinnati gay rights activists who 
launched the boycott, said the deci- 
sion is not a particularly provocative 
one. “They’ve really been pretty 
smug, looking to get a reaction out 
of us about this,” he said. “They 
thought it would be a great way to 
get even, but no one cares. It’s just 
one more convention.” 

Log Cabin announced its selec- 
tion of Cincinnati on January 26. 


Other cities considered were 
Boston, Dallas, Las Vegas, Min- 
neapolis, New Orleans, and Salt 
Lake City. According to TafeL the 
convention will focus on preparing 
the group’s members for the 1996 
presidential campaign. “We want to 
get gay and lesbian people elected 
as delegates in the party structure so 
we can have an official voice in 
1996,” he said. “We want to be in a 
position to effect change before we 
get to the nominating convention.” 
Sam Collins, president of Log 
Cabin’s Cincinnati chapter, said the 
selection would allow Log Cabin 
members to show Cincinnati voters 
that “we’re just regular folks who 
have families and contribute to soci- 
ety.” Boycotts, he added, “in a way, 
are self-defeating. We prefer to edu- 
cate with reason and dialogue.” 
Kamm said the boycott has lost 
steam since August 1994, when a 
federal judge overturned the antigay 
referendum, which would have 
repealed a gay rights ordi- 
nance passed by the 
city council. (The 
judge’s decision is 
being appealed.) 

Mark Purdy, a 
columnist for the 
Cincinnati Enquir- 
er, said the con- 
vention could have 
a slight impact on 
Cincinnati, a conserv- 
ative city known na- 
tionwide for its obscenity 
prosecution of a Robert 
Mapplethorpe photo ex- 
hibit “People need to see 
that gay people are all 
kinds of different people,” 
Purdy said. “Cincinnati is a big Re- 
publican town, so these [Log Cabin] 
guys have lots in common with peo- 
ple here. My gut feeling is that hav- 
ing a Democratic convention in 
town would bring more people with 
different views than these guys.” 

But Purdy stressed that whatever 
impact the convention might have 
will be a limited one. “I’m sure it 
will attract attention,” he said. “But 
I know in my heart that, frankly, 
most people in Cincinnati don’t 
care about this.” • 


Colorado 
gets Borked 

F ormer federal appellate court 
judge Robert Bork, who is serv- 
ing as cocounsel for the group 
that sponsored Cincinnati’s antigay 
referendum, has joined the legal 
fray in the battle over gay rights in 
Colorado. 

Bork, best known as the arch- 
conservative whom Congress reject- 
ed for a Supreme Court seat during 
the Reagan administration, filed a 
friend-of-the-court 
brief on January 25 
urging the Supreme 
Court to hear an ap- 
peal of a Colorado 
state supreme court 
decision that voided 
the state’s Amend- 
ment 2, a law would 
ban enactment of 
gay rights laws. 

By ruling that 
Amendment 2 vio- 
lates the right of 
political participa- 
tion held by Col- 
orado’s gays and 
lesbians, the state 
supreme court deci- 
sion “casts a long 
shadow over the 
right of people to 
protect their freedom by adopting 
constitutional liberties,” Bork wrote 
in the brief, which was filed on be- 
half of the states of Alabama, Idaho, 
and Virginia. 

Suzanne Goldberg, a staff attor- 
ney for Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, a national gay 
group that is challenging Amend- 
ment 2, acknowledged that Bork 
“does make some good arguments, 
but for him to say that it is ques- 
tionable for a state supreme court 
to invalidate a voter-passed consti- 
tutional amendment is absurd. Vot- 
ers have no more right to enact an 
unconstitutional amendment than 
the legislature does.' 



Tafel says his group 
is going to Cincinnati 
to be “in their face” 
on the issue. 


—John Gallagher 

RICH TAFEL BY RICK REINHARD/IMPACT VISUALS FOR THE ADVOCATE; ROBERT BORK BY REUTER 



Bork filed a 
brief asking 
the Court to 
hear an 
appeal of a 
decision that 
struck down 
the antigay 
Amendment 2. 
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IS YOUR 

GLASS OF WATER 
HALF-FULL? 
HALF-EMPTY? 
OR SIMPLY 
LIFE-THREATEHIHG 



Even this glass of filtered water can 
be life-threatening— containing the harmful 
parasite Cryptosporidium. 

That is, unless the water has been 
passed through a filter CERTIFIED BY NSF 
FOR CYST REDUCTION under Standard 53: 
Health Effects. 

Filters without this Certification, and 
even some bottled waters, may not be reliable 
safeguards against Cryptosporidium. 

So, next time you or your loved ones 
get thirsty, use an NSF -Certified filter and 
your glasses will always be full— with clean, 
fresh, Crypto-free drinking water. 




NSF CERTIFIED. 
STANDARD 53: 
HEALTH EFFECTS 
CYST REDUCTION 

. 4 * 


3 =VEWW= 

DRINKING WATER FILTERS 


BECAUSE WE DON’T WANT ANYONE 
TO DIE FROM THIRST.™ 


Call 1-800-355-5538 for your free booklet, “A Guide To Quality Drinking Water For People 
With HIV/ AIDS And Their Friends,” and to find the Everpure distributor near you. 

The substances removed or reduced by Everpure filters are not necessarily In your water. 


MAIL-IN OFFER 



EXPIRES 8/31/96 


To obtain a certificate redeemable for a 

FREE EVERPURE REPLACEMENT 
FILTER CARTRIDGE 

1. Complete this form. 

2. For required proof-of-purchase: 

— Provide original cash register receipt with price circled 
for Everpure system purchased. 

— Fill in boxes below with 10- digit UPC code from the cyst -reducing 
filter cartridge label purchased with your Everpure system. 


| — Mall this form, your sales receipt, your name and address to: 
Everpure Free Cartridge Offer 
660 Blackhawk Drive 
Westmont, IL 60559 
• TERMS: Limit one (1) free cartridge certificate per product purchased. No group or 
^ organization request will be honored. This certificate may not be transferred, exchanged or 
sold. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Void where prohibited, taxed or otherwise restricted. Offer 
® only good In the continental U. 8. A. 
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Society 



By Joige Morales 

O ne of the nation’s leading in- 
surance firms is revising its 
policies to augment the joint 
coverage available to gay and 
lesbian couples. In a decision 
made public January 26, Allstate In- 
surance Co. says it will start issuing 
excess liability coverage for home- 
owners to same-sex couples later 
this year; industry observers say 
other companies may soon follow. 


The liability policy, called Person- 
al Umbrella Protection, currently 
provides married couples with addi- 
tional coverage on top of their exist- 
ing homeowner policies. Allstate’s 
standard homeowners insurance al- 
ready covers same-sex couples. 
“We’re changing the language in our 
contracts to reflect the changes in 
today’s lifestyles,” says Jim Dudas, a 
spokesman for the Northbrook, 111., 
company. 

Allstate decided to review its 


company policy after a gay couple in 
New York City sought to purchase 
joint liability insurance. Although 
James Colgate and David Fields 
have been living together for over 
ten years and were registered in the 
city as domestic partners in 1993, 
Allstate said they would have to buy 
two separate policies. The couple 
sought legal representation through 
the Lambda Legal Defense and Ed- 
ucation Fund, which argued that 
Allstate was violating a New York 
state law banning marital status dis- 
crimination as well as provisions of 
the state insurance law prohibiting 
discrimination between people in 
the same class of risk. 

“It seems that lesbians and gay 
men have to go door-to-door to find 
insurance coverage,” says Suzanne 
Goldberg, a staff attorney at Lambda. 
“It’s time for insurance companies to 
end their discrimination. Gay and 
lesbian couples should not have to 
pay twice as much as other couples.” 

After nine months of legal negoti- 
ations, Allstate decided to issue Col- 
gate and Fields joint coverage in De- 
cember 1994 and is now rewriting 
its contracts according to state insur- 
ance laws throughout the country. 

The Allstate case may lead other 
insurance firms to revise their poli- 
cies as well. “I know that other com- 
panies are looking into it, and we 
should be seeing more of it in the 
future,” says Ericka Lewis, a spokes- 
woman for the Insurance Informa- 
tion Institute, which represents 290 
insurance companies nationwide. 
“We commend Allstate for recogniz- 
ing that these domestic situations 
exist, and we expect other compa- 
nies to follow suit.” • 


South Dakota launches a preemptive 
attack on lesbian and gay marriages 

ame-sex couples may be winning recognition in the 
marketplace but not in the political arena— at least 
not in South Dakota, where the state house of repre- 
sentatives approved a bill February 2 banning gay 
marriages. Rep. Roger Hunt told the Associated Press that 
he introduced the legislation because legally married gays 
and lesbians could demand insurance coverage for their 
spouses, which would be too costly for South Dakotans. 


“The bill could be picked up by other states to intro- 
duce preemptive prohibition of same-sex marriage as the 
Hawaii court decision approaches,” says Robert Bray of 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. (A 1994 
Hawaii supreme court ruling approving the issuance of 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples is being appealed.) 

“I don’t see anything about same-sex marriage that 
threatens me,” says state representative Kay Jorgensen. 

But others defend the bill because gays, they maintain, 
can change their orientation. “They do recover,” says Rep. 
John Koskan. “They do end up with normal lives.” 

—Jorge Morales 
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you do anything, 
read this brochure 
It’s free. 

Just call 

, 800 - 932-0050 


66 WE’RE 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO DON’T 
THINK YOU 
SHOULD SELL 
YOUR LIFE 
INSURANCE ^ 
POLICY BY 


FLIPPING 
THROUGH A 
MAGAZINE nf 


We also think you should know who you’re talking 
to when you’re deciding something as important as 
selling your life insurance policy. So here we are. 

No hidden clauses, no anonymous owners, no 
secret partners. And that makes us pretty unique. 

As gay men, NVR's principals understand the 
challenges of HIV as few others in this business 
do. That’s why we’re determined to help you get 
the most money for your policy in the shortest 
time — with the least stress and paperwork on 
your part. 

But whether you choose us — or another 
company— you should be completely aware 
of all your options. So be sure to read our 
free brochure before you make another move. 

Take control. 


JVto? 


NATIONAL VIATOR REPRESENTATIVES, INC 

A Viaticul Settlement Advisor 

We do it all for you. 

And we get you the most for your policy. 
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Newt Gin 





By Chris Bull 


H flH M hen Republican House speaker 

■ ■ ■ Newt Cingrich announced in late 

■ ■■I January that he plans to hold 
WMwM hearings this summer on mea- 

sure to discourage school dis- 

■H VI tricts from adopting gay-friendly 
curricula. Candace Gingrich, his lesbian half 
sister, imagined what she would tell the House 
were she permitted to testify. 

“1 would tell Congress that if some of the 
bills they are considering become law, 1 ' Gin- 
grich says, "'it will drive some young people 
who are struggling with being gay or lesbian 
to suicide. That's what scares me for the future. 
It upsets me to think that my brother could be 
involved in something like that. I would just 
love the chance to speak, but I’m not sure 
Newt would want to hear what I have to say. 11 

But in actuality, says one observer, Gingrich 
may exert considerable influence on the views 
of her brother, w ho is widely believed to have 
become the most influential person in politics 
since assuming the speakership in January. 
“Caudate Gingrich is extremely important in 
the classic battle for the allegiance of Newt Gin- 
grich th;n is playing out between his socially 
conservative constituency and his own more 
libertarian philosophy,” says gay congressman 
Steve Gunderson (R;Wis.), who is a friend of 
Newt Gingrich. “People like Candace and me 
can play a role by bringing our real-life experi- 
ences as gay people to Newt's understanding of 
politics.” ?'•* L ' 
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But Gingrich may have already 
cast his lot with antigay conserva- 
tives. Despite his acknowledgment 
that he has known for several years 
that his sister is a lesbian, Gingrich 
failed to cast a single pro-gay vote 
in Congress last year, according to 
the Human Rights Campaign 
Fund, a gay lobbying group based 
in Washington, D.C. And while he 
claims to support “tolerance” for 
gays and lesbians, Gingrich said in 
an interview last year that “it 
would be madness to pretend that 
families are anything other than 
heterosexual couples,” and he com- 
pared homosexuality to alcoholism. 
(Gingrich declined to be inter- 
viewed for this article.) 

Given such views, Candace Gin- 
grich may prove useful to gay and 
lesbian lobbyists not so much by 
direcdy influencing her brother as 
by publicly highlighting the hy- 
pocrisy of antigay Republicans who 
have gay and lesbian family mem- 
bers. “Newt’s public statements 
have been along the party lines 
that colleagues and supporters 


to Kathleen and her first husband, 
Newton McPherson. Married as 
teenagers, the couple separated 
after less than one week, leaving 
Kathleen to raise Newt by herself 
until she remarried. (Newt took his 
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mother was always showing me ar- 
ticles about him, and it got to the 
point where I really didn’t care 
what he was saying politically.” 

Until her brother was elected 
House speaker, Gingrich lived a 
quiet existence in Harrisburg. Al- 
though she describes her political 
leanings as “as far to the left as 
Newt’s are to the right,” she says 
she’s given little thought to politics, 
devoting most of her time to work- 
ing two part-time jobs as a shipper 
at United Parcel Service and as a 
computer technician for the state’s 
education department, where her 
boss is her sister Roberta Brown. 

Gingrich spends her spare time 
with her family and playing rugby 
on a women’s team in Harrisburg. In 
June she broke up with a girlfriend 
whom she met seven years ago 
while attending Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, where she received 
a degree in sociology. Candace says 
she has yet to begin dating, in part 
because the city’s only women’s bar, 
D-Gem, closed last year, leaving her 
little opportunity to meet other les- 


“Now that Newt is more prominent and the Republicans are in control, I’m wonied.” 


have mouthed— which is to say ex- 
tremely homophobic— and in sharp 
contrast to his personal relation- 
ship with his lesbian sister,” says 
Mitzi Henderson, national presi- 
dent of Parents, Families, and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG), a Washington, D.C.- 
based support group. “I have very 
high expectations for Gingrich’s in- 
tellectual integrity because he is a 
very bright guy. But there is a dis- 
continuity in his thinking that rais- 
es the specter of hypocrisy.” Gin- 
grich’s sister agrees: “I don’t mind 
putting Newt in the position of 
having to explain how he can do 
what he is doing to gays and les- 
bians when he has a lesbian sister.” 
Growing up in Harrisburg, Pa., a 
medium-sized city with a small- 
town feel, Candace Gingrich never 
expected to be thrust into the mid- 
dle of the national gay rights de- 
bate. The youngest of three girls 
bom to Kathleen and Robert Gin- 
grich, Candace, 28, spent little time 
with Newt, 51, who grew up pri- 
marily in Georgia. Newt was bom 


stepfather’ s surname as a boy.) 

“At most I would see Newt a 
couple times a year and at holidays 
because he lives pretty far away 
and it’s hard to get the money to 
fly down to Georgia to see him,” 
Candace says. “We didn’t really 
know each other that well. I re- 
member once when I was 12 or 13, 
he sent me leg warmers at Christ- 
mas. I had to laugh, because I was 
the biggest tomboy in the world. 
When we do see him, we tend to 
talk about the weather and the 
family. He gets enough political 
talk the rest of the time.” 

As a result of their being apart, 
Gingrich says she grew up largely 
oblivious to her brother’s political 
rise and his transformation from a 
liberal to a conservative Republi- 
can with an antigay voting record. 
“Growing up with my mother, who 
is so proud of Newt, I kind of be- 
came desensitized to exacdy what 
he was doing in politics,” she says, 
admitting that she occasionally felt 
jealous of the attention their moth- 
er lavished on her only son. “My 


bians in Harrisburg. 

“I admit it— Pve been pretty apa- 
thetic about politics,” Gingrich says. 
In fact, she was unaware until re- 
cendy of her brother’s support for a 
1993 Cobb County, Ga_, resolution 
describing homosexuality as “in- 
compatible to the standards to 
which this community subscribes.” 
Newt Gingrich, whose district in- 
cludes most of Cobb County, ac- 
cused gay and lesbian opponents of 
the resolution of “emotional black- 
mail” for pressing organizers of the 
1996 Olympics to move volleyball 
events out of Cobb County. 

“I was kind of removed from the 
Cobb County stuff,” says Candace 
Gingrich. “I wasn’t paying much at- 
tention, so I didn’t know he was 
taking any part in it one way or the 
other. Had I known, I might have 
tried to contact him about it” 

The Republican landslide in No- 
vember, however, struck Gingrich 
like a clap of thunder. “Now that 
Newt is more prominent and the 
Republicans are in control, Fm wor- 
ried,” she says. When the Democrats 
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were in control, she felt that Sen. 
Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-Mass.), who is gay, 
“usually held things in check. We 
just don’t have that safeguard any- 
more. Now the cost of apathy may 
be our sexual freedom.” 

After the election, Gingrich says, 
she resolved to come out to the first 
reporter who asked about her sexu- 
al orientation. Just days after the 
November election. Associated 
Press reporter Jill Lawrence posed 
the question after Gingrich’s mother 
hinted at the subject during an in- 
terview at her home in Harrisburg. 

“Up until the reporter asked me, 
nobody had thought to,” Gingrich 
says. “After the election, Jill was at 
my parents’ house, interviewing 
Mom, who was showing her family 
pictures. She says. There’s Candy, 
my youngest, in her high school 
picture; it’s not her most recent one 
because I don’t like to show her 
college picture.’ So then Mom 
whips out my college picture, which 
shows me in a crew cut, and the re- 
porter goes, ‘Well, I think I need to 


talk to Candace.’ When she did call, i 
she said, ‘Your mom practically j 
outed you to me.’ ” 

Five years ago, though, Kathleen ; 
Gingrich’s initial reaction to the i 
news of her daughter’s sexual ori- ; 
entation was not one of uncondi- ; 
tional acceptance. “Mom found a ; 
gay newsletter in my room and j 
confronted me about it,” Candace i 
says. “At first she said all the stereo- i 
typical things, like ‘It’s my fault’ and j 
‘You just haven’t met the right man’ i 
and stuff like that. But since then j 
she has been veiy supportive.” 

When Hillary Rodham Clinton j 
invited Newt and Kathleen to visit j 
her at the White House in January j 
after Kathleen revealed in a TV in- j 
terview that Newt had called the j 
first lady a bitch, it was Roberta j 
Brown, not Candace, whom Newt i 
invited to accompany them on the j 
trip. But Candace says she doesn’t j 
believe the decision was motivated ; 
by her sexual orientation. “I really \ 
would have liked to have met j 
Hillary,” she says. “But he decided i 
the oldest daughter should go. I I 


don’t think he was trying to keep 
me away from Washington.” 
Although brother and sister have 
been little more than acquaintances 
for years, Candace says that Newt 
reacted favorably when Kathleen 
informed him close to five years 
ago that his sister is a lesbian. “My 
mother thought he should know, 
told him, and basically he said. 
That’s fine.’ He said I should live 
my life the way I feel I should. I 
don’t think Newt is very judgmen- 
tal on a personal level. He basically 
accepts people for who they are.” 
But Kathleen Gingrich says her 
son’s personal support for Candace 
will not necessarily translate into 
political support: “When I told him 
about her, Newtie said. That’s fine 
with me; that’s her choice.’ But I 
don’t see why he should support 
gay rights because of it. I don’t 
keep up with these things, but I 
think he can be kind to his sister 
without going the other direction 
on politics.” Admitting that neither 
she nor Newt is completely com- 
fortable with Candace’s sexual ori- 
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entation, Kathleen adds, “I think 
Newtie’s attitude is a lot like mine. 
I accept Candy; that’s Candy. But I 
do wish that Candy would be— 
how should I say it?— natural.” 

Despite her eagerness to con- 
front his opposition to gay rights, 
Candace Gingrich’s access to her 
brother is limited. Since the elec- 
tion their contacts have been infre- 
quent and brief. “We’ve been play- 
ing phone tag,” she says. “I don’t 
know if he is avoiding me or 
what— he is very busy— but I’d real- 
ly like the chance to sit down and 
speak with him.” 

During a conversation with him 
at his January swearing-in ceremo- 
ny in Washington, D.C., Gingrich 
says her brother warned her that 
her public coming-out could lead 
to intrusions on her privacy. “He 
wanted to make sure that I would 
not be bothered,” she says. “But 
my interactions with the press have 
all been positive. I always have the 
option of stopping if things turn 
hostile. If Newt can take the heat, I 
can take the heat.” 


Candace Gingrich says, though, 
that her brother is “confused” 
about gay- and lesbian-related is- 
sues. “Basically Newt is saying that 
gays and lesbians should be toler- 
ated, and as unfortunate as that 



marriage. If you look at the 
pathologies and weaknesses of 
America today, reestablishing the 
centrality of marriage and of the 
role of male and female in that re- 
lationship is a very central issue of 
the next two years.” 

But PFLAG’s Henderson points 
out that Gingrich’s views are incon- 
sistent with his own family history. 
“Newt’s own family was not ‘nor- 
mal,’ ” she says. “I’m not saying it 
was a bad one, but it does raise se- 
rious questions about what makes 
a family a family. It’s not the con- 
figuration of the family that counts 
so much as the quality of the rela- 
tionships between its members.” 
Actually the Gingrich family is 
just one of several that contain 
gays or lesbians as well as promi- 
nent conservatives. During the 
1992 presidential campaign, 
Robert Mosbacher, a top official in 
the Bush administration, expressed 
support for Dee Mosbacher, his les- 
bian daughter. In 1993 conserva- 
tive icon Barry Goldwater credited 
his openly gay grandson, Ty Ross, 


“I accept Candy. But I do wish that Candy would be-how should I say it?— natural.” 


The conversation, though, may 
speak more to Newt Gingrich’s 
own political ambitions than to 
genuine concern for his half sister’s 
privacy. In early February, Gingrich 
asked the family not to appear to- 
gether on Donahue. “I think he 
wants to make sure that the focus 
on his family does not take away 
from the focus on his legislative 
agenda,” says Candace. 

That agenda includes support 
for legislation introduced last year 
that would have denied federal 
funding to school districts if their 
curricula portray gays and lesbians 
in a positive light. At a January 14 
town meeting in Kennesaw, Ga., 
Gingrich said that Rev. Lou Shel- 
don, chairman of the religious-right 
group Traditional Values Coalition, 
has “serious evidence that things 
are being taught that are clearly 
propaganda and clearly recruit- 
ment” in the public schools. “I 
don’t think taxpayers should pay” 
for such programs, he said. (Similar 
legislation is expected to be intro- 
duced this year.) 


language is, I take it as a victory,” 
she says. “It’s certainly better than 
being persecuted or allowing gay 
bashing to happen without special 
laws to prevent it. On the other 
hand, the word tolerance has a bad 
connotation, like a leaky faucet or 
something.” 

As for his support for legislation 
that penalizes schools for providing 
support for gay and lesbian stu- 
dents, however, she says he is seri- 
ously misguided. “While my own 
experience in coming out was pret- 
ty good, for many kids it is a life- 
or-death situation,” she says. “I 
can’t believe diat Newt would real- 
ly want gay and lesbian kids de- 
nied information that there are 
others lik e them out there and that 
they can live a happy life and be 
gay at the same time.” 

Perhaps the House speaker’s 
staunchest rhetoric has been re- 
served for his support for the reli- 
gious right’s “family values” cam- 
paign. Gingrich said last year that 
“over time we want to have an ex- 
plicit bias in favor of heterosexual 


with leading him to support gay 
rights. On the other hand, though, 
right-wing activist Phyllis Schlafly 
has continued to support antigay 
causes even after her gay son, 
John, came out in 1 992. 

Henderson says Newt Gingrich’s 
seemingly contradictory views are 
characteristic of public figures with 
gay or lesbian family members. 
“The question for Newt is whether 
he sees his own family as important 
enough to buck the tremendous 
pressure he is facing from his sup- 
porters to take antigay stances,” she 
says. “People with gay family mem- 
bers often have to choose between 
the public and private persona. 
Let’s hope he has the integrity to 
make the right choice.” 

In the meantime, Candace Gin- 
grich concedes that die jury is still 
out. “I think Newt may eventually 
become an ally, though I can’t be 
sure,” she says. “At the very least, 
my being openly lesbian will make 
him think twice before aligning 
himself with some of the bigots out 
there. But only time will tell.” • 
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Don’t expect President 
Clinton to court gay 
and lesbian voters in 
his 1996 reelection bid 

By J. Jennings Moss 

T wo years to the day after Bill 
Clinton took the oath of of- 
fice as president, Elizabeth 
Birch was sitting in her new 
Washington, D.C., office a 
short walk from the White 
House, ruminating about what it 
would take for gays and lesbians to 
support Clinton a second time. 

Although his administration 
chalked up some accomplishments in 
the area of gay rights— appointing 
openly gay officials and prohibiting 
antigay discrimination in many feder- 
al agencies— Birch, the new executive 
director of the gay lobbying group 
Human Rights Campaign Fund 
(HRCF), knows Clinton’s stronghold 
among gay and lesbian voters has 
weakened. “He has a sea of gay and 


lesbian people out there who feel 
deeply disappointed at a profound 
level,” Birch says. “I think the White 
House has to make a strategic deci- 
sion about how and if it wants to 
begin the process of winning 
back some of the loyalty of 
this group of Americans.” 

Even though the next 
presidential election isn’t 
until November 1996, 
political consultants and 
gay leaders already are 
preparing. Clinton has 
said he will run for a sec- 
ond term. And several Re- 
publicans, including former 
vice president Dan Quayle, 

Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.), and 
Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Tex.), ei- 
ther have announced their candi- 
dacies already or have set up ex- 
ploratory committees. Indeed, two 
states— Louisiana and Arizona— had 
presidential straw polls in January. 

So far the Clinton reelection cam- 
paign appears far from eager to pub- 
licly court the gay vote again. A 
White House official who played a 
key role in Clinton’s 1992 election 
bid says the 1996 campaign’s focus 


must be on attracting the broadest 
group of voters it can rather than 
breaking the electorate into separate 
special-interest groups. 

“A vote for president is a personal 
and complex decision,” says the offi- 
cial, who requested confidentiality. 
“Very few of us vote as a teacher 
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Clinton and his 
possible Repub- 
lican opponents 
(counterclockwise 
from top left): 
Dole, Wilson, 
Quayle, Weld, 
and Gramm 


If die Republican presidential nominee is 
Quayle or Granina, die choice for i>ay and 
lesbia n voters is clear: Clinton. If it s Dole, 
W ilson, or W eld the choice is less certain. 


only or a Texan 
only. There are a 
dozen different cross 
pressures that drive the 
vote. People bring their whole 
life experiences to bear when they 
vote. It’s so unfair to stereotype peo- 
ple by one characteristic.” 


The campaign official adds that 
one reason former president Bush 
stumbled when he tried for a 
second term in 1992 was 
that he tried to cater too 
much to his own collec- 
tion of special interests: 
"The way we won in 
1 992 was by being true 
to Clinton’s center, 
which was centrist” 

Yet in 1992 candi- 
date Clinton was explic- 
it in his promises on gay 
rights issues. He pledged 
an immediate end to the mili- 
tary’s long-standing ban on ho- 
mosexuals in its ranks and to stop 
discrimination in federal agencies. 
He vowed to support federal 
civil rights legislation 
for gays and lesbians. 
He guaranteed that 
his Justice Depart- 
ment would ag- 
gressively prosecute 
hate crimes. He 
promised to appoint 
an AIDS czar and to 
dramatically boost 
the federal govern- 
ment’s response to the 
disease. 

“He has stated core prin- 
ciples, but in many instances 
he hasn’t lived up to them,” says 
Susan Hibbard, a New York City- 
based political consultant con- 
cerned with gay and progressive is- 
sues. “At some point it will be too 
late to say ‘This is what I believe’ 
and then do it. He needs the 
courage of his convictions.” 

Democratic fund-raiser David 
Mixner, a longtime Clinton friend 
and adviser, acknowledges he has 
been “disappointed” with the presi- 
dent. But he adds that “without 
question, Clinton has a better record 
on gay and lesbian issues than all of 
the other presidents combined. ... It 
is a powerful record, and the stoiy 


of that record has yet to be told in 
the lesbian and gay community.” 

Nonetheless, Mixner also argues 
that gays and lesbians should not 
simply accept what the Clinton ad- 
ministration did during its first term. 
“There is no reason in the world 
why we should just be grateful and 
not raise expectations, raise ideas, 
have the freedom to agree and dis- 
agree,” he says. But with a nod to 
the realities of the times, he adds, 
“This is not the dme or political cli- 
mate to pine for new issues.” 

For some gay activists, though, 
die goal is to keep up die pressure. 
Donnie Luehring, a spokesman for 
Americans for Gay Rights, a Denver- 
based advocacy group, hopes to play 
an acdve role in keeping gay issues a 
part of the presidential debate in 
New Hampshire, traditionally the 
site of the nation’s first primary elec- 
tion. “We definitely went for the 
best person [in 1992],” says Lueh- 
ring. “But we put too much of our 
dreams and hopes into a president 
who clearly didn’t stand up for 
everything we wanted. I thought we 
saw a lot of great campaign promis- 
es in 1992. In 1996 I think Clinton 
needs to build trust.” 

But how Clinton goes about 
building that trust and cultivating 
the gay vote without alienating the 
nation’s core of straight, middle- 
class voters, who are worried about 
crime and the economy, is the cru- 
cial question, political consultants 
say. Clinton’s campaign strategists 
“cannot isolate the gay community,” 
says Dawn Laguens, a Washington, 
D.C., political consultant who 
worked on the successful drive to 
defeat an antigay initiative in Ore- 
gon in 1994. “They cannot make 
them scapegoats. On the other hand, 
1 don’t think they’ll be courting the 
gay community as much. Where else 
is the lesbian and gay community 
going to go?” 

If the Republican nominee is 
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Quayle or Gramm— both viewed as 
having hard-line antigay views— 
Democratic consultants see the 
choice for gay and lesbian voters as 
a clear one: with Clinton being the 
only alternative. But if the nominee 
is someone like Dole, California gov- 
ernor Pete Wilson, or especially 
Massachusetts governor William 
Weld— all potential candidates who 
either have expressed pro-gay views 
or are seen as more open-minded on 
gay issues— the choice becomes far 
less certain. 

Bob Meadow, a Democratic Party 
pollster who worked with Laguens 
in Colorado to defeat Amendment 
2, which was passed in 1992, says 
he can envision an approach that 
would help satisfy the needs of peo- 
ple concerned with gay rights while 
not pushing away other voters in 
the American middle. “As Clinton 
looks toward the future, what he’ll 
have to do is look at the universality 
of several issues, like saying discrim- 
ination is wrong,” Meadow says. 
“Everyone has basic rights, and that 
includes being free from discrimina- 
tion. I think it would be very diffi- 
cult for him to have a more aggres- 
sive and vigorous profile.” 

Others share Meadow’s belief that 
Clinton needs to make a clear state- 
ment about being opposed to dis- 
crimination against gays and lesbians. 
“I don’t think the middle will be 
alienated by his support for ending 
discrimination and fighting AIDS,” 
says former HRCF communications 
director Gregory King, who gives the 
Administration good marks for its 
record on gay issues but bad ones 
for a failure in communicating them. 
“We should be as supportive as pos- 
sible to an administration that is an 
ally. We have to be mature political 
players, which, historically, we have 
not been. Our community is delud- 
ing itself if it thinks we’ve handled 
our political responsibility in an ef- 
fective way.” 

Terry Michael, former press secre- 
tary for the Democratic National 
Committee, says Clinton’s problems 
with lesbian and gay voters are 
symptomatic of a more fundamental 
weakness in his relations with the 
American people— his lack of credi- 
bility. “He would do a lot in terms of 
his central problem— which is the be- 
lief that this guy doesn’t stand up for 
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Mixner argues 
that gays and 
lesbians should 
not simply accept 
w hat the Clinton 
adniinistration did 
in its first term. 

anything— if he would make the point 
that he was right to end discrimina- 
tion against gays and lesbians by 
their own government,” says Michael. 
“He didn’t have to go very far with 
gays and lesbians in 1992 to show 
that he was saying something very 
different from what any other politi- 
cian said before. Likewise, looking 
ahead to 1996, he doesn’t have to 
agree with a laundry list from the gay 
left agenda to convince gay Ameri- 
cans that he’s on their side.” 

But the Clinton team, argues 
Mixner, should look at some hard 
political realities. To keep such cru- 
cial electoral states as California, New 
York, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio, 
Clinton must not forget to energize 
the sizable number of gay and les- 
bian voters in each of those states. 

With Election Day less than two 
years away, the consensus appears 
to be that Clinton is the best candi- 
date gays and lesbians are going to 
get— but also that this constituency 
has learned several lessons. “No one 
is going to save us,” says HRCF s 
Birch. “The bottom line is that there 
are no parental figures who are 
going to do this for us. We have to 
do it for ourselves.” • 
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had sex with 
another woman 
did you have 


an orgasm? 
“if so, how 


many times?” 
“Did your partner?” 
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Gay organizations are facing the conflicts that arise when 
a shared passion for politics ignites love amongst the ranks 
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Richard 
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Fowler 


Elizabeth 

Birch 


Three prominent gay groups have seen relationships blossom between fellow members, 
pairings that can often add up to the appearance of conflict of interest. 


By John Gallagher 

W hen the board of directors 
for the Human Rights 
Campaign Fund (HRCF) 
completed its search for 
an executive director in 
the fall of 1994, it concluded that 
Elizabeth Birch was the ideal candi- 
date. For board member Hilary 
Rosen, at least, Birch turned out to 
be another kind of ideal. In the 
course of the job search, Rosen and 
Birch fell in love. 

The partnership has elicited criti- 
cism from activists who believe it to 
be a classic conflict of interest. Argu- 
ing that the selection process was 
clearly tainted, they contend that 
Birch cannot be accountable to a 
board on which her partner serves. 

The issue of fraternization— partic- 
ularly between a staff member and a 
board member— does raise a num- 
ber of thorny questions. “How can 
one person impartially make judg- 
ments about compensation or evalu- 
ation of another when they are in- 
volved?” asks Jon Pratt, executive 
director of the Minnesota Council of 
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For the sixth time we have chartered 
the delightful mv Rio Amazonas and 
invite congenial shipmates to join us 
on a cruise which is not only 
thoroughly enjoyable but also mean- 
ingful- and we again offer our cruise 
on the greatest river on earth at af- 
fordable rates, bringing this great travel 
adventure within everyone’s reach: 


if 
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English-speaking Peruvians. 

Our arrangements include two days in 
Lima, Peru’s capital city, where we visit 
its museums and the splendid Spanish 
colonial churches and palaces, in one of 
which we dine in style. During the week 
on the Amazon river we make daily (and 
some exciting nocturnal) explorations in 
small boats and on foot into the jungle in 
search of wildlife and primitive handi- 
crafts and visit three fascinating river 
ports - Iquitos, Peru; Leticia, Colombia; 
and Tabatinga, Brazil. 

The optional extension includes visits to 
Cusco, the Sacred Valley of the Incas, 
and Machu Picchu-the most dramati- 
cally situated archaeological site in the 
world, where we stay two nights at the 
small hotel near the Inca ruins. 

Detailed brochures of the cruise, with 
deck plans of the mv Rio Amazonas, 
and a copy of our newsletter which lists 
all our fine travel programs for men, are 
available from: 

HANNS EBENSTEN TRAVEL, INC 
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Nonprofits and board chair of the 
Nadonal Council of Nonprofit Asso- 
ciations, an umbrella group for 
statewide councils. “Then is it 
enough if that person refrains from 
voting? How does it look to the 
community being served? There are 
no hard-and-fast rules.” 

Such considerations underscore 
the growing pains of gay groups as 
they grapple to become more pro- 
fessional. The informality that once 
characterized emerging organiza- 
dons is being forced to give way to 
the kind of defined policies upon 
which well-established institutions 
have long relied. 

For her part Birch insists that she 
and Rosen immediately disclosed 


zations Rosen’s decision to distance 
herself from personnel matters per- 
taining to Birch would defuse crid- 
cisms. “The fact that she stepped 
down as board chair and didn’t vote 
on the matter would seem to cure 
the conflict for most boards,” he 
says. “Disclosure and refraining 
from voting are sufficient to clear 
the conflict.” 

However, the appearance of con- 
flict is less easily settled. “This is 
where organizadons often have con- 
flicts that come out in other ways,” 
says Pratt. “If people want to attack 
the decision or the person, either 
could be vulnerable at this point” 

McCleary says that Rosen will not 
participate in any reviews of Birch’s 


T he reassurances have done little to calm 
the concerns of critics, who contend 
that Rosen’s continuing presence on the 
24-member board means that Birch will 
receive favorable treatment and get inside 
information. 


the potendal conflict and took dra- 
matic steps to defuse it. Rosen, a 
record-industry executive, stepped 
down as board cochair, removed 
herself from the search committee, 
and recused herself from voting on 
Birch’s candidacy. “We wanted to 
make sure that there would not be 
even an appearance of impropriety,” 
says Birch. 

HRCF board cochair Don Mc- 
Cleary says that Rosen stepped 
down from the search committee “as 
soon as she determined there might 
be some appearance of conflict. Nei- 
ther myself nor anyone on the 
search committee had any contact 
with Hilary about this selection up 
until the time of the board meedng 
[to vote on the candidates for execu- 
tive director]. Even on that occasion 
Hilary was asked to leave the room.” 

The reassurances have done little 
to calm the concerns of cridcs, who 
contend that Rosen’s continuing 
presence on the 24-member board 
means that Birch will receive favor- 
able treatment and get inside infor- 
mation about board decisions. But 
Pratt points out that at many organi- 


compensadon or job performance: 
“We have an agreement that any 
time those things are to be dis- 
cussed, she is not to be in the 
room.” He adds that Rosen’s pres- 
ence on the board will not influence 
other board members’ opinions of 
Birch in any way. 

HRCF’s personnel handbook 
does specifically address the issue. 
“Relationships between a supervisor 
and an employee he or she super- 
vises, or between an employee and 
a member of the Board of Directors 
or Governors are discouraged,” the 
handbook reads. “In the event these 
relationships occur, they must be 
disclosed to the Deputy Director so 
that provisions can be made for 
transfer, separadon, or other appro- 
priate action that is sensidve to the 
needs of the individuals involved 
and HRCF.” 

In fact, many organizations do 
not have such explicit guidelines. 
“Most organizations do have per- 
sonnel policies,” says Pratt. “But 
most policies do not address this 
area. It would be better if they did. 
Guidelines and standards are a way 


MARCH 7, 1995 


Copyrighted i 


to prevent it from becoming a prob- 
lem. If we thought about it ahead of 
time, we would realize that it’s a 
bad idea for a relative or partner to 
apply for a job if you’re the one 
making the decision.” 

Fraternization among staff mem- 
bers can also be disruptive. Some 
staff members of the organizing 
committee for Gay Games IV were 
upset over the relationship that de- 
veloped between executive director 
Jay Hill and director of communica- 
tions Chris Fowler, who eventually 
resigned from his position. At the 
time Fowler lashed out at staffers 
“who worked hard to make my rela- 
tionship with Jay a problem.” But re- 
lationships between staffers in high- 


group, and Richard Zayas, a newly 
appointed board member. “We 
both had a passion for politics, and 
that’s part of the reason we were at- 
tracted to each other,” says Dadey, 
who adds that he and Zayas in- 
formed the board “within two days” 
of the start of their relationship. The 
board decided to allow Zayas, who 
offered to resign, to stay on as a 
member. But he was prohibited 
from holding a leadership position 
on the board or from voting on 
matters related to Dadey’s salary or 
job evaluation. 

“When it did happen we were 
very up-front with the board leader- 
ship about it,” says Dadey. Zayas 
has since left the board. 


W liile incidents of fraternization have 
also drawn criticism at various 
corporations, they have aroused more 
controversy in gay groups than in 
mainstream advocacy or nonprofit 
organizations. 


level positions are, Pratt believes, 
“generally a bad idea” because they 
blur the lines of authority. 

While incidents of fraternization 
have also drawn criticism at various 
corporations, they have aroused 
more controversy in gay groups 
than in mainstream advocacy or 
nonprofit organizations. “Obviously 
it goes on, but I just am not aware 
of any situation,” says Katie Bum- 
ham, executive director of the Soci- 
ety for Nonprofit Organizations, an 
information clearinghouse based in 
Madison, Wis. “Maybe it’s relatively 
rare, or it’s unspoken.” 

Chances are that fraternization oc- 
curs but keeps a low profile. Bum- 
ham believes. Indeed, romances may 
be inevitable when like-minded peo- 
ple come together. “What has 
brought us to nonprofit organiza- 
tions is shared values,” says Burn- 
ham. “When you find those people 
who have shared values, they do be- 
come very attractive in other ways.” 
That was the case in 1992 with 
Dick Dadey, executive director of 
the Empire State Pride Agenda, a 
New York State gay lobbying 


Dadey says that the group’s struc- 
ture was much looser at the time 
than it is now: “The Pride Agenda 
was a year and a half old when it 
happened. It was a relatively new 
organization, still finding its way.” 
Were a similar situation to arise 
now, adds Dadey, the results would 
be different. “The board member 
would be asked to resign, given 
where the organization is today,” he 
says. “Philosophically I’m opposed 
to board members and staff being 
involved, but I know I don’t have 
the strongest record.” 

Still, Pratt says, people should not 
be forced to take the veil when they 
join an organization: “Although it’s 
great to do things for a community, 
you don’t want to get in the way of 
true love.” 

But ultimately, he suggests, the 
wisest resolution to such conflicts 
may be a member’s leaving the 
group for another organization. And, 
he adds, that decision may pay divi- 
dends for the relationship as well. 
“Relationships are so hard anyway,” 
he says. “There’s no need to compli- 
cate them.” • 
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SINS OF 
THE FATHER 

A much-publicized case of alleged infanticide provides ammunition 
for those opposed to the reproductive rights of gays and lesbians 


By Ingrid Ricks 


T he day after Jonathan 
Austin Huddleston was 
bom, his mother, Phyllis 
Huddleston, turned the 
infant over to his father, 
James Austin, in accor- 
dance with the terms of a 
commercial surrogacy 
agreement. Five weeks later, on Jan- 
uary 17, Austin was charged with 
killing the child. 

Austin, 26, an unmarried financial 
analyst in Hanover Township, Pa., 
had paid $30,000 to the Infertility 
Center of America in Indianapolis to 
arrange for a surrogate mother to be 
artificially inseminated with his 
sperm and give birth to his child. 
On January 8, however, he took the 
infant to a hospital, where it was dis- 
covered that the child had a frac- 
tured skull and was bleeding inter- 
nally. Austin admitted to police that 
he had shaken the baby and beaten 
him with his fists and a plastic hang- 
er because “he wouldn’t stop cry- 
ing.” Charges of aggravated assault 
and recklessly endangering the wel- 
fare of the child were changed to 
homicide when the baby died nine 
days later. Austin has pleaded not 
guilty. 

The tragedy adds fuel to the fire 
in a growing debate among medical 
ethicists and lawmakers, many of 


whom contend that tighter regula- 
tions and screening processes are 
needed in surrogacy and artificial- 
insemination cases. With reports 
that sex paraphernalia (including 
personal lubricants and the maga- 
zines Hot Hunks and Contents, Boys) 
were seized from Austin’s home, it 
seems likely that conservative 
groups will use the incident as a 
means to push for legal restrictions 
on the use of alternative re- 
productive techniques by 
anyone other than married 
couples. 

One Pennsylvania lawmak- 
er has already announced 
that he will seek to make all 
surrogacy contracts in the 
state nonbinding, and surro- 
gacy opponents are watching 
closely to see how the Austin 
case turns out. “If this guy 
turns out to be gay and he 
murdered this baby, I would 
go so far as to predict that we 
will see a ban on commercial 
surrogacy in Pennsylvania by the 
end of this legislative session and 
will at least see a bill introduced 
that would ban gay and single par- 
ents from access to surrogacy,” says 
Arthur Caplan, director of the Cen- 
ter for Bioethics at the University of 
Pennsylvania. “People are not per- 
suaded that they want to see gay 
people be parents.” Caplan adds 


that the Ausdn incident will only re- 
inforce that prejudice. 

While surrogacy has been the 
subject of national debate before, 
controversy has previously centered 
on issues other than gay or single 
parenting. Caplan, for instance, 
would like to see an outright ban on 
commercial surrogacy— not because 
he is opposed to gay or single par- 
ents but because he feels that com- 
mercial surrogacy “exploits 
poor women” and is nothing 
more than “baby selling.” 
He cites ethical problems 
that arise from treating a 
baby as a commercial prod- 
uct: What happens, he asks, 
if the surrogate mother 
doesn’t want to give up the 
baby, as in the Baby M case, 
or if the baby is bom with a 
birth defect and nobody 
wants it? In Caplan’s view, 
“if a person is fertile and is 
not gay, there is no excuse” 
for resorting to surrogacy; a 
gay person has “a better argument 
but not by much.” 

Seventeen states and the District 
of Columbia have legislation in place 
regarding surrogacy. Some of them 
also have specific guidelines regard- 
ing the amount of money that can 
be exchanged or whether an inter- 
mediary can be involved. Louisiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Nebraska, and 
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Washington all have laws voiding 
paid surrogacy agreements, while 
Arizona, Indiana, New York, Utah, 
and the District of Columbia void all 
surrogacy agreements, whether paid 
or unpaid. Virginia and New Hamp- 
shire both have formidable restric- 
tions on surrogacy, including requir- 
ing advance court approval for any 
arrangement and limiting access to 
married couples. 

Caplan believes that with the na- 
tional publicity from the Ausdn case, 
many more states will turn to ban- 
ning commercial surrogacy altogeth- 
er. In fact, Caplan anticipates that 
within a couple of years, nearly all 
states will have some sort of surro- 
gacy ban in place. “Given the cur- 
rent political climate, it wouldn’t 
surprise me if there are also a lot 
more restrictions regarding single 
parents and gays,” he says. “It’s part 
of the general conservative turn 
back to traditional family values.” 

But Fay Johnson, director of the 
national headquarters in Camarillo, 
Calif., of the Organizadon of Parents 
Through Surrogacy, says it is unfair 
of the public to blame the Austin 
case on surrogacy. Says Johnson: 
“It’s just like blaming adoption for 
Joel Steinberg or biological parent- 
ing for Susan Smith.” 

Johnson adds that she is a firm 
believer in having screening proce- 
dures in place for anyone who seeks 
a baby through surrogacy. But she 
insists that the vast majority of clinics 
already follow basic screening guide- 
lines, including making sure the po- 
tendal parent or parents are finan- 
cially prepared and have an adequate 
support system to help care for the 
child. She says most agencies would 
have screened Austin out immediate- 
ly, both on the grounds that he is a 
single parent without a support net- 
work in place and because of the in- 
adequate reasons he gave for want- 
ing a child. “You have a man who is 
26 years old whose reason for want- 
ing a child is that he is lonely,” says 
Johnson. “He worked from home; 
he had no social structure. That 
should have raised red flags.” 

According to Johnson, some sur- 
rogacy agencies automadcally screen 
out single parents, in part because it 
is harder to find women who are 
willing to be surrogate mothers for 
them. She says it is also more diffi- 
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cult to find a surrogate mother for a 
gay couple. “I think single parents 
are going to take the biggest fall in 
this, and it’s not a single-parenting 
issue,” she says. “The issue is about 
one man’s actions and about isola- 
tion. And other than making some- 
thing sensational, what does sex 
paraphernalia have to do with any- 
thing? Do all people with sex para- 
phernalia around their house kill 
people?” 

The most tragic thing about the 
Austin case, according to Kathryn 
Kendell, legal director for the San 
Francisco-based National Center for 
Lesbian Rights, is that even though 
it has been statistically demonstrat- 
ed that gay men and lesbians who 
adopt children or have them 
through artificial insemination 
do not abuse them, “this one 
case is going to be what sticks 
in people’s minds.” The 
Austin case, Kendell fears, 
may serve as a lightning rod 
of support for the radical 
right’s movement to deny gay 
men and lesbians the right to 
become parents, be it through 
adoption, artificial insemina- 
tion, or surrogacy. 

That movement already 
can point to precedents 
on the international front. 
Sweden, Scotland, and the 
Northern Territory in Aus- 
tralia all have laws or policies in 
place that ban single women and 
lesbians from having access to artifi- 
cial insemination, with legislation 
pending or debate under way in 
Italy, France, England, Canada, and 
Hong Kong. 

And while no states currently pro- 
hibit single women from having ac- 
cess to artificial-insemination ser- 
vices, a bill introduced December 30 
in Oregon proposes doing just that. 
Though not expected to pass, the 
Oregon bill— introduced by Demo- 
cratic representative Kevin Mannix, 
who submitted a bill prohibiting 
surrogacy agreements the same 
day— has struck a raw nerve among 
many of the state’s other Democrats, 
who call it discriminatory and un- 
constitutional. 

Other states, such as Washington, 
have introduced legislation that 
would prohibit gays and lesbians 
from adopting or becoming foster 
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parents. Florida and New Hamp- 
shire already have laws in place for- 
bidding adoption by same-sex cou- 
ples. And on January 30, Mary 
Dean Harvey, director of Nebraska’s 
department of social services, an- 
nounced a new policy banning fos- 
ter parenting by lesbians and gay 
men. Kendell sees a domino effect 
when it comes to such policies and 
legislation: “When one country or 
state starts enacting legislation to 
restrict the creation of gay and les- 
bian families, other countries and 
states look at it and say, ‘We should 
do it too.’ ” 

In the absence of legislation, how- 
ever, decisions about access to artifi- 
cial-insemination and surrogacy ser- 
vices have been left to private 
agencies. Gladys White, 
Ph.D., executive director of 
the National Advisory 
Board on Ethics in Repro- 
duction (NABER) in Wash- 
ington, D.C., believes artifi- 
cial-insemination and 
surrogacy centers have a 
moral obligation to ask 
questions “that go above 
and beyond how much is 
being paid. It is unethical to 
look the other way and not 
ask about social networks 
and financial ability. It is 
not acceptable to ignore 
drug abuse or abusive rela- 
tionships. These are general consid- 
erations that should come into play 
with any individual.” 

Although White notes that 
“NABER takes the point of view that 
it is not acceptable to have sexual 
orientation-based discrimination,” 
she says her organization has not 
felt that it “could twist the arm of a 
practitioner and say, ‘You must ex- 
tend services to everyone.’ If a prac- 
titioner feels in good conscience 
that he can’t provide service, he has 
the obligation to refer the people 
elsewhere.” 

White believes there needs to be 
a set of guidelines that all clinics of- 
fering reproductive services adhere 
to. At the same time she under- 
stands that if the process of qualify- 
ing for services is too cumbersome, 
people might choose to go a less 
safe route by circumventing the clin- 
ics altogether. Lesbians seeking arti- 
ficial insemination services, for ex- 


ample, may end up simply using 
fresh sperm from a friend or ac- 
quaintance. 

This is a very real concern for 
Kendell, who confirms that many 
lesbians are indeed turning to gay 
men for sperm because they want 
to avoid discrimination at clinics. 
“We know that there are hundreds 
of practitioners, infertility doctors, 
and artificial-insemination physi- 
cians who have a policy within tbeir 
offices that they will not inseminate 
single women or lesbians,” says 
Kendell, who notes that the policies 
are usually cloaked under a “we 
will serve only married women” 
guideline. 

Kendell says bypassing artificial 
insemination centers is dangerous 
from a personal standpoint because 
the man providing the sperm is usu- 
ally a known donor and may come 
back and try to obtain parental 
rights. It is also dangerous from a 
medical standpoint, she says, be- 
cause by using fresh sperm, one 
cannot screen for HIV or other sex- 
ually transmitted diseases. “There is 
a lag time between infection with 
HIV and testing positive for HIV,” 
she explains. “You can test the 
sperm initially, and it may not show 
up, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t 
there. By freezing it and testing it at 
a later point, you can be absolutely 
certain.” 

Kendell believes the radical right 
is focusing on the issue of gay par- 
enting as a means to promote a 
broader antigay agenda. It is there- 
fore crucial, she says, that gays and 
lesbians be proactive and fight back: 
“I think it is going to require 
tremendous education and aggres- 
sively fighting the attack on the in- 
tegrity of our families by challenging 
statutes and creating families any 
way we can as long as it is safe and 
practical.” 

“The next step is to make our 
families as visible as possible,” con- 
tinues Kendell, who believes that 
this may be the best way to con- 
vince people that gay men and les- 
bians do, in fact, make excellent par- 
ents. “Our kids will play with their 
kids,” she says. “Their parents will 
see that we are good parents and 
raise terrific kids. I think it’s the next 
way of coming out of die closet. Our 
kids will do it for us.” • 
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You’re Not Alone. 


Let PRIDE help. 


Founded eight years and 3,000 graduates ago. Pride Institute is the nation's first and only 
accredited alcohol and drug treatment center devoted exclusively to lesbian, gay and bisexual 
patients. In addition to our proven chemical dependency treatment. Pride Institute patients heal 
from shame/low self-esteem, HIV /Aids related stress and grief and self-destructive behavior. 


Pride Institute now also offers a psychiatric program to treat: 

• Depression 

• Sexual addiction/compulsivity 

• Survivors of abuse 

• Eating disorders 

Pride Institute patients leave ready to live healthy, productive lives. 


PRIDE INSTITUTE 



1-800-54-PRIDE, 1-800-DIAL GAY 
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HOWTO REACH EYE CONTACT: 

Find your local access number: 

Call (800) 848-8980 (voice), 
select #2 & follow the directions 
OR 

Call EYE CONTACT direct (modem) at (4151 703-8200 
& find your local access number online 
Connecting with your local access number: 

Call your local access number (modem) at 8/N/1 
When you see connect on your screen, press your enter key 
You may get some jumbled charaters on your screen 
Type .ec and press your enter key again (EC is our Host Name) 

Welcome to EYE CONTACT! For assistance, call voice at (800) 949-2668. 
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Local access from over 800 cities! 


Live, uncensored group and 
private chat! 

Over 20,000 "X" and "G" 
rated files and pictures! 

Lively public forums! 

Online matchmaker database! 
And much, much more! 
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Beach 
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i House 


On the Waterfront • Private Baths 
Parking • Pool • Centrally Located 
• Beautiful Accommodations 
165 Commercial St. 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
508 - 487-1928 • 800 - 354-8628 




TRADE WINDS INN 

12 Johnson Street, Provincetown, MA 02657 
Open Y ear Round. Fireplace 
Rooms with VCR-TV • Private Bath 
Queen-Sized Beds • Outdoor Jacuzzi 
Cottage • Exercise Room • Parking 
Centrally Located • Continental Breakfast 
Cottages • Deluxe Suite • Parking 

508 - 487-0138 



[Or 


One Acre Guest Complex 
• Rooms • Suites • Parking 
■ Fireplaced Apts • Pvt Baths 
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25 Tremont St. P. O. Box 937 
Provincetown, MA 02567 
(508) 487 0520 





Six Webster 
Place 


a 1750’s Bed 
& Breakfast 

Working Fireplaces in 
most rooms, suites & 
Luxury Apartments 



1-800-6 WEBSTER 
( 508 ) 487-2266 
Six Webster Place 
Provincetown, MA 02657 



Watership Inn 


tout Rooms 


/‘riiute Rtntn 


Porchsidc liar 


BACKSTREET DANCE CLUB 


Provincetown 's 
Premiere Waterfront Resort 


In Town Reservations 

’Enjoy The Perfect Provincetown Vacation . " 

• FREE Reservations • Cottages, Motels, 

• Service for Guest Condos & Houses. 
House Rooms 

We alu) offer yon full travel services for all 
air, land sea transportation. 


Make the most d your leisure and vacation time calling 
Provtnmown Reservations System Count on us to reserve your 
accommodations for your next visit to Provincetown; as well as for 
|Mofc5s»onal travel arrangements around the world. 

When you're visiting llte Cape, call on us to insure your 


BEACH CLUB AT PROVINCETOWN 

Qualify Waterfront Accommodations 
Private Baths • Tea Dance • Pool 
Restaurant • Open April-October 


spot at the liveliest shows ami best restaurants 

We’re ready to reserve a great time for you seven days . 
week throughout the year 

For shows, please call 487-MOO 
For kmiwicdcrahle lodging and accurate l ravel 
reservations, please call (800)648-0364 


161 Commercial St., 
Provincetown. MA 02657 


There's no better time to visit our 
community. Walk along narrow streets. Browse 
through art galleries and shops. Dine at intimate 
restaurants. Enjoy beaches and dunes. 
Relax at comfortable quaint inns. 

For information call or write: 


Provincetown Business Guild 
P.O. Box 42 1 A 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
1 -8004537-8696 


• Fireplaced Captains Home 
• Private Baths • Central Location 
• OUT Season Specials 
7 Winlhrop St. Provincetown, MA 02657 
508-487-0094 • 1-800-330-9413 


Sleep, Eat, 
Laugh, Fly. 
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Viewpoint 


Larry Kramer 


Gay men vs. health crisis 



jMBk PEOPLE ASK ME HOW 1 CAN BE ASHAMED I 
r „ . ^ r helped start Gay Men’s Health Crisis (which 

spawned the other AIDS service organiza- 
tions, of which I’m also not so proud). 

A new and exciting drug, the Abbott pro- 
tease, is ready. Initial tests reveal no side ef- 
fects and substantial increases in CD4-cell counts. We 
can’t get it because of red tape. ACT UP fought like 
tigers to get much poorer drugs released. Who’s fighting 
for us to get this good one? 

A new bathhouse opened right by GMHC’s offices. 
Gays are flocking to it as if the rate of infection in young 
gay men is not skyrocketing and AIDS never happened. 

‘Treatment Issues,” a superb newsletter devoted to 
AIDS therapies, which is edited by David Gold and 
published by GMHC, is about to be thrown out the 
window. 

Gold dared to support fast release of the Abbott pro- 
tease in ‘Treatment Issues.” For so doing 
he was hauled on the carpet by his “su- 
pervisor,” David Barr, who single-hand- 
edly (and fascistically) dictates GMHC’s 
treatment “policies.” 

I was recently interviewed by Gold for 
‘Treatment Issues.” The interview— a be- 
nign one— was vetted by Dr. Gabriel Tor- 
res, GMHC’s medical consultant, who 
approved it, even agreeing with my re- 
marks, including my plea for the protease. Barr threat- 
ened to fire Gold if he published my interview. Gold, 
after trying without success for a month to discuss this 
situation with GMHC’s executive director, Jeff Richard- 
son, handed in his resignation— one more good person 
with a broad vision parting company with GMHC. 

Why is GMHC not attempting to keep this invaluable 
employee (I make no bones about it: I think he is an ex- 
ceptional person— a noble, honest, moral man), to reas- 
sign him to another “supervisor”? And to save this in- 
valuable publication, which is now so highly regarded 
that subscribers include the Salk Institute, the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute, the National Institutes of 
Health, the Aaron Diamond research laboratory. New 
York University, Harvard University— not to mention tens 
of thousands of people with AIDS and the HIV-infected? 

Why is GMHC siding with Barr, who recently told a 
meeting of health officials, advocates, and community 
gay leaders how much he enjoys going to the baths and 
how we should fight to open more of them? (GMHC 
also actively distributes ads for hustlers and sex clubs in 
its offices. Pleas to stop from a doctor who runs one of 
their therapy groups have been rejected.) Why is GMHC 
siding with Barr, who is trying to prevent us from get- 
ting the Abbott protease as quickly as possible? Why is 


GMHC is now only a 
service bureaucracy 
with a vision no 
broader than its own 
set of internal rules. 


GMHC siding with Barr and allowing him to use the or- 
ganization itself to fight his personal vendettas against 
me and Gold? 

Why? Because GMHC is now only a service bureau- 
cracy with a vision no broader than its own set of inter- 
nal rules. X must report to Y, so X must do what Y com- 
mands. For the sake of power disguised as order, 
GMHC is prepared to destroy “Treatment Issues” and to 
lose Gold. This is our leading AIDS agency, the “role 
model” for all others? This is humanism? 

Where and who is the executive director who permits 
a personnel problem to grow to this magnitude? Few 
outsiders even know what Richardson looks like. This is 
a leader? This is someone who cares? 

Where and who is the board chairman who can allow 
an executive director to run an agency so badly? Many 
of us had high hopes when Louis Bradbury was elect- 
ed: He promised he’d turn GMHC into an agency that 
would fight for us at last. So far 
his words sound as believable as Bill 
Clinton’s. 

Gold has personally raised more than 
$100,000 so ‘Treatment Issues” could 
have more pages. A major GMHC donor 
questioned what could be done from the 
outside to keep both Gold and ‘Treat- 
ment Issues.” Bradbury answered initial- 
ly that nothing could be done. Now he 
admits he’s “appalled” at what’s happening and particu- 
larly “appalled” by several exceptionally arrogant and 
cruel memos written by Barr. How appalled are you, 
Louis? Appalled enough to do something about it? 

This isn’t the first time Barr has used the organization 
to vent his rage or disagreement. (He’s well-known for 
using GMHC stationery to promulgate unofficial busi- 
ness.) But this is a much larger issue than Barr versus 
Kramer (who loathe each other). 

How much longer should we support organizations 
run this way? To what extent should gay people contin- 
ue to pick up the tab so that immoral cowards can take 
care of what’s turning out to be an increasing number of 
straight clients (40%) while not only not fighting for gay 
men, for our health, and for the treatments that will keep 
us alive longer but also crucifying the David Golds of 
this world, who want to work to end this plague and get 
punished for trying to? (And which other AIDS service 
agency is performing any better? How many of them 
have demanded the immediate release of the protease?) 

Perhaps like AIDS itself, GMHC’s bad cells are over- 
powering its good cells, and it’s too sick to survive. 

Kramer is an internationally known playwright, author, 
and AIDS activist. 
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American Life Resources has been meeting 
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of your life. 
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Your Health 


Homophobia in 
lesbian health care 


By Katherine A. O’Hanlan, MD 


/ / ■ t’s like putting your health 
■®Hin the hands of someone 
I who really hates you.” 
I That’s what one survey re- 
spondent said in a 1990 report on 
lesbian health care by Patricia 
Stevens, Ph.D., and Joanne Hall, 
Ph.D. Other quotes in the article 
paint an equally frightening picture 
of women who trusted a system that 
betrayed them. This is not totally 
surprising. Having 
attended medical 
school in the late 
’70s, I am acute- 
ly aware of how 
homophobic 
doctors can be. 

Classmates used 
to hiss and boo 
whenever I raised 
my hand to object 
to homophobic or 
misogynistic com- 
ments made by lec- 
turing professors. 

Nowadays, I teach 
medical students 
myself, and things 
are very different in my classroom. 
But in medical practice, homophobia 
is still rampant. In a 1986 survey of 
930 San Diego doctors, for instance, 
40°/o of them admitted that they 
were frequendy uncomfortable pro- 
viding care to gay or lesbian pa- 
tients. The most homophobic doc- 
tors were involved in family practice 
and general medicine and in obstet- 
rics and gynecology— the gatekeep- 
ers in any health maintenance orga- 
nization. Nurses are not necessarily 
different: A Midwest nursing school 
faculty survey published in 1989 re- 


vealed that nearly half of the teach- 
ers thought lesbianism was unnatur- 
al and disgusting. Some believed 
that lesbians molest children. 

In 1994 the Gay and Lesbian 
Medical Association (GLMA) sur- 
veyed its membership of U.S. and 
Canadian physicians and medical 
students and reported that more 
than half of GLMA physicians had 
observed their heterosexual col- 
leagues providing substandard care 
to a lesbian or gay padent. 

What does 
this mean for 
lesbians who 
are seeking 
health care? 
Sometimes it 
means they 
simply don’t. A 
1 981 study by 
Patricia Robert- 
son, MD, an ob- 
stetrician-gyne- 
cologist at the 
University of 
California, San 
Francisco, 
showed that les- 
bians typically 
wait nearly three times as long as 
heterosexual women before going in 
for their next Pap smear. 

The bottom line is that it’s impor- 
tant that you feel comfortable shar- 
ing information with your health 
care provider. If you are sexual only 
with women, for instance, but your 
physician is unaware of this, you 
risk receiving unreliable advice and 
tests that are unnecessary or inaccu- 
rately interpreted. If your provider 
knows you are a lesbian, she can 
focus on the health issues pertinent 
to you, avoid unnecessary lines of 


ONE-ON-ONE 

Q Seven years ago my doc- 
■ tor told me that my Pap 
a smear results were abnor- 
mal. I received successful 
treatment, and since then the re- 
sults from all my Pap smears 
have been normal. How often 
should lesbians get Pap smears? 

A j First, some background 
information. Cervical can- 
g cer is inidated by a virus, 
the human papillomavirus 
(HPV). HPV is most often spread 
by unprotected sex with men, es- 
pecially very sexually active men. 
There are, however, documented 
transmissions of HPV by lesbian 
sexual activity. This means diat the 
Pap smear remains an important 
test for lesbians, even diough our 
chance of developing cervical can- 
cer is not as high as that for het- 
erosexual women. 

The development of cervical 
cancer is further promoted by car- 
cinogens in cigarette smoke that 
enter the bloodstream through the 
lungs and are secreted into cervi- 
cal mucus. Inadequate levels of 
beta-carotene and andoxidant vita- 
mins have also been associated 
with a higher likelihood of con- 
tracting HPV. Lesbians with any of 
the known risk factors (prior ab- 
normal Pap smear results, sex in 
the teenage years, sex with men, 
smoking, poor nutrition) from any 
time in their lives should get Pap 
smears every year because the 
virus, once in the vagina, stays in 
the vagina. No treatment can get 
rid of it. Treatments diat involve 
the removal of abnormal or sus- 
ccpdble cervical or vaginal dssue, 
however, greatly reduce the inci- 
dence of cervical cancer. Hysterec- 
tomy is rarely necessary. 

The Lesbian Health Fund estab- 
lishes grants for research and edu- 
cation to address some of the is- 
sues raised above. For more 
information, call (415) 255-4547. 
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questioning, support your relation- 
ship in rough times, offer sexual 
counseling when necessary, and 
avoid referring you to homophobic 
colleagues. 

Unfortunately, while 98% of 
GLMA doctors agree that accurate in- 
formation about sexual behavior is 
essential to an effective health care 
relationship, two thirds also believe 
that patients do risk compromising 
the quality of their care in coming 
out to their doctors. 

Lesbians deserve respectful care. 
Before seeing a new physician, it may 
be wise to get opinions from gay or 
lesbian friends. Another way to dis- 
cern a physician’s attitude about ho- 
mosexuality is to call his or her office 
and ask. If the office personnel take 
your question seriously, you’ll know 
you’re dealing with people sensitive 
to your concerns. If they don’t “get 
it,” then you’ve saved yourself a trip. 
Another way is to choose one of the 
1,600 gay and lesbian physicians 
who are GLMA members. For names 
of the doctors nearest you, call (415) 
255-4547. 

What are lesbian 
health issues? 

D o lesbians have different health 
care needs than heterosexual 
women do? We think so, but 
there are no solid data to prove 
it What we do have are multiple sur- 
veys conducted over the past ten 
years suggesting that lesbians have a 
different health profile of risk factors 
(e.g., smoking, lack of exercise, toxin 
exposure, poor nutrition, and unpro- 
tected sex, all of which carry a mathe- 
matical probability for causing related 
diseases, such as cancer, heart attacks, 
or infections) compared with hetero- 
sexual women. Some studies suggest 
that lesbians weigh more than hetero- 
sexual women; abundant body fat 
has been associated with a higher risk 
of heart attacks and cancers of the 
breast, uterus, and colon. Studies also 
suggest that lesbians drink more alco- 
hol and smoke more cigarettes than 
heterosexual women, implying that 
we are more at risk for heart attacks 
and strokes as well as cancers of the 
lung, breast, colon, and stomach. 
Surveys also confirm that lesbians 
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have fewer babies: About 15% to 
30% of us have babies compared 
with 85% to 90% of heterosexual 
women. Why is that important? Be- 
cause having completed one or more 
pregnancies reduces the risk of can- 
cers of the breast, uterus, and 
ovaries. Long-term use of birth con- 
trol pills has been associated with a 
lower risk of cancer of the uterus and 
the ovaries, but few lesbians need or 
take them. 

Are these surveys correct? Do les- 
bians get more cancers of the breast, 
ovaries, or uterine lining? Do we get 
heart disease at an earlier age or 
more frequently? Exacdy what is our 
health profile? The answers can 
come only from quality research, 
which is usually affordable only by 
government health research agen- 
cies, such as the 
National Institutes 
of Health (NIH). 

There are, how- 
ever, two encourag- 
ing developments 
on the horizon: The 
Women’s Health 
Initiative (WHI)— an 
NIH-funded, 

1 63,000-woman, 
eight-to- 1 5-year 
study covering 
diet, exercise, hor- 
mones, bone densi- 
ty, and heart dis- 
ease-agreed to add 
a question about 
participants’ sexual 
orientation to provide a lesbian dem- 
ographic profile. And the Nurses 
Health Study, an ongoing 20-year 
study of 21,000 nurses, will also 
stratify by sexual orientation. From 
these two studies we should soon get 
some important information about 
the actual cancer and heart attack 
rates among lesbians. Postmenopaus- 
al lesbians between the ages of 50 
and 79 are encouraged to join WHI. 
Call (301) 402-2900 to find the WHI 
center nearest you. 


Do lesbians get 
more cancers 
of the breast, 
ovaries, or 


than heterosex- 
ual women? Do 
we get heart 
disease at an 
earlier age or 
more frequent- 
ly? The answers 
can come only 
from research. 


O’Hanlan is associate director of the 
Gynecologic Cancer Service at Stanford 
University Medical Center and an assis- 
tant professor at Stanford University 
School of Medicine. Send your questions 
c/o The Advocate, P.O. Box 4371, Los 
Angeles, CA 90078-4371, or send a fax 
to (213) 467-6805. 
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To the inside observers of Seventh 


'OF\ Avenue, P^ase gay fashion 
would sound painfully redundant 


Business 


But the undying assumption that 
a straight image equals profits results in 
pervasive homophobia. Still, there are those who espouse 
an in-your-face gayness that translates into a fresh 
approach to fashion both on the runway and on the street 
Peter Galvin talks to upstart designers Rapond Drag- 
on and John Bartlett and to mannequin extraordinaire 
Jenny Shimizu about their maverick designs for living. 


Gay 

narcissus 

Entrepreneur Raymond Dragon 
makes his mark as gay 
fashion’s hottest commodity 


(. 


eing gay is what I’m about,” 
[ ■ says designer Raymond Drag- 

V# ■ U on. Running his own business, 
he asserts, is also making a po- 

■ litical statement: “I’m the only 

■ designer who absolutely says 

■ am gay.’ I market to a gay 
consumer, and my customer is 

very happy that I have no qualms about saying it. It’s also 
a political statement to have an openly gay store— my New 
York store— across from Barneys. And we do windows that 
reflect what’s going on in the gay community.” 

You’ve seen the ads in magazines: hunky guys staring 
glumly but sexily at the camera, hanging out in formfitting 
muscle shirts, tank tops, T-shirts, and bathing suits. Some 
are butch-looking with goatees and shaved heads, but 
more often the models are clean-cut with hairless, chiseled 
water-polo-team looks. These wet-dream come-ons make 
up the advertising campaign for Dragon, whose epony- 
mous line of skintight fashions— mosdy a blend of clingy 
fabrics such as spandex and acetate— provide men the 
maximum opportunity to show off dieir God-given, gym- 
enhanced physical assets. 

But of course, one thinks on seeing the designer with his 
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dose-cropped head of hair and mus- 
des galore. It all seems to fit: Dragon 
is purveying a hypermasculine aes- 
thetic that he himself appears to em- 
body, distilling the more narcissistic 
aspects of gay life— working out, pos- 
ing, cruising— into a fashion state- 
ment that prizes brawn over brain. 

Yet to project all this onto gende 
Dragon— a self-professed workaholic 
who rarely goes out and doesn’t 
seem to belong to any gay in crowd 
or scene— is to misunderstand the 
man. Dragon is no body fascist; 
rather, he’s an astute businessman. 
During the November 1994 launch 
of his West Hollywood store. Drag- 
on admitted that he does what he 
does simply because “I like having 
my own business.” 

Raised in Detroit, Dragon has an 
engineering degree from Michigan 
State University and a performing 
arts degree from Lansing Communi- 
ty College. He moved to New York 
in the early ’80s to pursue a career 
as a singer and dancer. 

Within a month he got his 
first job as a Flying Zucchini 
Brother in a touring compa- 
ny of The Muppet Show. 

After that he toured with 
Richard Harris in Camelot 
for a while but then quit the 
business. “It’s a miserable 
life,” he says. “Of course, 
making dothes can be pretty 
miserable too.” 

Dragon got into making 
clothes through a former 
lover, Steven Amaral, who 
designed a women’s sports- 
wear line and let Dragon take care 
of the business side of the company. 
After Amaral died of complications 
from AIDS, Dragon decided to go 
out on his own as a designer. His 
first pieces were stretchy knockoffs 
of his favorite pair of gym shorts. “I 
took 15 bags of sample fabric from 
the junior dress company Steve and 
I were working for at that time and 
worked out of a factory that used to 
sell our clothes,” he recalls. “A lady 
there gave me a table of my own.” 
Dragon has now been in business 
for five years. “I’ve doubled my 
growth every year since I started,” 
he says proudly. “By next year this 
might be a $2-million business.” 

You would have to like owning 
your own business to do it Dragon’s 


way. The designer says he spends 
90% of his time managing the com- 
pany and only 10% actually design- 
ing. “I oversee production, do my 
own books, write my own checks, 
and do all my own illustrations,” says 
Dragon, who runs his business out 
of a plain and orderly space a block 
away from Macy’s in Manhattan. 

“There’s nothing glamorous about 
it, especially today,” he continues, in 
a tone that sounds surprisingly 
world-weaiy for 11 in the morning. 
“I mean, look at where I work. This 
isn’t a glamorous fashion showroom 
with beautiful people running 
around and everyone dressed nice.” 

Dragon oversees a staff of more 
than 20 in his factoiy space, relying 
heavily on his right-hand person at 
the studio, Ann Comanar. “I do 
things the way they used to be 
done,” says Dragon emphatically. 
Completely self-financed, he de- 
mands that his accounts pay cash on 
delivery for their orders. Because his 
merchandise is cut and sewn 
right in his own offices. 
Dragon can restock small re- 
tail stores weekly if neces- 
sary. And because he only 
manufactures to order, he 
carries no potentially un- 
sellable inventory at the 
wholesale level. 

All work and no play 
could make Dragon a dull 
man, but it’s the designer’s 
very industriousness, accord- 
ing to Vogue editor and New 
York Observer columnist 
William Norwich, that makes 
him so appealing. “He does every- 
thing himself, and he hasn’t been 
swept away by backers who would 
have no understanding of what he’s 
doing,” says Norwich, who became a 
fan after spotting Dragon’s clothes 
on several beautiful bods at Manhat- 
tan’s David Barton Gym. “He’s a 
great role model for gay people. 
He’s got the kind of charisma that 
causes explosive pelvic reactions, 
but underneath he’s a hardworking 
man. There’s something really sub- 
stantial behind the allure of all that 
boy bait” 

Take the prodigiously muscled 
David Barton, for example. He 
began stocking Dragon’s fashions at 
his gym after receiving an avalanche 
of compliments when he wore 


them. “A lot of people wanted to 
know where to find them,” Barton 
says, “so I started selling them.” 
Dragon’s clothes are also available 
in select boutiques around the 
country as well as in his three retail 
stores— in Manhattan, on Fire Island, 
and now in West Hollywood— all 
run by Dragon’s lover of five years, 
Tim Cass. 

The designer knows that it is “not 
such a novel idea that queens are 
making clothes, but it’s a novel idea 
that anybody’s willing to talk about 
being gay. I’m not afraid to talk 
about it because it’s not going to af- 
fect my business,” he says simply. 
Although most of Dragon’s cus- 
tomers are gay men, 10% are 
women buying either for themselves 
or for their boyfriends. Says Dragon: 
“Straight men feel too intimidated 
to come into my stores themselves.” 

For those gay men too intimidat- 
ed to venture into a Raymond Drag- 
on store with their less-than-perfect 
physiques, the designer has recendy 
developed some styles that “are a lit- 
tle bit loose, a litde bit drapier. That 
in its own right can be just as sexy.” 
The 32-year-old Dragon admits that 
he too doesn’t “feel so comfortable 
running around in a litde pair of hot 
pants anymore. I’m aging— and so is 
my sensibility.” 

As a way to preserve the beauty of 
youth. Dragon has done some nude 
pictures and a couple of solo pom 
videos for Colt Studios’ Buckshot 
Minute Man Series: The Power of 
Suggestion and The Lord of Leather. 
“It’s always been a fantasy of mine to 
do something like that,” he says. “I 
really got into it because I guess Fm 
quite an exhibitionist. I wanted some 
pictures for when Tm older and not 
quite as in shape. It’s a way of be- 
coming a bit immortal in a sense.” 

Designer, businessman, activist, 
pom star. Dragon has parlayed his 
hopes and dreams into a life many a 
gay man would envy. Yet when 
asked if he imagines himself always 
working as a fashion designer. Drag- 
on answers with an emphatic no. “I 
don’t think this is what Fm here for 
in a cosmic sense,” he says. “Differ- 
ent healers and other spiritual peo- 
ple Fve worked with have told me, 
‘Being a fashion designer is not real- 
ly your calling; it’s just the path you 
happen to be on at the moment’ ” • 


The designer 
knows that it 
is “not such 
a novel idea 
that queens 
are making 
clothes, but 
it's a novel 
idea that any- 
body's willing 
to talk about 
being gay.” 
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The lesbian darling 
of the fashion runways 
tells all at last 


word 

got around that she 
was Fashion Avenue’s next big 
thing. A shoot for Vogue Italia fol- 
lowed, photographed in the model’s 
favorite setting— her garage. Klein 
then got her an agency in New York 
and booked her for several jobs, in- 
cluding the runway shows for his 
CK and Calvin Klein lines. 

Klein isn’t the only designer to 
take a fancy to Shimizu’s strong 
presence on the catwalk. Donna 
Karan, who has sent her down the 
runway holding hands with her girl- 
friend, Maria Luisa Mosquera, values 
Shimizu’s considerable self-posses- 
sion. “Jenny has so much energy, 
and she’s in touch with herself,” says 
Karan. “Her whole spirit and body 
language are very much in line with 
what my DKNY label is all about” 

Kevyn Aucoin, the fashion indus- 
try’s premier makeup artist agrees 
with Karan. ‘The thing that drew 


G arage mechanic- 
turned-super- 
model Jenny Shi- 
mizu enters a 
Greenwich Vil- 
lage cafe with a 
somewhat manly 
gait Decked from 
neck to toe in black leather and 
topped off with a crew cut of jet- 
black hair, Shimizu looks like an 
honorary Hell’s Angel. But, ulti- 
mately, only angel is the operative 
word here. Up close and in conver- 
sation, Shimizu’s celestial beauty 
and easygoing demeanor transcend 
all earthly and corrupting labels, 
from “supermodel” to “butch dyke” 
and everything in between. 

“Is there such a thing as being 
born butch?” Shimizu wonders 
when asked if she has always been a 
tomboy. “All my neighborhood 
friends were boys when I was 
growing up, and I never want- 
ed to wear a dress. My par- 
ents had to drag me kick- 
ing and screaming to 
church on Sunday be- 
cause they made me wear 
a dress.” 

Nobody tells Shimizu what 
to wear these days, unless of course 
the 5-foot-7 model is striding down 
the runway as a fashion mannequin 
for designers such as Calvin Klein, 
Donna Karan, Jean Paul Gaultier, or 
Gianni Versace. A more characteris- 
tically clad Shimizu— topless, in 
jeans, with several tattoos clearly vis- 


ible — can 
currently 
be seen in 
Klein’s 

ubiquitous ad campaign for 
his wildly successful new unisex fra- 
grance, CK One. 

Klein, in fact, lias served as a kind 
of benefactor to Shimizu ever since 
he first caught sight of her at the 
Hollywood Bowl in 1993, where he 
was auditioning models for his ben- 
efit fashion show for AIDS Project 
Los Angeles (APLA). Shimizu had 
been working in an L.A. garage re- 
customizing Harley-Davidson mo- 
torcycles and had appeared sporadi- 
cally in music videos when she got a 
call on her answering machine that 
Klein wanted to see her. The chron- 
ically late Shimizu hauled ass on her 
motorcycle to get across town to the 
Hollywood Bowl. When she arrived, 
the designer and his wife Kelly 
were instantly taken with her 
butch aura. 

“I was wearing jeans 
and a tank top, and you 
could see all my tattoos,” 
says Shimizu. “They just 
started taking pictures of 
me. When Kelly was shoot- 
ing me, she said, ‘Drop your 
pants.’ When I took them off— you 
may not believe this— I was wearing 
an old, raggedy pair of Calvin Klein 
men’s underwear with holes in 
them. That blew them away.” 

Needless to say, Shimizu got the 
job at the APLA show, during which 


Sdimoozing 

Shimizu 
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me to Jenny is how comfortable she 
is with her sexuality,” says Aucoin, 
who chose Shimizu as one of the 
models in the advertising campaign 
for his makeup line for Japanese 
cosmetics company Shiseido. “Her 
lesbianism is just matter-of-fact. She 
doesn’t play games with it She’s not 
gay today and tomorrow she’s some- 
thing else. I’ve never heard her feign 
heterosexuality to get a job.” 

Indeed, Shimizu says that she has 
never faked being straight and that 
all it took to make her realize she 
was different from the other girls 
growing up in her hometown of 
Santa Maria, Calif, was her first kiss 
with a boy when she was 10. “I 
didn’t know what the word gay was 
back then,” she recalls, “but I knew 
that if that was what sex was all 
about, then I was really disappoint- 
ed.” Shimizu’s sexual orientation 
was clinched when she kissed a girl 
at 14. “She was a cheerleader for a 
neighboring high school, and we 
snuck down to this river and started 
making out,” she says, savoring the 
memory. “You know that feeling 
you get when you kiss someone for 
the first time? That’s when I knew 
for sure that I was gay.” 

Shimizu didn’t tell her parents 
she was a lesbian until she 
was 21. Problems with drugs 
and alcohol and a devastating 
breakup with her first girl- 
friend led her to spill the 
beans one night on the 
phone to her parents, whom 
she calls more “nerdy” than 
conservative. They didn’t talk 
to her for a week, and then 
everything was back to nor- 
mal. Shimizu says of her fam- 
ily— which includes an older 
sister— “We all have our litde 
quirks, but no one’s in a 
place to judge.” In fact, her 
parents now are members of Par- 
ents, Families, and Friends of Les- 
bians and Gays. “They have this 
whole radical side now,” Shimizu 
says, “and my father always wears 
his litde red ribbon to his pharmacy 
where he works.” 

For her part Shimizu says she 
never condemned herself for being 
gay: “Pve always felt kind of lucky 
for some reason. I just think women 
are really special and beautiful and 
why should I put myself down for 


liking something so natural to me?” 
One wonders whether Shimizu, 
as the only openly gay supermodel 
has encountered any homophobia 
along the way, either from the fash- 
ion designers and editors who em- 
ploy her or from the other models 
who compete with her. “Everybody 
in the business knows I’m gay,” she 
says, “and Fm sure I haven’t been 
hired for some jobs because of that, 
but I wouldn’t know that for sure.” 
Shimizu thinks that a lot of up-and- 
coming models resent her not be- 
cause she’s gay but because she rose 
up through the ranks so quickly. 
“Fm sure there’s a litde animosity 
toward me because I never wanted 
to be a model and now that I am, 
Fm considered a freak,” she contin- 
ues. “Fm 5 foot 7, Japanese, I have 
tattoos, and I have no hair.” 

However, Shimizu wants to make 
it clear that top models such as 
Christy Turlington, Naomi Camp- 
bell Cindy Crawford, Linda Evange- 
lista, Claudia Schiffer, and Kate 
Moss— whom she refers to as the 
“inner circle”— have been “nothing 
but nice” to her: ‘They’re the queens 
of fashion, so they don’t need to feel 
any of that catty backstage jealousy.” 
And what about that rumored 
backstage sexual tension, 
what with all those gor- 
geous women running 
around naked and strutting 
their sexual stuff up and 
down the runway? Shimizu 
laughs at the idea that she 
would be on the make in 
the middle of the chaos that 
is a fashion show. “Yeah, I 
pop a boner every time I’m 
backstage; I’ve almost raped 
ClaudiaP’ she jokes. 

“My first show, I was 
tense, not because I was 
feeling sexual but because I 
was scared shitless,” she continues. 
“When I went to be fitted for the 
Versace show, there were Christy, 
Claudia, Kate, and Naomi sitting in 
a circle smoking cigarettes. It was 
tense in the sense of Get me the fuck 
out of here. I’m nothing compared to 
these chicks. During the actual shows 
you’re too busy worrying about 
what you look like to get sexual.” 
Shimizu admits that things can get a 
little loose at the parties that follow 
the shows: ‘That’s when everybody 


lets their hair down and when all 
the rumors get started.” 

Speaking of rumors, one that has 
dogged Shimizu since her career 
began is that she was romantically 
involved with Madonna. When con- 
fronted with that salacious slice of 
gossip, she answers with a good-na- 
tured “Shut up!” Shimizu and 
Madonna originally met when the 
model appeared in the singer’s 
“Rain” video. Madonna gave Shi- 
mizu some tips on how to protect 
herself from sleazy opportunists, 
and the two started doing “regular 
friend things” together. 

When asked why the pair are no 
longer friends, Shimizu says sadly, 
“Is it too harsh to say that I don’t 
think we were ever friends?” Ulti- 
mately, the model feels betrayed by 
Madonna’s “reneging on the whole 
homosexual thing.” Shimizu says 
everything is hype with the singer. 
“Homosexuality is a business. It 
makes money. You can sit around 
and wave pink flags all you want, 
but if you go home and call eveiy- 
one a bunch of fags and butt fuck- 
ers, you’re just using homosexuality 
for your own benefit. It’s like, 
‘Homos like me. Buy my records.’” 
It’s inspiring to notice that 
Shimizu’s immersion in the superfi- 
ciality of the fashion business has 
not affected her considerable in- 
tegrity. “Butch women are picked on 
constantly,” she says. “Fve gotten 
into so many fistfights with guys if 
they call me a dyke. I don’t care if 
diey’re bigger than me.” 

Recently Shimizu and her girl- 
friend were riding motorcycles in 
Manhattan when they were harassed 
by a group of guys in a passing car. 
“I sped up and waited at the comer, 
and one of the guys got out of the 
car. He was a big ex-footballer type, 
and he was so scared,” says Shimizu, 
who then lowers her head, not com- 
pletely proud of what she’s about to 
say. “I ended up spitting on him.” 
Whatever the ramifications of 
Shimizu’s ascension in the fashion 
industry, her goal is to remain true 
to herself. “I never was the kind of 
person to get up in the morning and 
look in the mirror and ask, ‘Am I 
looking OK today?’ ” she says. “Now 
I find myself doing that because Fm 
starting to get brainwashed, and 
maybe that’s a sign to move on.” • 


“I’ve always 
felt kind of 
lucky. I think 
women are re- 
ally special and 
beautiful,” says 
Shimizu. “Why 
should I put 
myself down 
for liking some- 
thing so natural 
to me?” 
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In four short seasons designer John Bartlett has become 
the enfant terrible of menswear 


C lean-cut, square- 
jawed, and classical- 
ly all-American, fash- 
ion designer John 
Bartlett would not 
look out of place in a 
Ralph Lauren ad. 
How ironic, then, 
that Bartlett’s sense of style isn’t any- 
thing like the kind of elitist white- 
bread fashion Lauren has been 
churning out for years. In debuting 
the maverick designer’s spring 1995 
collection— in stores now— Bartlett 
sent butch lesbians down the runway 
sporting military-inspired clothes, 
while a male model sashayed the cat- 
walk wearing a tuxedo jacket, lip- 
stick, and platform pumps. 

“I’m not really trying to shock 
people,” says Bartlett at his work 
studio in the Chelsea district of 
Manhattan, where he prepared for 
his fall/winter collection show at 
Sony Music Studios February 6. 
Tm just playing around with what 
gender is. The thing about being a 
gay guy in this industry is that 
you’re dealing with all these differ- 
ent ideas of masculinity. But ulti- 
mately, I’m always conscious of not 
wanting to make clothes for only 
gay people. I want my clothes to be 
accessible to a lot of different 
people.” 

Although it is undoubt- 
edly part of Bartlett’s 
fashion agenda to chal- 
lenge the way people 
perceive masculinity, that 
does not mean that he sees 
every man as a drag queen. His 
spring 1995 collection also in- 
cludes some rifling on that enemy of 
the counterculture, Forrest Gump. 
Frank De Caro of New York Newsday 
wrote how Bartlett’s floor-length 
pants, shrunken suits, and pastel- 
green argyle sweaters made Gump’s 
naivete into something “alarmingly 
au courant.” 


“You’re working within parame- 
ters that are so dictated,” says 
Bartlett when asked about the limi- 
tations of the notoriously conserva- 
tive field of men’s fashion. “You can 
only do so many things— a shirt, 
pants, a jacket— but the interesting 
part is working within those para- 
meters and trying to slip in some- 
thing new.” 

Born in Cincinnati into a “very 
white, middle-class existence,” 
Bartlett says he realized at a young 
age that he was not destined to live 
widiin anyone’s predefined parame- 
ters of how life should be. “I knew I 
was going to have a different kind of 
life and that when I graduated from 
high school, I was going to meet a 
guy and move in with him,” he says. 
“I was thinking this when I was 6.” 
The designer attended Catholic 
school from the age of 3 till he was 
18 and had a “great childhood,” al- 
though it was “very regimented and 
religiously founded,” he says. “I re- 
member learning that there were 
specific behaviors that were not 
cool— like playing with dolls.” 

Bartlett had his first homosexual 
experience when he was 15 (with 
his best friend) but didn’t come out 
to his mom and dad until two years 
later. He says his parents “were 
very freaked” and that they es- 
sentially went into mourn- 
ing, grieving for “the loss of 
their son as they had 
known him.” Ultimately, 
Bartlett’s parents continued 
to be loving toward him. 

“Now they have gay friends,” 
he says proudly, “and they are very 
comfortable with all sorts of 
arrangements.” 

At 1 7 the designer fell in love for 
the first time. The object of his af- 
fections was a slightly older man 
who owned a red MG. “That was re- 
ally all I needed to know about 
him,” Bartlett jokes. The two eventu- 


ally grew apart after Bartlett went 
off to Harvard University— where he 
majored in sociology— and became 
more comfortable with his sexuality 
and more enamored of Boston’s gay 
scene. Harvard, he says, was still 
fairly closeted in the early ’80s. “I 
never went out with a Harvard boy, 
that’s for sure,” he laughs. “I dated 
all the hairdressers in Boston. They 
were much more fun.” 

After graduation Bartlett went to 
London for six months before mov- 
ing back to the States to attend the 
Fashion Institute of Technology in 
Manhattan. His first job was design- 
ing menswear for WilliWear, the 
company started by Willi Smith, 
who had died of complications 
from AIDS. Bartlett then got a 
rather cushy job working for de- 
signer Ronaldus Shamask, traveling 
back and forth to Italy, but found 
himself unemployed when Shamask 
lost his Japanese backing in 1991. 
“That was when I decided to try my 
own thing,” he says, “because there 
was nobody else I really wanted to 
work for.” 

Bartlett says that his interest in 
fashion is largely historical. He looks 
to the past in hopes of finding “ref- 
erence points” to help move 
menswear into the future, steering 
clear of the nostalgia and retro style 
that many of today’s designers sub- 
stitute for originality. Bartlett re- 
members that when he first got his 
driver’s license as a teenager, he 
drove to the Salvation Army to learn 
about how fashion relates to the 
way we live. 

“All of the clothes there had a real 
sense of history to them, and for 
me— someone who was really inter- 
ested in sociology— this was like an 
open book,” he recalls. “I began to 
see clothing as a pulse point for 
what society is like at a particular 
time. These days I don’t really sit 
around and sketch all day. It’s more 
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about doing research in libraries 
and going to picture collections.” 

Richard Martin, curator of the 
Costume Institute at New York 
City’s Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
agrees. According to Martin, Bartlett 
is the “most provocative of American 
menswear designers” because of the 
way he focuses on fashion history 
and the “narrative implications of 
the clothing.” 

But Bartlett’s fashion research 
hasn’t been just about poring 
through dusty old books. “When I 
first moved to New York, I went 
through a very flamboyant, expres- 
sive time,” he says. “I’d wear plat- 
forms with just a pair of tights, or a 
skirt over my pants, or a leopard- 
print jumpsuit. I'd have a wig on, 
and I was just completely out there. 
That really helped me with my de- 
sign because I’d make stuff to go out 
in that night.” 

Bartlett’s lover of six years, Mark 
Welsh, a former advertising execu- 
tive, sometimes assists Bartlett by 
choosing models for the designer’s 
shows. “It’s amazing,” laughs Welsh, 
“how eager some of these guys are 
to take their shirts off for me.” Al- 
diough some men may show exhibi- 
tionist tendencies in the privacy of a 
fashion studio, Bartlett believes that, 
in general, American men do not 
like to draw too much attention to 
themselves. 

“To be fashionable is to be ef- 
feminate, which is not considered 
cool,” Bartlett explains. “In men’s 
fashion magazines they will always 
throw a woman into the photo so 
that it’s not just two guys togedier. 
Things like that are frustrating to 
me, but that’s also where the chal- 
lenges are.” 

Another challenge for Bartlett is 
to affect the way gay men perceive 
style. “On the one hand, people con- 
sider gay men to be very fashion- 
able, always on the edge,” he says. 
“Yet, in another way, gay guys all 
sort of look alike, in the same bad 
work boots and cutoff shorts.” 

Bartlett feels strongly that coming 
out is “a real forum for creativity 
and expression. Yet when many 
guys come out, they all want to look 
the same, and that becomes very 
separatist There are lots of different 
people in the world, and not all gay 
people are the same.” • 
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At last year's GLAAD Media Awards you may have 
recognized a few familiar faces, like: 

Tom Hanks, Susan Sarandon, Phil Donahue, 

Mariel Hemingway, Heather Locklear, Roseanne, 
Harvey Fierstein, Robin Williams, Stockard Channing, 
Kenneth Cole, Jonathan Demme and Barbara Walters. 

The GLAAD Media Awards were created six years ago to 
honor fair, accurate and inclusive representations of lesbian and gay 
people in performance and the media. 


To find out more about the Media Awards, call GLAAD at 212-807-1700 or 213-658-6775. 

GLAAD, The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation. 

Past projects and victories have included the “images” advertising campaign in subway and bus 
lines in Los Angeles and New York; the successful negotiations with the producers of “Roseanne” to 
broadcast the lesbian kiss episode on television; and successful negotiations with the producers of the 
upcoming “Victor/Victoria” on Broadway to eliminate an anti-gay musical number from the score. 


Join us in recognizing this year’s winners: 


Sunday, 
March 12 



Thursday, 
March 16 


Century Plaza Hotel 
Grand Ballroom A 
Los Angeles, CA ^ 
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Reviews 



Various artists, Boys on the Side sound 
track (Arista) 


T he formula is familiar by now: 
Identify your film’s musical 
market niche. Collect an 
album’s worth of appropriate 
songs, most of them used only 
marginally in the film. Match a few 
superstars with familiar oldies, in- 
clude new recordings with proved 
hits, factor in some rising stars and 
one or two unknowns. Make sure 
your movie does boffo box office. 
Voila! You’ve got a multiplatinum 
album on your hands. 


The majorly hyped sound track to 
Boys on the Side follows in this tried- 
and-truly tedious tradi- 
tion but with a slant di- 
rected right at us: All of 
the album’s vocal contrib- 
utors are women, several 
are lesbian, at least one of 
the songwriters is a gay 
man, most of the per- 
formers are favorites with 
lesbians and gay men, 
and the film itself— a Hollywood cre- 
ation with supercool female stars 
(Whoopi Goldberg, Drew Barry- 
more, and Mary-Louise Parker)— has 


actual lesbian content 
The sound track leads with Bonnie 
Raitt’s pure pop version 
of Roy Orbison’s come- 
back hit, “You Got It,” 
which is prompdy fol- 
lowed by a brand-new 
Melissa Etheridge tune, 
“I Take You With Me,” 
that’s every bit as pas- 
sionate and tuneful as 
her recent hits and de- 
serves to be just as popular. The 
same goes for the Indigo Girls’ 
“Power of Two,” an underexposed 
gem from their last album that will 
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probably become the now-out Girls’ 
first major hit on the basis of its in- 
clusion here. We like that 

We also like the Pretenders’ flaw- 
less rendition of Morrissey’s greatest 
post-Smiths tune, “Everyday Is Like 
Sunday,” as well as well-known hits 
by the Cranberries (“Dreams”) and 
Annie Lennox (“Why”). Sarah 
McLaehlan turns in an uncharacteris- 
tically countrified interpretation of 
Tom Waits’s “OP 55.” The woman 
whom Etheridge most wants to sing 
with (for obvious reasons), Joan Ar- 
matrading, sees her sensuous 1977 
oldie “Willow” included, and Jonell 
Mosser debuts with a Don Was- 
produced cover of Cream’s rock clas- 
sic “Crossroads.” 

What’s wrong with this picture? 
Well, not much. Sheryl Crow is 
this critic’s least favorite whine- 
meister since Edie Brickeli, but her 
rocking cover of Derek and the 
Dominos’ “Keep on Growing” is far 
less annoying than her inescapable 
hits, and the fact that she’s penned a 
new power ballad— “Somebody 
Stand by Me”— for the gossamer 
goddess Stevie Nicks is too perfect. 
Goldberg’s closing “unplugged” per- 
formance of “You Got It” doesn’t 
work without the tear-jerking visuals, 
but in the attention-grabbing world 
of mainstream CDs, it’s what’s up- 
front that counts. 

— Barry Walters 



Violent femmes 


Tribe 8, Fist City (Alternative Tentacles) 


F orget the fact that Tribe 8 is a 
megaradical feminist mondo- 
dyke monster punk rock band. 
Let’s pretend just for a second 
that this multiracial San Francisco 


quintet is composed of straight 
white dudes. The shock-provoking 
violence in the lyrics would be all 
too real. The reverse sexism would 
be run-o’-the-mill boring sexism. 
The taboo-breaking gender libera- 
tion would be mere childishness. 
Worst of all, Tribe 8 would be in- 
escapably popular. We’d feel op- 
pressed by all the idiot frat boys 
who’d love the band. We’d hate it 
And it would probably hate us. 

As it is. Tribe 8 doesn’t hold up 
to a dispassionate analysis. Its 
sludgy blend of metal and thrash 
punk has been done better many 
times before. The melodies on Fist 
City, its first full-length album, are 
nearly nonexistent and singer Lynn 
Breedlove’s singsong warble is prac- 
tically tuneless. The lyrics are some- 
times funny, sexy, moving, and 
nearly always attention-grabbing, 
but too often they’re creepy, one- 
dimensional, stilted, and unconvinc- 
ing. It almost seems as if the band 
contrived a list of topics and tactics 
designed to push the most buttons. 
Fist City tackles domestic violence, 
sacrilege, lesbian role-playing, and 
unsafe gay sex within the first four 
songs and ends with a gang castra- 
tion fantasy. Tribe 8 can come 
across as a dyke punk cartoon un- 
less you desperately need to believe 
in the band. 

And there’s the proverbial rub. 
For plenty of young dykes who just 
can’t identify with the touchy-feely 
goodness of womyn’s music. Tribe 
8 is exacdy what they crave— an ex- 
treme antidote to the unobtainable 
sisterhood ideal. The deliberately 
dysfunctional sentiments celebrate 
the freedom that comes with being 
fucked-up and proud. That stance 
isn’t exactly a mature one, but it’s a 
catalyst for change. Tribe 8 is exact- 
ly the kind of group that inspires 
would-be losers to form bands, take 
risks, and struggle to attain the ex- 
traordinary. The simple fact that its 
members are Asian, black, and 
white lesbians playing angry rock ’n’ 
roll makes the band revolutionary. 
Yes, they could be a lot better, and 
if they know what’s good for them, 
they’ll get better fast Because soon 
there’s gonna be a huge wave of 
dyke bands good enough to kick 
their butts. 

-B.W. 


MARCH 7, 1995 


Copyrighted material 





Books 

Lone star 

Revelations: The Autobiography of Alvin 
Ailey by Alvin Ailey with A. Peter Bailey 
(Birch Lane, $18.95) 


C horeographer 
and dancer Al- 
vin Ailey was 
a pioneer of 
modem dance and 
one of the leading 
African-American 
figures in the dance 
world until he died 
in 1989 at the age of 58. Shortly be- 
fore his death he sat for a series of 
interviews with journalist A. Peter 
Bailey. Revelations: The Autobiography 
of Alvin Ailey is the record of those 
sessions. Bailey has transcribed and 
edited Ailey’s comments, adding his 
own introduction and appending ma- 
terial he gathered in interviews with 
some of Ailey’s friends and associates, 
including Ailey’s mother and balleri- 
nas Judith Jamison and Carmen de 
Lavallade. The result is a fascinating 
hodgepodge, part tribute, part reluc- 
tant confessionaL 

Ailey has mixed feelings about re- 
vealing himself, and it shows. Re- 
membering his personal and profes- 
sional life, he is alternately vague and 
direct, depending on whether he is 
talking about his childhood in south- 
eastern Texas in the ’30s or his much- 
publicized drug-related nervous 
breakdown in the early ’80s. The 
book’s most affecting passages focus 
on Ailey’s awareness, almost from 
birth, of the racism he fought against 
all his life. He is as scathing about 
discreedy racist European and Ameri- 
can dance-world philanthropists as he 
is about bigoted small-town South- 
erners. His other lifelong obsession 
was music, and the book is filled with 
Ailey’s love of the hymns and blues 
he grew up hearing in church ser- 
vices and roadside honky-tonks. 

Bailey has the sense to let Ailey 
speak direcdy to the reader in what 
amounts to a 200-page-long dramadc 
monologue. And Ailey’s life certainly 
makes for an intense first-person ac- 
count. His rise was extraordinary, 
from his apprenticeship to choreogra- 
pher Lester Horton in Los Angeles in 
the late ’40s to his forming the Alvin 







June 17-24 1995 


Key West 
Gay Arts 
Festival 


Make Your 

Reservations 

IMoifv 


GAY ARTS FESTIVAL 


Practice sale 
computing & 
protect your 
monitor! 


► Make a statement 


without saying a word! 

► Over 30 different screen savers 
and wall-paper images included 

► Easy to install 

► Perfect for home or office 

► For Windows 

► Password protected 

► 10% of profits donated to 
Gay and Lesbian causes 

MORE SAMPLE SCREENS: 


Introducing the 
First Gay & Lesbian 

SCREEN SAVER 




ruj 

new 


Dancing Triangles, 
and Male Model #3 
(nudity-free 


To order call: 24 hours/7 days 

800 841-8882 

VISA/ MasterCard /American Express accepted 

Of send dwelt « money order to PxiocSxvcx, Bat 1239, 
8205 Santa Monica BhnL, West Hollywood, CA 90046-5912 


+ $3jRd#yM|aWMhR 
CAnddwfcoddUSttalala 


3 MT dnk format 


Windows XI or lugSos 
VGA/254 colors recommended 


Copyrighted material 





When you're facing 
a terminal illness, money 
can make all the 
difference in the world. 


Money can lift spirits. 

It can buy dreams. 

It can provide the best 
medical care. 

And if you or someone 
you know is terminally 
ill, we think money is 
something you should 
never have to worry about. 

We are Life 
Entitlements, and we 
purchase the life insurance 
policies of people who are 
terminally ill, providing 

A Vttfical Settlement* Com pen, 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A COPY OF OUR FREE NEWSLETTER, PLEASE WRITE: 
LIFE ENTITLEMENTS, FOUR WORLD TRADE CENTER, SUITE 5270, NEW YORK, NY 10048 

OR CALL: 800-420-1420 



them with the funds they 
need to make life easier. 

So now anyone who faces 
a terminal illness and owns 
life insurance can obtain the 
kind of money that can help 
improve their quality of life. 
Quickly. Conveniently. 

To learn more, call us at 

800-420-1420. 

One simple call could 
make a world of difference. 

Life Entitlements 
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Ailey American Dance Theater in the 
late ’50s to his gradual assumption of 
the mande of one of the best-known 
names in modem dance. 

Despite the vividness of Ailey’s rec- 
ollections, Revelations is fuzzy about 
time and place, and it doesn’t make 
much of an effort to place Ailey’s 
work in the context of contemporary 
dance trends. This is a guide to the 
dance world for people already in the 
know. The book is also rather coy 
about Ailey’s homosexuality— and in- 
deed about the whole course of his 
romantic and sexual life. There are 
very moving passages, however, 
about his relationship with his moth- 
er, his search for his missing father, 
and his touchingly humble evaluation 
of his own beauty and talent— he 
seems to have thought of himself as 
oversized and lacking grace. Revela- 
tions wanders with Ailey’s thoughts, 
and its messy chronology and hectic 
pacing are finally his own. Reading it 
is like sitting up late with a cherished 
but difficult friend whose vivid mem- 
ories are as touching as what he has 
chosen to forget 

—John Weir 


Inside out 

David Wojnarowicz: Brash Fires in the 
Social Landscape edited by Melissa 
Harris (Aperture, $35) 


D avid Wojnarowicz, who died in 
1992 of complications from 
AIDS, was that rare artist at 
home in three media: He cap- 
tured on both film and canvas im- 
ages of startling beauty and disturb- 
ing immediacy, and his writings were 
of an honesty 
and depth sel- 
dom seen in con- 
temporary prose. 

The product of 
a brutal, searing 
childhood, Woj- 
narowicz— who 
grew up in New 
Jersey— began hustling in New York’s 
Times Square at the age of 9; by his 
late teens his experiences rivaled 
those of the most hardened street 
denizen. But even though life for 
Wojnarowicz frequently resembled a 
battleground, nothing, it seems, could 
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diminish the compassion for suffer- 
ing and the tenderness toward vul- 
nerable living creatures he brought 
not just to his art but also to his life 
as a whole. 

This compassion and tenderness, 
however, did not extend to institu- 
tions of power and authority. As an 
artist and AIDS activist, Wojnaro- 
wicz took on the police, the Catholic 
church, the United States govern- 
ment, and self-appointed arbiters of 
morality, such as Sen. Jesse Helms 
and Rev. Donald Wildmon of the 
American Family Association (AFA). 
Such combat raged not only in his 
art but also in his life; the two ulti- 
mately cannot be separated. His 
1990 collage Subspecies Helms Sena- 
torius depicts, in sickeningly oversat- 
urated colors, a large spider poised 
on the leaf of a plant, a red swastika 
adorning its back and Jesse Helms’s 
leering face as its head; the sinister 
effect is not unlike a Disney cartoon 
on acid. Also in 1990 Wojnarowicz 
fought and won a lawsuit against 
Donald Wildmon for misrepresent- 
ing the character of his art as porno- 
graphic in one of the AFA leader’s 
attacks on the National Endowment 
for the Arts and its funding of artists 
Wildmon viewed as inimical to 
family values. 

Brush Fires in the Social Landscape 
is a collection of essays about the 
artist and interviews with his friends 
and colleagues, but— with 63 four- 
color and black-and-white pho- 
tographs— it is also a picture book of 
lingering resonance. The voices here 
include such well-known members 
of the New York arts scene as Lucy 
R. Lippard, Karen Finley, Nan 
Goldin, Vince Aletti, Carlo Mc- 
Coimick, and— in a suiprisingly mov- 
ing yet still veiy wry interview— Fran 
Lebowitz. 

To approach Wojnarowicz’s art— 
with its challenging array of mixed 
media incorporating photographic 
vignettes, negative prints, text, paint- 
ed images, and the overall juxtaposi- 
tion of the mundane and the exotic— 
is to enter a multilayered and 
contradictory world in which the 
American dream is frequently a 
source of horror. Here, established 
sexual roles and identities are held 
under the unyielding spotlight of in- 
terrogation, and the odds and ends 
of nature are unflinchingly probed 
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for their beauty, their strangeness, 
and their unique identity. To ap- 
proach Wojnarowicz’s art with the 
accompaniment of words written by 
those who knew him best is to take a 
guided tour of the artist’s psyche— 
and it’s some trip. 

The plague of AIDS has robbed 
us of men and women of all stripes, 
not just our best and our brightest 
David Wojnarowicz, as demonstrated 
in Brush Fires in the Social Landscape, 
was indeed one of our best and 
brightest, but he stood for those 
among us who are voiceless, who are 
disenfranchised, who are afflicted. 
Fortunately we have his art to com- 
pensate for his loss. Still, we’ll never 
know what he might have done as 
he grew older. That seems the great- 
est loss of all. 

—Fred Goss 

Art 

Big gay art 

Various artists, “In a Different Light” 
(University Art Museum and Pacific 
Film Archive, University of California, 
Berkeley, through April 9) 


S itcoms, the military, music 
videos, and college curricula 
have all recently become areas 
of increased mainstream visibil- 
ity for gays and lesbians. The art 
world, however, appears to be a 
tougher nut to crack. In the post- 
Stonewall era, there have been re- 
markably few gallery exhibitions that 
have showcased gay and lesbian 
artists or generated much historical 
context for their work. Museums 
have stayed even further from this 
dialogue. But that’s changing too. “In 
a Different Light,” an important gay- 
identified exhibition currently at the 
University Art Museum and Pacific 
Film Archive at the University of Cal- 
ifornia, Berkeley, breaks major insti- 
tutional ground. 

This sprawling collection of paint- 
ings, sculptures, and pop cultural arti- 
facts is touted as the “first exhibition 
in a major American museum to con- 
sider the role of gay and lesbian cul- 
ture in 20th-century American art 
histoiy.” Organized by artist Nayland 
Blake and curator Lawrence Rinder, 
the show employs playful and irrev- 
erent curatorial strategies that illumi- 


MM 

■■ 

nil 

L 

i 


PRESENTED BY 
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Call toll-free & dial the appropriate code to dear new music 

Artist: Lena Willemark 
Track: “Guilharpan” 

Album: Nordan (ECM/BMG) 

Nordan is an inspired contemporary take on the 
medieval folk music of Sweden, unearthed and 
arranged by world music expert Ale Moller and 
performed by astounding vocal talent Lena 
Willemark with the cream of Scandinavia’s jazz 
and world musicians. 

Artist: Lords of Acid 
Track: “The Crab Louse” 

Album: VooDoo -U (American 
Recordings/Warner) 

The industrial trashmouths who transfixed fans 
on the Bad Lieutenant and Sliver soundtracks 
and on dancefloors worldwide are back with a 
new album called VooDoo-U. 

Artist: London Symphony Orchestra 
Track: “Tchaikovsky: Piano 
Concerto No. 1” 

Album: Sensual Classics Too 
(Teldec/Warner) 

An absolutely fa-a-abulous collection with over 
75 minutes of musical passion for men, Sensual 
Too is just in time for Valentine's Day and 
includes heart-throbbing works by Tchaikovsky, 
Schubert, Mozart, Ravel, and others. 

Artist: Kitchens of Distinction 
Track: “Now It’s Time to 
Say Goodbye” 

Album: Cowboys & Aliens lOne Little 
Indian Records/A&M) 

Small band, big sound. Led by Patrick Fitzgerald's 
vocals. Cowboys & Aliens is the most stunning 
release yet from this U.K. trio Check out "Now 
It’s Time to Say Goodbye. " 

Artist: Marisa Monte 
Track: “Pale Blue Eyes” 

Album: Rose & Charcoal 

(Metro Blue/Blue Note) 

Singer Marisa Monte is a superstar in her native 
Brazil. On Rose & Charcoal, she deftly combines 
popular Brazilian music with a downtown New 
York attitude. 

Artist: Chante Moore 
Track: “Old School Lovin’ ” 

Album: A Love Supreme (MCAI 

Following her award-winning debut. Precious. 
Chante returns with A Love Supreme, which People 
magazine calls "a classic soul affair... imagine a 
young Diana Ross with more lung power.” 

Artist: Dan Hartman 
Track: “The Love in Your Eyes” 
Album: Keep the Fire Burnin’ 
(Chaos/Columbia) 

A compilation of Dan’s greatest hits, Keep the 
Fire Burnin 'features "I Can Dream About You," 
"Instant Replay, "and "Relight My Fire,"as well as 
the brand-new single "The Love In Your Eyes.” 

If you love music, you owe it to yourself 
to hear it on JBL speakers. For the name 
of a JBL dealer near you, call 

1-800-336-4JBL. 
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Long Road 
to Freedom 

Tin-: Advocatk History ok 
ti ik Gay & Lksbian Movkmkxt 


Composed of rare 
photographs, 
interviews with 
political and cultural 
leaders, timelines 
and headlines, this 
exhibit captures the 
defining moments 
of gay and lesbian 
history from 
Stonewall 
to Stonewall 25. 


1994-1995 

National Tour 

March 1-29 
Miami 

Frances Wolfson Art Gallery 
Miami-Dade Community College, 
Wolfson Campus 
300 NE Second Avenue, 

5th Floor 

For information and hours 
(305) 271-3711 

Atlanta 

To be announced. 
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Gay perspective: Duchamp’s LH.O.O.Q. 


nate the elusive concept of gay artis- 
tic sensibility “in a different light.” 
With objects ranging from a gilded 
facsimile of Hollywood Babylon to a 
Tom of Finland-like drawing of 
skateboard punkettes, it’s a diverse 
and rather subjective experience. 

While not intended as a conclu- 
sive or comprehensive exhibition, 
the show brings together a feast of 
works by nearly 100 visual artists 
and entertainers, famous and little- 
known, “homosexual and non- 
homosexual.” Whom and what 
you’ll see here is as interesting as 
whom you won’t: Included are Mar- 
cel Duchamp’s mustachioed Mona 
Lisa, a Judy Chicago “floral,” two 
homoerotic Charles Demuth water- 
colors, and record covers of Holly 
Near and the Village People. Absent 
are muscled paintings by Paul Cad- 
mus or a k.d. lang sleeve. 

The show is arranged in nine the- 
matic sections suggesting an evolv- 
ing gay and lesbian identity. The in- 
cluded pieces take on curiously 
resonant connections. In the area ti- 
tled “Other,” for example, a timeless 
lesbian outlaw status is evoked by 
Romaine Brooks’s exquisite 1923 
painting of a boyish woman, Peter, a 
Young English Girl. Right next to it 
hangs Patti Smith’s Horses album 
cover (as photographed by Robert 


Mapplethorpe), an androgynous 
icon that has equal appeal for gay 
men and lesbians. In the “Family” 
section, a similarly unlikely juxtapo- 
sition links a 1986 “Life in Hell” 
cartoon about a clone-infested gay 
bar with a 1966 poster by the Mat- 
tachine Society. According to the 
curators, such groupings suggest 
that gays and lesbians derive mean- 
ing and artistic inspiration from a 
plethora of cultural sources. 

Expanding the aesthetic bound- 
aries, the show also features meaty 
film, video, and performance pro- 
grams. The exhibition catalog, just 
out from City Lights, adds a literary 
component that mirrors the show’s 
visual strategies. Included are works 
of fiction and excerpts from queer 
’zines and Valerie Solanas’s notorious 
SCUM Manifesto. The latter is particu- 
larly well-chosen— it seamlessly com- 
bines the kind of historical, artistic, 
and sexual concerns that light the 
core of this provocative subject 

—Glen Helfand 


Him 

Dim sum 

The Sum of Us directed by Kevin Dowl- 
ing and Geoff Burton (Samuel Goldwyn) 


Q ueer American moviegoers 
have been intrigued by Aus- 
tralia ever since The Adven- 
tures of Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert suggested that Down Under 
might be one of the few places left 
where there’s a really sleepy popu- 
lace for us to get out and shock. 
Now, just when we were thinking of 
popping down to Sydney for the 
next gay Mardi Gras, comes The 
Sum of Us, and it seems we might as 
well stay home and pay down our 
credit cards instead. 

Originally an off-Broadway play. 
The Sum of Us won an Obie award 
in 1990, but the film version unfor- 
tunately took too long in coming. It 
feels dated, and the big screen only 
magnifies the flaws of a story that 
was slender to begin with. 

Young Jeff (Russell Crowe) and 
his dad, Harry (Jack Thompson), 
share a workaday home in a suburb 
of Sydney that Priscilla’s pink tires 
clearly never rolled by. Jeff’s a 
plumber, a rugby player, and a 
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Dull Down Under Thompson, Crowe 


poofter, in that order. Another bloke 
broke his heart, and it’s wrecked his 
confidence; but he’s a fine lad, really, 
salt of the earth. We learn this and a 
lot else from Harry, who talks to the 
camera throughout (a convention, re- 
tained from the play, that’s genuinely 
hard to bear on-screen). 

Jeff and Harry squabble over 


VIDEO BEST-SELLERS 

MEN 

1. The An of Touch II: A Taoist Erotic 
Massage in 3-D (Greenwood/ 
Cooper, $24.95) 

2. Da Vinci Body Series, Volume III 
(Greenwood/Cooper. $39.95) 

3. London Knights 3-D (Alluvial 
Entertainment, $24.95) 

4. Parting Glances (First Run 
Features, $29.95) 

5. Sex Is... (Water Bearer Rims, 
$39.95) 

WOMEN 

1. Well Sexy Women: A Lesbian 
Woman's Guide to Safer Sex 
(Greenwood/Cooper, $24.95) 

2. Claire of the Moon (Fox Lorber, 
$29.95) 

3. Salmonberries (Leora Rims, 
$29.95) 

4. The Hunger (MGM/UA, $19.95) 

5. How to Find Your Goddess Spot 
(House O'Chicks, $29.95) 

GENERAL 

1. Without You I'm Nothing (MPI, 
$19.98) 

2. Tales of the City three-pack 
(Wolfe Video/Polygram, $59.95) 

3. Gay Games IV From AtoQ 
(In the Life, $19.95) 

4. Stonewall 25 (Wolfe Video. 
$24.95) 

5. Homophobia in the Work Place 
(Motivational Media, $39.95) 

Information based on sales as of January 23, 

1995, at A Different Light bookstores in New York 

City, San Francisco, and West Hollywood, Calif. 
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Join Honorary Festival Chairman. Merv Griffin, in celebration of the 
13th Annual nationally acclaimed La Quinta Arts Festival. 

More than 220 juried artists Live entertainment and 
extraordinary art in a beautiful mountain desert setting. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

The New Generation of 
"User Friendly" Condoms: 

Now available for delivery right to your door ... 


New materials, new shapes and new latex 
technology have spawned a new generation 
of user friendly condoms. These condoms 
are thinner, stronger, safer, more sensual 
and more fun than their standard vending 
machine- and drug store-bought predecessors. 

We recently put several of these new breed 
condoms to the test. “All we can say is 
WOW! Safer sex never felt this good!” 
Fortunately, these condoms, many of which 
are particularly hard to Find, are now available 
for discrete delivery right to your door through 
Condomania*. the nation's leading safer sex 
boutiques. Following are descriptions of a few 
we especially like: 

The Avanti’ Duron™, the world's first plastic 
condom, almost seems too good to be true. 
As for safety, it's nonporous and stronger than 
latex condoms. On the pleasure front, it's thinner 
so it really tickles your fancy. And, because it's 
plastic, it conducts heat (latex is an insulator), 
a major factor in sexual satisfaction. Other 
advantages -its hypoallergenic and won't 
breakdown like latex with oil-based lubricants. 
At $10.95 for six, the Avanti is now available 
in 1 3 states. 

The Crown” Skin Less Skin, two and 
one-half times thinner than most American 
brands, is the stunning result of a new 


Japanese latex technology. And, the Crown 
really makes good on the natural feeling 
promised by the super-thin Japanese latex 
without sacrificing one bit of strength or safety. 
Spoil yourself and try' a dozen for $9.95. 

The Pleasure Plus’", is the most radically 
designed of those condoms tested. The Pleasure 
Plus has a loose fitting pouch on the underside 
of the condom's tip. Not to be confused with the 
common 
reservoir 
tip. this 
pouch 
actually 
moves 
with you 

and your partner. It's like wearing nothing at 
all. The Pleasure Plus. $1 1 .75 a dozen, is so 
popular, back orders are common. 
Condomania always has a large supply. 

To order any of the above, simply call 
Condomania. Confidentiality is a given, and 
the staff is extremely knowledgeable. They 
can be reached Monday-Friday, 9A-5P PT. 

Visa, MasterCard, Amex 
1-80O-9-CONDOM, Ext 233 

Condomania 8 Los Angeles, Ca'wOIA 
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SANTA FE 

where traditions live on" 

Artistic treasures... 
multicultural heritage... 

variety of lifestyles... 
scenic mountain beauty. 

Write or call for free Visitors Guide 
1-800-777-CITY 

Santa Fe Convention & Visitors Bureau 
P.O. Box 909- A DV 
Santa Fe,NM 87504-0909 


Santa Fe... 

for the uncommon traveler. 





Now available for the first 
time on video cassette 


Man for Man 

Vol. 1 

AT LAST, A VIDEO 
QUARTERLY FOR 
GAY MEN. 



Just 
.95 


$39 


Plus $6.00 S/H 

Order Item# 
AV 8053 
We Accept 
Visa, MC & 
Amex 


4 EROTIC STORIES featuring 
8 fabulous men baring all. 
Plus travel, clubs and fashion. 


Call for our complete catalog 

Water Bearer Films, Inc. 

205 West End Ave. New York. NY 10023 
(212) 580-8185 
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who’ll do the dishes, but their real 
problem is that each man is an unwit- 
ting obstacle to the other’s search for 
love. Harry’s new lady friend is revolt- 
ed by the thought of a gay stepson— 
and when Jeff plucks up his courage 
and arrives home with a date, Harry’s 
attempts to be supportive drive the 
young man right off. Greg (John Poi- 
son) is in the closet, definitely not 
ready for a father who whips out a 
stack of gay pom magazines “in case 
you and Jeff need a litde something 
to help you get started.” 

Well, honestly, who, gay or 
straight, wouldn’t be put off by such 
a gaffe? Yet this story is too well- 
mannered, too fixed on its own 
sunny oudook, to ask whether Harry 
might have some hidden need 
to sabotage his son’s progress. Every- 
body treats him like the world’s 
most winsome sage right through to 
the end. 

Better told than the rest of the 
story is Harry’s flashback of his 
mother, also homosexual, an old 
woman being dragged away from 
her lover of 40 years by her own 
well-meaning sons. It’s this kind of 
situation that the film wants us to be 
sensitive to— and rightly so. We 
know about the boys in plumage, 
but what about Everyqueer? Doesn’t 
this world hold a little kindness for 
decent, unobtrusive people who 
happen to be gay? 

The Sum of Us isn’t all that bad. 
It’s nice. It tries hard. It may in fact 
turn out to be very popular in the 
United States among that large gay 
constituency that feels that fags and 
dykes are out of line for running 
around in their scanties at the pride 
marches. In its earnest way, the film 
echoes what they’ve been saying all 
along: Why fear gays and lesbians? 
We’re just as dull as anybody else. 

—Anne Stockwell 


The reviewers. . . 

• Barry Walters is the pop-music critic 
for the San Francisco Examiner. 

• John Weir is the author of The 
Irreversible Decline of Eddie Socket. 

• Fred Goss is editor at large for 
The Advocate. 

• Glen Helfand writes on arts and cul- 
ture for Vibe, Pulse, and New Media. 

• Anne Stockwell is associate arts and 
entertainment editor for The Advocate. 
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Notes From a Blond 

Bruce Vilanch 


Wishful rumoring 


I’ve been spending all week trying to find 
out if David Geffen married Keanu Reeves 
last month. This is a very foolish thing for a 
grown person to do— unless you’re Michael 
Musto or St. Clair Pugh or that guy who 
writes the four-color smut spread in the Na- 
tional Enquirer, the one who is always raving on about 
Martina and her latest “gal pal.” 

Still, that’s what I’ve been up to, because that’s all any- 
body seems to really want to know. There’s a Contract 
With America, there’s slaughter in Grozny, there are 
highways flipping over in Japan, but the phone doesn’t 
stop ringing with questions about Keanu and Dave. 
Were you there? What did they wear? What didn ’t they 
wear? “We heard it was on a mountaintop, somewhere 
out near Calabasas.” Doesn’t anyone watch the news? 
The mountains have all been washed into Burgess 
Meredith’s front yard. I saw him on 
Channel 4 giving a tour. “We heard they 
had just a few close friends.” As opposed 
to whom— CNN? “We heard it was a can- 
dlelight ceremony.” Listen, that’s all any- 
one had last month: The storms knocked 
out all the power. And speaking of 
power: “We heard all the really impor- 
tant Hollywood homos were there.” That 
lets me out. Fun on picnics, but not real- 
ly important “We can’t believe you weren’t there.” Yeah, 
well, I missed Rock Hudson and Jim Nabors, and now 
I’ve missed this. Who knows if I’ll live long enough for 
Macaulay Culkin and the kid from Roseannel 

I haven’t been able to work up the nerve to call the al- 
leged groom or the alleged groom. If they wanted me to 
know, they would have sent a lovely little engraved an- 
nouncement like every other suburban couple. As it is, 
they have dealt themselves out of a swell set of matching 
tea towels. I don’t know what’s going on, though I sus- 
pect less than zero. My guess is that somebody saw 
somebody who looks like David Geffen with somebody 
who looks like Keanu Reeves at Barneys (the store, not 
the dinosaur’s house), and it was cell phones abuzz from 
that moment on. That is usually the standing water at 
the bottom of these wells. 

Here are a few things I do know. Keanu Reeves is an 
attractive actor who’s having a big year. He has played a 
gay character and worked for an openly gay director— 
Gus Van Sant in My Own Private Idaho— so in the minds 
of at least 90% of the gay men in America, he’s one of 
us. Why is this? Do we need him to be one of us be- 
cause it’s so awful to be us that having him in our club 
will somehow make us feel better about ourselves? Or is 
this an elaborate way of making him more attainable 
and easier to fantasize about? Like you or I might have 


a shot. What do we accomplish when we consistently 
(and here in Hollywood at least, openly) speculate on 
someone’s sexuality, other than stroking our own fanta- 
sy furnace? Do we really believe we are coaxing some- 
one out? More than likely we are playing into the num- 
ber one fear of the straight community— that all we 
really want is a piece of them. That this is what we live 
for, to seduce and abandon. That we really are as preda- 
tory as those whales and hawks you see every ten min- 
utes on those late-night Dark Secrets of Nature commer- 
cials. I thought we were all about proving we are not a 
dark secret of nature. 

If we’re going to continue this sort of behavior, we 
should at the very least start including some trolls along 
with the beauties. Why should George Stephanopoulos 
stand alone as the only rumor target in Washington? Is 
there nothing juicy on Sonny Bono or Gopher? They’re 
in power! How about Tom Clancy and 
his oft-quoted remark about AIDS being 
the wages of sin? There’s somebody it 
would be pleasant and fulfilling to 
spread some vicious rumors about. Bob 
Dole? Wasn’t he seen in a gay pride 
march in Kansas City with the delega- 
tion from Avatar, Lovers of Leather? 
No? Of course not. Who’d want to 
picture that? 

No. We have to settle for the young and the restless 
and the bold and the beautiful. Brad Pitt, who has just 
been anointed the Sexiest Man Alive, will no doubt soon 
be anointed the Homosexiest. He’ll be bandied about 
for a while, hanging out with Melissa Etheridge. Do you 
suppose he’d walk across the fire for one of us? And 
how about all that method bloodsucking? Who do you 
suppose coached him on that? Oh, he’s got quite a few 
juicy months ahead of him. I don’t doubt that But then 
it will all blow over, almost as quickly as it began. 

When was the last time you heard a good Bruce Willis 
or Michael J. Fox rumor? Snort now, but a few years ago 
the air was fragrant with them. Spotted together in a car 
in the Beverly Center garage. Not even a limo. OK, a 
Range Rover. At least it was expensive and roomy. But 
who remembers anymore? 

We wanted them then; we have left them to their 
women now. They exist only in our cultural debris 
along with that nifty collection of faxes of what is pur- 
ported to be Richard Gere’s digestive tract. Fm burning 
all these things just as soon as the rainy season is really 
over in a bonfire that will be more visible than the Hol- 
lywood sign. And I have instituted a new rule about 
these rumors. When somebody lays one on me, I simply 
ask if they were there. So far, nobody’s been anywhere. 
Not even to Barneys. 



When was the 
last time you heard 
a good Bruce Willis 
or Michael J. Fox 
nimor? 
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Your Mental 
Health Is. 

Praxis at the Manors is a dedicated 
lifestyle accepting and affirming mental 
health treatment program for gays, 
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Hie Buzz 



HBO 


L ast summer Go Fish star Guine- 
vere Turner walked out of New 
York dyke bar Crazy Nanny’s 
and found a woman cabdriver 
waiting. “It was 4 in the morn- 
ing,” Turner told The Buzz. “She 
asked me things like, “Was that your 
girlfriend you just left at the bar?’ So 
I thought she was looking for some 
action. I did what any red-blooded 
dyke would have done: I hit on her. I 
asked her to go home with me.” 

It wasn’t until January, when HBO 
premiered a new show called Taxi- 
cab Confessions, that Turner realized 
the entire cab ride had been filmed 
with a hidden camera. “I was so 
shocked,” says Turner. “She set me 
up. I have no memory of signing a 
release. I was as drunk as I can getP’ 
Turner says it’s ironic because she 
has a future project in production at 
HBO. Will this hurt? “Who blows?’ 
Turner admits. “Face it: More people 

saw that cab ride than Go FiskT 

Clancy’s fancy: When Lea DeLaria 

filmed her role for NBC’s war mini- 
series Tom Clancy's Op Center (airing 
February 26 and 27), she thought for 
sure the film’s producers would try 
to de-dyke her. Instead, she told The 
Buzz, “They cut my hair shorter than 
it is and butched me up like you 
wouldn’t believe. I walk in there like 
the bull-dyke captain of the military.” 


In this tale by Clancy— not a big 
fan of gays in the military, we hear— 
DeLaria plays an Air Force captain. 
And although Clancy wasn’t consult- 
ed, co-executive producer Steve 
Sohmer insists it wouldn’t have mat- 
tered. “All colors of the rainbow 
were cast, as were all flavors,” says 
Sohmer. “I guarantee you that Lea 
wasn’t the only gay person there.” 

GLAAD all over: it s quite over- 
whelming, actually,” 15-year-old 
Claire Danes told The Buzz, speaking 
not of her 1994 Golden Globe award 
but of the fact that the Gay and Les- 
bian Alliance Against Defamation 
(GLAAD) will honor her TV series, 
ABC’s My So-Called Life, with a 
Media Award on 
March 12. Danes 
also praised costar 
Wilson Cruz, who 
came out in 1994 

along with his TV 

character, Rickie. 
“Wilson’s one of 
my best friends,” 
she says. “I really 
admire his bravery.” 

GLAAD’s Vanguard Award will go 
to film and TV producer Steve Tisch, 
a board member of AIDS Project Los 
Angeles. Other honorees include 
Tales of the City, The Real World III, 
Friends, and Go Fish. 




OVERHEARD 

“I’m pretty sure 
even Fotrest Gump 
would fal in love with 
Antonio Banderas.” 

Tom Hanks, speaking at 
AIDS Project Los Angeles's 
Commitment to Life VUI show 
on January 19 

FRED PROUSER/REUTER 


INKBLOT 


“fli 

fli 


s Eva’s notoriety grew, she 
l became the brunt of count- 
less rumors and many cruel 
jokes. One relayed the story of an 


avid fan who rushed to her dress- 
ing room one night with a bouquet 
of flowers. With great panache he 
flung himself at her feet: ‘I must 
have you for my wifeP Eva suppos- 
edly replied, ‘Oh, really? When shall 
I meet her?’ ” 


Robert A. Schankes Shattered 
Applause: The Eva Le Gallienne 
Story (Barricade Books, $18) 
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Don't miss it! 


Supporting Women s Services at 
The Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian 
Community Services Center 


rch 4 , 1995 

Biltmore Hotel 


UL SAT I liSSIA* CMNUITY SBMCB CHID 


LJ $2,500 Evening Sponsor: Reserved table of 10*, recognition in the Evening Program, VIP 
Celebrity Cocktail Reception, $20 toward Silent Auction Purchase and Special VIP Gift. 


□ $1,500 Evening Sponsor: Reserved table 10*, Recognition in the Evening Program and 
Silent Auction. 

□ $250 VIP Ticket: Reserved seating*, VIP Celebrity Cocktail Reception, $20 toward Silent 
Auction Purchase and Special VIP Gift 

S e i5 E m l“ wC 

To charge tickets by phone, please call The Center 213.993.7625 


Last laugh. Comic Corwin Hawkins 
died of AIDS complications in Au- 
gust 1994, but audiences are still see- 
ing his name— in the credits of Kee- 
nen Ivory Wayans’s action spoof A 
Low Down Dirty Shame. “I dedicated 
the movie to him,” says director- 
costar Wayans. 

“Corwin was a funny guy. Yes, he 
was effeminate, but so what?” contin- 


NICOLA GOODE 



Low-down dirty legacy: Hawkins, Wayans 


ues Wayans, who has taken heat ever 
since the days of In Living Color for 
his broad portrayals of gay characters. 
“When you’re doing comedy you’re 
always drawing from the stereotype. 
Otherwise, there’d be no conflict” Of 
Hawkins’s Shame-f\A mincing in the 
film, Wayans retorts, “You know how 
I know when I’ve gone too far? 
When people say I’ve gone too far.” 
Uh, phone call for Mr. Wayans. . . 

COUIltry COUSini Nashville record- 
ing sensation Trisha Yearwood sings 
a whole ’nother tune on her new 
album Thinkin’ About You: a country 
cover of “You Can Sleep While I 
Drive,” written and first recorded by 
lesbian rocker Melissa Etheridge. 
Who arranged this musical marriage 
between country’s bright star and 
rock’s great dyke hope? 

“I’ve been a fan of Melissa’s music 
ever since her first album,” Year- 
wood told The Buzz, adding that 
she was delighted when producer 
Garth Fundis suggested that she 
record the tune. Further, Yearwood 
insists that she’s not concerned 
about possible antilesbian backlash 
from her fans. “Music is about emo- 
tion,” she says, “and emotion goes 
across the board, no matter what 
your sexual preference is.” Besides, 
she adds, “I wouldn’t not do some- 
thing because I thought it would of- 
fend somebody. That would be of- 
fensive to me.” 
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Shopper 


pLIBERAL 

^jfAND PROUD OF IT! 

LIBERALS: 

It’s time to come out of 
The Closet! 

Now you can show your colors with our 
top-quality T-Shirts and Sweatshirts with 
above design in Black and 
Bleeding-Heart Red on white. 
T-Shirts $15.95, Sweats $26.50 
Sizes M, L, XL 
$4.00 shipping per order. 

SINGLE CANDLE DESIGNS 

(800)439-8678 (24 hour/7 day) 
Visa/MC/AMEX 

Or pay by check: PO Box 2535, Crossville, TN 38557 



^Wonderful 
(Way to Show 
SHow (JMuch you Care 

A gift of Love that lasts forever 
Have a TREE planted in the state of 
vour choice for any occasion (Memo- 
rials, Anniversaries, Graduations, 
Birthdays, Retirements, Holidays) -just 
$19.50, acknowledgement card 
included. Call or Write to order your 
Gift or ask for our Free Brochure. 

PO Box 44, Dept.25A 
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561 
“Phone: 1 -800-862-TREE (8733) 



Gill for information on our other products of choice! 


Singles: 

■ 200(518.95) 

■ 400(551.95) 

Duplicates: 

■ 150(520.95) 

■ 300(S33.95) 

Design: 

■ Triangle (pink/grey) 

■ Red Ribbon 

■ Symbols (purple) 

■ 1st 5 Designs (51 

■ Stop Aids (red) 

■ Pink Ribbon 

■ St Struct 


Name 

Daytime Phone ( ) _ 

Checks begin with # 

(will begin with *KXX if not indicated) 

To order checks send: 

▼ Voided check 

▼ Deposit slip 


Sf /Check Us Out 
' PO Box 836 


T Script &/or 5 Designs (addl) 
T Sales tax (CA - 8m) 

T Shipping — $550 

And check payabte to.. 


PO Box 836 
Son Leandro, CA 
94577-0083 

510 - 430*8844 

hank coding guaranteed 



Call or write for a brochure: 

TOURS TO PARADISE 


P.O. Box 3656 - AD, 

Los Angeles, CA 90078-3656 
(213) 962-9169 
FAX: (213) 962-3236 



. 4 * HOTEL 4 ? 

* aQ 

to the queen city of the world . . . and one of 
the nicest affordable hotels in San Francisco 
to enjoy the City's gay life! 



415 - 474-4664 / 1 - 800 - 453-7739 

684 Ellis Street • San Francisco, CA * 94109 


HOMO HOLIDAYS 


Lush Lite In Cost* Rici 

March 31 -April 10, 1995 

Barging In Altace/Lomine, France 

April 18 - 28. 1995 

The Queen’* Birthday In Amsterdam 

April 28 -May 6, 1995 

California Wine Country / Russian Rivtr 

May 21 -29.1995 


Sky Quean - The Wild, Wild West by Air 

May 30 -June 4,1995 

Call or write for details! 

toto ** 

TOURS' 


1326 W. Albion • Chicago, IL 60626 

800 - 565 - 1241 


Also Available Through Your IGTA Travel Agent 



Damron 

wmrovib Address 
Book 


’95 


The indispensable guide for 
J gay men! Mare accurate and 
complete than ever before. 
Over 8,000 listings of bars, 
restaurants, accommodations, 
help lines, publications and cruisy areas. If you 
travel anywhere in ihe U.S., Canada or 
Mexico, Damron will be your easy connection 
to all the gayest places. 

640 pages. $ 1 3.95 (AB95| 

On Sale at Your Looal Bookstore or 
Order Dirert from The Advocate: 

(800) 827-0561 

(M-F, 7:30am fo 10pm Central Time) 



Wcvun SancLo 
VILLAS 

A PRIVATE MENS RESORT 

SINCE If)) 

Where the Sands 
are Warm and the 
Memories are Hot! 


In a charming 50’s style with a 
all new king-size beds. 26 M 
rooms, large swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi, natural 
sunbathing, private 
phones, TVs, private , 
hot movie channels, J 
18 rooms with 
kitchens, 5 rooms 
with wood- 
bum ing 
fireplaces. 


/’aim Springs 
( nl i (in nia 1 
(near Los Angeles) . 


LARGEST CM RESORT 
ARIA 1\ Till WORLD 

555 Warm Sands Dr. 
Palm Springs 
California 9226-+ 
Phone: 619-32 3-3005 
Pax: 6 10- 323-+OOb 
Reservations (USA): 

800-357-5695 


8 



z ri a x 



TRAVEL ft TOURS IRC 


SOUTH BEACH 
SPAIN: IBIZA/SITGES 
BERUN/PRAGUE/PARIS 
CHINA/HONG KONG 

lot iiociottt t mint hit lactation 


1 -800-TO-GO-GAY 



01 1011 1ST* 111*11 tOtll 
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Shopper 



Pictures Of Other Styles Available. 

100% Pre-Shrunk Cotton Only 
One Size And It Fits Most Everybody. 

ORDER TODAY! (800) 579-6606 

PUFFY SLEEVE SMUTS 

P.O. Box 892243 
Temecula. CA 92589-2243 

$38.00 ca. For I or 2 Add $7.00 S&H. 

3 Or More Add $9 00Visa/MC or Mail Check. 



On with water. Off with baby oil! 

Lasts .3-5 days! 

Tini^Triantjlcs Eagles & Many More 

•Rainbows Snakes Over M) Sheets of 

(Jay ' Tribaf 'Dragons (Jay 'Designs 

For a FREE sample sheet of Don Ling's 
SKIN SCENES™ Temporary Tattoos and 
FREE color brochures phone: 

1 -800-247-68 1 7 


Don Line's Removable Tattoos 1 "’ 

P.O. Box 309 ~ 102 2nd St. S. 
Butterfield. MN 50120 



Exotic Body Jewelry 


Call for Catalog S4.00 
BUS: 813-788-0147 
TEL: 800-848-R1NG 
FAX: 813-782-0180 

Silver Anchor Enterprises 


P.O. Box 760, Dept. U, 
Crystal Springs, FL 33524-0760 

Am ex ♦ Visa ♦ Discover ♦ 
Mastercard 


F 

I 

G 

H 

T 


Fight Oral 
Infections!! 

Reduce incidence and severity 
of unpleasant side effects from: 

• Oral Candidiasis 

• Oral Leukoplakia 

• Recurrent Apthous Ulcers 

• Geographic Tongue 

• Pneumocystic Related 
Disorders 

The Tongue Brush 

Developed by a Dentist 

Exclusive ‘Anti-gag’ feature 

Only $ 5 . 95 * 

• Plus $3.00 shipping & handling. In- 
cludes info on HIV and care of the mouth 
for Immunosuppressed patients. Send 
your check or money order to: 

The Tongue Brush 

P O Box 17396 • Indpls., IN 46227 


WE FEATURE 

1959 to the Present 
Dolls ▼ Fashions ▼ Accessories 


Your Old Friends Doll Shop 

21-5th Street SW 
Mason City, IA 50401 

515-424-0984 

Sample Catalogue only $2.00 




MODEM 


MEN 

America’s only FREE, no 
membership fee all GAY BBS 
Over 5000+ calls daily with 
lots of guys chatting and 
partying l-t Also check out 
the sizding GIFS 


NEVER 
A CHARGE! 




1-515-945-6636 


MEN! 


Awe 

National 
Gay/Bi/Lesbian 
Online Service 

• Local calling from over 800 US cities 

• Live chat in private or group settings 

• Find your date in the online matchmaker 

• National conferences and messaging 

• Online interactive games 

• Internet access available 

• Huge file library - 100,000+ files 

• Low access rates 

• Plus much, much more 

Call by modem for your local access 
number and sign-up information: 

415 . 383*2983 

set modem to 8/N/1 
adults over 18 please 

gay owned and operated 




II ir.Movrmmi As 
V >i i ve NeveirSeen It. 

A chronicle of gay & lesbian History 
from Stonewall to the present. 

^ 7^1 The Vdvoeale llislon 
Long Road to 1 rfctlom I I eJiiati 

I Mownii'iit 
J OverdHI illustrated 
IMgrslraee the devel- 
opment nl (lie •»> ami 
lesliiah iiHiM iiii'itl nidi 
larts. dale-, timelines. 

' ■ . intervten* nidi Irail- 


■ i"fl tmliliral and i-ul- 
V ;*» , 4 ’L/J . Ittral liailivs. will 

t 1 ' Af iiiUtNlni'liiHis loeven 

V a * vearliy die |>eople 

nlm nere I line. I ’Ins rare plm- 
lnurit|>li- from 7/ie !i//»ni/rv aivlti\rs. 

$40, cloth. Available 
at your local bookstore, or 
call (800) 827-0561 

Mon. - Fit 7:30am - lOpifccential lift." 

VISA & MasteiCard accepted : 
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Marketspace 


Real Estate 


CARIBBEAN 

Sandy Beach Resort 
St Croix US Virgin Islands 

Gay owned & operating 14 room hotel w /plans 
for 24 more units on 1.75 beach acres, pool, 
popular restaurant. $925,000. David Fedeles 
800-964-9755; FAX; 809-773-8989 Farchette & 
Hanley Real Estate. 


NATIONWIDE 

Crossroads Real Estate Referrals 
800-4 GAY RELO 

800-442-9735. Buying? Selling? Relocating? 
Call for a knowledgeable Realtor anywhere. . . 
nationwide! Realtor Referrals Welcome. 

RE/MAX Horizons 
Real Estate Referrals Network 

Gay Professional Realtors Nationwide 800-736- 
6645 -Talk to Ray!! 

National Gay Realtor Referrals 

Relocating? Buying? Selling? Free Referrals to 
Gay/Lesbian Realtors any USA city! (No rentals) 
Community Referrals, since 1977! Toll-free; 
800-346-5592 (Realtors-call for FREE 
membership). 


NORTHEAST 

Fire Island Pines 

Exclusive Rentals and Sales. Morning Party. Call 
Pines Harbor Realty at 516-597-7575 


HATE MOST BROKERS? 

Make your search for your Manhattan 
coop or condo stress-free! My 20 years 
experience, chauffeur-driven car & affilia- 
tion with NYC's largest & best RE firm 
enables me to sell $4,000,000 + 
of apts each year. 

PHILLIP E. ALTLAND 212-727-6105 
DOUGLAS ELUMAN 


Connecticut Country Get Away 

Private and secluded. 8 room contemporary on 4 
acres. Bright and airy, solarium. $385,000. Call 
The Wills Co. Realtors 800-270-8699. 


(THE Andrew Weiser 

ILVERMAD "ES 

1 1, MIT ^ 

I NY’s most trusted name in real estate! 


( 212 ) 260-3900 


Private Connecticut Retreats 

Hilltop contemporary. Two master suites, spa, 
9.6 acres, $250,000. Brookside contemporary , 4 
bedroom, forest views, 9.5 acres. $279,900. Call 
Wills Company Realtors. 800-270-8699. 

1860 Farmhouse, 3 bedrooms on 10 acres, with 
pond, in historic Hope, NJ in scenic Warren 
County. 1 hour from NYC. $250.000. 212-242-4178. 


Moving Real Estate 

in New Directions 



Michael S. Kuber 

MBA, CRS, GRI 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer 

tSL 

Communities 617-595-6110x355 


SOUTH 

Russ Gamble 
Washington, DC 

For the Best in Buyer Representation DC's Only 
Architect, MBA, GRI Broker. 202-387-5192 Fax 
202-387-2075 Brian Logan Real Estate. 

South Florida Realtors 
1-800-409-SFLA-GAYS 

Miami -Boca Raton -Fort Lauderdale -Palm 
Beach. We know where you get more for your 
money!! And provide the experience to get your 
home. 

Fort Lauderdale 
$$For Sale$$ “New Listings” 

Big Ruby's Tropical Guesthouse. Parkside 3 
Story Townhouse w/2 car garage. Oceanfront 
Luxury Penthouse!! John Lawrence 305-568- 
4871 3% commission to list & sell. Harbour 
Realty 

Orlando 

The Prudential Florida Realty. Vic Brown & Joel 
Schechter 1-800-DETAILS. 

WHERE THE BUYS ARE 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

1«800*FL* PRIDE 

MARC MARCELINO 
COLDWELL BANKER 


New Orieans Bed & Breakfast 

On edge of French Quarter. 4 units (sleeps 12+) 
turnkey sale $197,500.00. For information call 
Pat O'Rourke 504-948-3011. 


Sarasota 
Contact 
Donald Geikie 
Office (813) 95 1-6660 
Home (813) 92 1 -3962 



Michael Saunders & Company 


TAMPA BAY AREA 

BUYERS AGENT 
1 REPRESENT YOU!! 

Call for Relocation Video Tape and Info. 

STEVE FARST 

RE/MAX Elite Realty 
813-254-2000 
Toll free 800-393-2005 


Palm Beach - Boca Raton 

Relocating? Buying? Selling? Humbertu H.D. 
ispada Membership Realty. “When Only the 
Best Will Du" 800-667-BUYS 

Northern Virginia’s #1 Gay Realtor! 
Ray Gemhart of RE/MAX 

800-736-6645 ur 703-824-4800 


SARASOTA 

A mecca for culture, the arts and our 
lifestyle on Florida's Gulf Coast. 

For professional sen/ice & 
someone who cares 

CALL STAN HAIDL 

The Prudential Florida Realty 
813-366-8070 Toll free: 800-766-1610 



Charlotte Area 
Joe O’Connor/Pnrdential 

800-484-8619-ID43055 - 704-566-0774. 


MAY I BE YOUR OWN 
FT. LAUDERDALE REALTOR? 

30+ yrs fulltime RE, 1,200+ Happy buyers 
& sellers, many Gay! At no cost to you, I 
buyer-broker for you. "I know where you 
should live." Interview realtors, few offer 
my service or experience! I Care!!! 
DAN 0'FLAHERTY*RE/MAX 

800-545-2010-24 HRS 30556 6-6 126+JM 


Key West 

The Real Estate Co. of Key West. Inc. 701 
Simonton Street, Key West, FL 33040, 
Residential and commercial properties. 
Guesthouses, restaurants, multi-unit. Bill 
Halpin, Broker 305-296-0011. 

MIDWEST 

Greater Indianapolis 
Vicki Mansfield 800-537-6490 

Carpenter Realtors Belter Homes & Gardens. 

WEST 

Beautiful Laguna Niguel, California 

'95 is the year to own your own home. 
Assumable loan and low down payment on light 
and bright 3-bedroom 2-bath home. 
$1365.00/month. Lovely corner lot with view set 
in Eucalyptus trees. 25231 Calle Sombre. Agent 
Margaret Robinson. 714-497-5454, owner 310- 
426-9639. 

Las Vegas - Lee Ptotkin 

The Realty Group -Relocation/Referral -Direct 
702-379-2277. 

Build Your Dream Home in an 
Extraordinary Rockies Brigadoon: 

Only 8 magical and private parcels will be 
reserved for discerning buyers on secluded 
sections of a luxury gay guest ranch in 
Colorado. Access to 1000's of forested acres 
plus ranch amenities. Nestled in private 
paradise near skiing, golf, airstrip & 
progressive community. Expansive homesites 
starting at $550,000. Call us: Susan Harris 
Realty for information on this and other 
exquisite offerings 800-820-5668. 


TUCSON 



DEAN GROTH, CRS, GRI 

Mult-Million Dollar Producer 
Roy Long Realty Co., Inc. 
(0)1-800-279-2211 
(O) (602) 326-1122 
(R) (602) 323-3313 


West Hollywood Home For Sale 

Located in the heart of West Hollywood, Beverly 
Hills adjacent. 2-bedroom, 2-bath. Great 
neighborhood, great investment. Call owner 
213-651-3140 $259,500.00. No brokers. 




PHOENIX/ 

SCOTTSDALE 

Residential Specialist 
HOME 

(602) 957-6969 


DAVID ATKINS (800) 445-SOLD 
REALTY EXECUTIVES (7653) 


Architectural Hideway 

Sonoma Valley unique property, newly 
remodeled. 4 units including spacious owner's 
unit and separate cottage. Top of the line 
fixtures and materials used. Huge lot. waterfall, 
potential poolsite. Must see to appreciate. 
$335,000. James Madison 707-524-8583. 

Attention Advertisers 

Check your ad carefully when It initially 
appears. We cannot be responsible for errors or 
minor copy changes after the first issue of 
publication. If you find an error, please contact 
our Classified Department immediately for 
corrections. The Advocate assumes no financial 
responsibility for error or omission of copy. This 
publication reserves the right to reject, edit and 
determine the proper classification of any 
classified ad at any time. 


DON & ROGER 

The deserts hardest 
working Gay Realtors 

SELL PALM SPRINGS! 

12 year local Gay real estate experts 

REMAX 800-831-5391 


Palm Springs! 

2bd 2ba furnished condo, gated, pools, spa, 
tennis. Near airport, golf. Job loss forces sale 
$79,500 0B0. Will consider leasing or renting. 
Pat 818-989-4090. 



H A W ft I I 

Ola Hou Guest Retreat-For Sale 
Garden Island of Kauai 

Successful gay & lesbian guest retreat located 
next to Hawaiian conservation lands. Very 
private exotic gardens with 3 Koi ponds, 
streams & waterfalls. Contemporary home with 
6-bedrooms, 4-baths & 3 full kitchens. Over 
sized pool & spa with outrageous views. Contact 
Bob or Don at G/l Realty 808-332-7971. 

Travel & 

Accommodations 

INTERNATIONAL 


LONDON, ENGLAND 

BROMPTONS GUESTHOUSE 

-THE BEST GAY ACCOMMODATIONS- 

“Lovely & tastefully furnished’-Advocate 

POB 629 LONDON SW5 9XF 
011+44171-373-6559 
FAX 370-3923 
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A Medieval Castle 

A storybook castle in the Austrian Alps with 
Roman tower & rooms with modern baths. 
Available in B&B format May 20 -October 24. 
From $632.00 /week for 2. Call Tasha 212-348- 
0766-X232 

Puerto Vallarta Luxury 

24 room Bed & Breakfast villa. 7 bedrooms. 8 
baths, huge terraces, bar, full staff. Call Brian 
Higby 800-745-7805. Brochure available. 

Provence 1995 English Tour Guide 

will arrange hotels, transport and escort you on 
delightful tours away from the crowds. Ideal for 
Foodies, Wine Buffs and Bon Viveurs. Tel/fax for 
brochure 011-33-90-85-86-41. 

Scotland 

Stucan-T-iobairt is the quintessential Scottish 
cottage on the shores of Loch Lomond. Its 
origins are settled amidst the Great Scottish 
Rebellion of 1745. The grounds are all that one 
would expect of a Lochside retreat, 
spectacularly beautiful, the cottage epitomises 
quiet luxury and tranquility. For colour brochure, 
telephone ''Joy" 212-608-3330. 

Cairns Australia 
Turtle Cove Resort 

Private all gay beach, pool, jacuzzi, restaurant, 
bar, tours. All rooms with full facilities. IGTA 
member. Tel: 61-70-591-800 POB 158 
Smithfield Qld 4878. 


WANTED: Companion to share accommodations 
-Greek Tour May 4-20, $3600 Total. Gary 310- 
458-9645. 

Acapulco Villa 

Fabulous view. Sleeps 8. Pool. Fully staffed. Very 
private. Close to bars and beach. John 415-441- 
6968 2421 Larkin, SF, CA 94109 


CARIBBEAN 

SL Thomas - Elegant Villa-B&B 

Stunning view, pool, sundecks, walk to 
restaurants /bars, harbour, shuttle to beach. 
$50.00-$100.00. Robert 809-776-1529. 

SL Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands 

Vacation at the only gay owned beachfront 
resort in the Virgin Islands. Serving the 
Gay/Lesbian community for 16 years. Call for 
free brochure 800-524-2018 

SL Thomas - “Harbour Lights” 

A Gay B&B, secluded pool, decks, best views, 
private bath, kitchen. Charm. 809-775-2476 

Accommodations - Rental Car $300 
Food & Bar Credit - $770 for Two! 

“On the Beach Resort" the famous gay/lesbian 
hotel on St. Croix, Virgin Islands. Our free 
brochure tells everything! Call 800-524-2018 
Monday - Saturday 7:00am -5:00pm EST. 

SL Thomas Villa 
Only Nude Gay Beach 

Located on glistening white sand. Beautiful 
accommodations. $1,250 weekly (2 persons). 
Call 809-775-6580 Michele P08 12401 St. 
Thomas USVI 00801 

Gay Yacht Vacations 

Cruise the Caribbean. Meals /Bar included. Call 
Tony 800-825-3632 FAX 800-825-5956. 

NATIONWIDE 

Gay Men’s Gatherings 

Adventure Trips, Retreats, and Workshops that 
foster self-discovery and personal growth. 800- 
490-3684. Spirit Journeys POB 5307, SantaFe, 
NM 87502. 


NORTHEAST 

NYC-Chelsea Pines Inn 

The cozy B&B in the heart of Gay NYC. Walk to 
all Greenwich Village/Chelsea clubs, bars, 
shops. Rate $55-$85 + tax. Air conditioning, 
phone. TV in all rooms. Continental breakfast 
included. All major credit cards. 317 West 14th 
Street, New York, NY 10014 212-929-1023, Fax: 
212-645-9497. 


Candlelight Motel, Vermont 

Route 7A POB 97 Arlington, VT 05250. 
Complimentary Continental Breakfast 802- 
375-6647 

Beautifully Furnished 
1 Bedroom Apartments Manhattan 

$450-$650 Weekly, TV, Hifi, Kitchens, wetbar, 
fireplaces. Garden convenient, safe. 800-724- 
9888. 


SOUTH 

“The ViHa” B&B -Daytona Beach, FI 

Historic mansion w/pool. Near beach, bar, shops. 
1-1/2 hours to Disneyworld 904-248-2020. 

Houston, Texas - The Lovett Inn 

Fabulous rooms -Pool/Spa -TV -Phones 
Breakfast -Corporate Rates -Walk to clubs. 800- 
779-5224 

New Orleans 

French Quarter Reservation Service 

For accommodations 800-523-9091 

FL Lauderdale-Admirals Court Motel 

Exclusive area near beach and nightlife. 
Tropical paradise -Low rates -Pets ok. Pool. 
phone, free brochure: 800-248-6669 

Olympics 1996 

5 bedroom, 2.5 bath home for rent during 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta. Walking distance to public 
transport. Available for duration of games (1 
month). All amenities-i- five man hot tub! 
Contact Mark Moore at 404-452-0043 or fax 
404-452-0043. 

The Royal Palms Hotel 
1-800-237-PALM 

On Fort Lauderdale Beach. Men Only. Five-Star 
Rating. 

Sanibel Island Hideway 
Nature Lover’s Florida 

Tropical setting -waterfront home. Heated pool, 
birdwatch from private dock. Canoe to secluded 
gulf beach. Available weekly /monthly. Call 609- 
466-2915. 

| FRENCH QUARTER 

URSULINE GUEST HSE 

Centrally located between Bourbon & 
Royal Sts. Private courtyard. Whirlpool 
708 Ursuline St New Orleans LA 70116 
Office Hours 9am-9pm 504-523-8509 

800-654-2351 


Fort Lauderdale - Big Ruby’s 

Tropical setting Pool waterfall BBQ Nude 
Sundeck. All rooms newly decorated. Pvt. Bath. 
Cable TV, Refrigerator, Air Conditioning, plus 
more. Nice Location 305-523-7829. 908 NE 
15th Ave. 33304 

A Private Garden - New Orleans 

Romantic apartments, spa, cable, phone, 
breakfast. 1718 Philip, New Orleans, LA 70113 
504-523-1776. 

New Smyrna Beach FL Luxury Condo 

Intimate 14 unit building. 3-br, 2-ba oceanfront 
unit. Heated pool, spectacular view from all 
rooms. TV, VCR, CD player. 1 hour to Orlando. 
Nude beach, nearby gay clubs 407-629-4333 

Springvale-East Atlanta 

A Gay-hosted B&B in intown Victorian Inman 
Park. Brochure Information: 404-523-5804 

Central Florida 

Gay-friendly B&B in downtown Orlando. 22 
Rooms & suites. Wine & breakfast. The 
Courtyard at Lake Lucerne 800-444-5289 

Fort Lauderdale Beach 
King Henry Arms 

Small, clean, and quiet motel just steps from 
the ocean. Pool, patio, barbeque, Cable 
television, Telephone. Private bath & 
refrigerator. Some units have kitchens. 
Continental breakfast. 543 Breakers Avenue. 
33304 305-561-0039 or 800-205-KING (5654) 


FL Laud. B&B/Roomate Referrals 
Relocating or Vacationing in So FL? 

Outbooks Referrals 305-764-3255. “Located in 
the Bookstore” 1239 East Las Olas Boulevard, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33301 

Key West Luxury Condo 
Fabulous Truman Annex 2 Bedroom 

Deck, pool, walk to beach, Great location!!! Do 
it now 800-474-5501 $1,350 week. Sleeps 4, 

NC- The Old Mill B&B 704-625-4256 

On mountain stream near Asheville, NC $45 and 
Ufi: 

New Orleans-Tropical Paradise 

Beautiful rooms, cottages, pool, breakfast, 
Macarty Park Guest House 800-521-2790. 

MIDWEST 

Lions Inn Bed & Breakfast 

Chicago North Side. Fireplace, Jacuzzi, cozy 
atmosphere. Men only 312-769-3119. 


BLOOMINGTON, IL 

B&B BUILT IN 1864 
THE BURR HOUSE 

PRIVATE & SHARED BATHS 

5-minute walking distance from bars. 
1-800-328-6469 210 E. Chestnut 


WEST 

Lucky You - Las Vegas 

Bed & Breakfast. Secluded Tropical 
surroundings. Tan all over by the pool. Close to 
the strip bars 702-384-1129 

Arizona Sunburst Inn 

A man's resort in the heart of Phoenix. Pool & 
Hot tub c/o 800-974-1474 

Chateau Tivoli 
San Francisco B&B 

1892 restored Victorian mansion. Experience a 
grand style fit for “Auntie Marne." Features 
service, canopy beds, fireplaces, breakfast, 
central "picture postcard" location. 800-228- 
1647 


Marin B&B Near San Francisco. Private suite, 
tranquil setting. $40/$55. Massage available 
415-459-4217 

Tortuga Roja B&B - Tucson 

Come stay among friends. The area's only 
exclusively Gay rentals. 800-467-6822 

24 Henry Guesthouse-San Francisco 

Lovely Castro side-street. 800-900-5686 

Russian River, California Resort 

Bar -Restaurant -Pool -Hot Tub. 24 Rooms, 
Cable TV, Fireplaces, $40-$90 707-869-0691 In 
Cal. 800-41 -RESORT 

The Guest House - Phoenix 

Secluded oasis close to clubs, culture, pool, spa. 
602-252-6463 

Secret Gardens B&B - Las Vegas 

1-1/2 acre hacienda estate, pool, courtyards, 
flowers. Brochure 702-451-3231. Fax 702-434- 
0558 

Metro Hotel-San Francisco 

Victorian. Rates from $45.00. Near Castro all 
with private baths, cable TV, phone. 319 
Divisadero Street 415-861-5364 Fax: 415-863- 
1970. 

SantaFe! 

ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATIONS: A reservation 
service for reasonably priced vacation rentals. 
Daily /weekly /monthly 800-995-2272 /505- 
820-2468. 


New Mexico - Michael and Annie 

Adobe Casita Taos 505-751-1358. 


Salt Lake City Bed & Breakfast. Private home. 
30 minutes from ski resort 801-359-6334. 

Bed and Breakfast 

Roger's Place. San Francisco -Nob Hill $45. 

415-441-5191 “Where fantasies come alive!!!" 


Freedom At Sea 

Aboard the 75’ luxury motor yacht "JAMAL." 
Cruise beautiful Northwest waters from San 
Juan Islands to Desolation Sound, BC with an 
experienced captain and top San Francisco 
chef. King staterooms, private en suite baths for 
up to six guests. Call or write for brochures. 
206-688-1606, 1107 Bellefield Park Lane, 
Bellevue. WA 98004. Now taking reservations for 
April - October. 

Albuquerque 1897 Mauger B&B Close to all! 
Deluxe. Best deal! $59 & up Mobil & AAA 3 Star 
Rating. 505-242-8755 

West Hollywood Inn-Resort 

Walk to clubs, bars, gyms, from Key-West Style 
B&B. Pool, Spa, $59-$99 Tel 310-854-6915 

Castro District 
4 Nites - 5th Free 

Castillo Inn B&B -48 Henry Street -S.F. Steps to 
Castro & Downtown Street Cars. Clean -quiet - 
comfortable. Deluxe Continental Breakfast - 
Refrigerator /Microwave /Non-Smoking. From 
$50 Visa/MC -"Expires 3/31/95 800-865-5112 
415-864-5111. 

San Francisco - Castro B&B 

Clean, quiet, secure in great Castro location. 
Concierge, shared bath. Brett 415-255-1836. 

The Casitas at Old Town - A Glimpse of 
the pasL Furnished with NM Antiques 

Fully equipped kitchens, secluded patios set in 
a 19th century adobe compound. Walk to Old 
Town's shops and museums. Albuquerque, NM 
505-843-7479 

Salt Lake City Carnage House 

Enjoy a private relaxed stay on an exclusive 
historic estate in downtown SLC. Unique 
intimate carriage house with fireplace, kitchen, 
bedroom, and living room. One block from 
downtown. $90.00 daily, $450.00 weekly 801- 
575-6015. 

Taos Bed & Breakfast - New Mexico 

A perfect balance of privacy and personal 
attention. Hot tub, fireplaces, fabulous 
breakfast! Ski packages. Rave Reviews. The 
Ruby Slipper 505-758-0613. 


HAWAII 

Hana Plantation Houses, voted Hawaii's most 
romantic accommodations. Tropical and 
beachfront guest houses. Waterfalls, hiking, hot 
tubs, natural sunbathing, seclusion. Free map / 
brochure. 800-228-HANA 

Ola Hou Guest Retreat 

Enjoy true "Aloha" spirit in a tranquil garden 
setting in Kauai. For brochures and information 
call 800-772-4567. 

Maui Vacation Condos - Kihei 

Deluxe units, pool /tennis /views. $50-$130 for 
Rental or sales call 800-800-8608 

Honolulu Chauffeur with Pride! 

Airport "pick-up & lei" Prebook now at $25.00 
800-330-5598 

R B R Farms Bed n’ Breakfast 

Private quiet Macadamia nut & coffee 
plantation. Full breakfast served poolside. POB 
930, Captain Cook, Hawaii 96704 800-328- 
9212 Ph/Fx 

Garden Island Bed & Breakfast 
(Subsidiary G/l Realty) 

Experience Polynesian Paralysis! Beautiful 
home on Kauai's south shore near beaches, golf, 
restaurants. $50-$85. For information or 
brochure, call 800-558-5557 

Northshore-Kailua Maui Gardens 

Private cottages & 3 bedroom home-views /spa/ 
pool $65-$165 /Night. Brochure 800-258-8588 

Maui Magic Bed & Breakfast 

Ambiance-Island View Home 

Single $70 - Double $75 800-927-9618 
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Mala Lani Guesthouse on Kauai 

Luxurious private suites. Lush gardens. Jacuzzi. 
Excellent location. Free color brochure 808-823- 
0422 Fax 808-823-0420. 

Waikiki Studios & statewide B&B -$40+ Free 
Brochure 800-288-4666. 

KAUAI private oceanfront 1 bedroom condo. Rent 
from owners, brochure 800-HI-KAUAI. 


Busines^ggortun^ 

Florist and Gift Shop For Sale 

Sun City. California. 90 minutes from Laguna 
Beach. Very profitable. S150K, 909-679-1128. 

Key West - The First All-Male 
Guesthouse on the Island. 

Recently refurbished. Turn-key, profitable 
business investment. $950,000. Contact Jim at 
Monroe Realty. Inc. 800-493-4838. 

Publication For Sale. 12,000 copy, 40 page 
monthly magazine available in Las Vegas. 
Content: Models, Personals, 900#’s, 

entertainment. Price negotiable from $70K. 
Requires $30K down. 702-369-6260. 

SUCCESSFUL AD AGENCY in S. Florida seeks 
investor for purchase /merger /partnership. $1.3 
million annual sales. Straight, gay clients. For 
detailed information, send letter of interest, 
background to: ADS 4233 Royal Palms Avenue, 
Miami Beach, FL 33140 

West Hollywood Restaurant/Bar 

World famous. $2 million in sales. Includes 
property. $4 million with seller financing. Broker 
Mario Carron 818-881-9822. 

Mixing Business with Pleasure 

“The Lighted Tree” Restaurant & Lounge, Pass- 
A-Grille Beach Florida, now for sale. Casual 
garden atmosphere, Just steps to beach, new 

4.000 square foot building & guest house. 

$639,000, terms available. Michael Seimetz, 
Coldwell Banker 800-786-6927. 

Business Opportunity in the Sun! 

A restaurant/bar/nightclub with the best 
reputation on St. Thomas and a strong gay 
following is offered for sale. Also an elegant 
villa within 5 minutes walk used as a gay B&B 
guest house. Both in mint “walk-in” condition. 
Owner needs time for other projects. $300,000 
and $550,000, or $750,000 for the pair. Call 
Robert 809-776-1529. 

Gay Resorts For Sale 

2 resorts in Saugatuck, Michigan $250,000 
each. Package of two only $450,000. Owner 
retires. Write Resorts, POB 11473, Chicago. IL 
60611 Fax 312-348-6000 Call 312-929-0001. 

Plant Nursery 

Established business, real estate, house, truck 
and equipment. $280K. Free training and 
assistance for one year. Nursery, 3425 Morris St. 
N. St. Petersburg, Florida 33713. 

Pride! Card Pack 
Offers Guaranteed Responses 

We'll print and mail your two color postcard to 

100.000 mail responsive gay households for 
less than 3t each! 201-991-7800. 


Merchandise For Sale 


China Finders 

China Matching Service. Most major brands. 
Discontinued. 2923 Landover St. Alexandria, VA 
22305 800-900-2557 703-683-2557. 


Or^amzation^ 


US and World Penpals 


Over 1,800 members. No $ needed. Open to all. 
MAK POB 83, Tujunga, CA 94103 USA. 


Nationwide Gay Pilots Association 
Totally discreet 703-660-3852 

The Callas Circle 

The Magazine for admirers of the late great 
Maria Callas. For information, write to: 64 
Empire Court, North End Road, Wembly HA9 OAQ 
UK. Enclose IRC for reply. Join the Circle! Viva 
Maria! 


Mormons: 213-874-8424 


Seventh Day Adventists Kinship 

Current or former SDA’s and friends, call 714- 
248-1299 USA- 905-432-2867 Canada 


450+ definitely NOT boring worldwide PP 
profiles. Infopak: 2 stamps/ 1 RC's to: 

Contacts, POB 1571, Ogdensburg NY 13669 

Gaypen Worldwide Friendship 

Individual portfolios of UK-Europe-ltaly- 
Australia-Russia-Asia-Orient-Anywhere! Info 
Slpp BCM GLI, London WC1N3XX. UK 

PenPals 

Worldwide Penpals is the one for you. POB 6243 
Dothan, Alabama 36302. 


International Writing Club 

Quarterly newsletter and booklet listing quality 
gays and lesbians from US and the world. 
Lambda International, POB 17058. Boulder, CO 
80308 USA. 


Professional Services 


ADOPTION 

Looking to Adopt? 

-Private Placement Adoptions -No waiting Lists 
-Single Parent & Gay/Lesbian Couples 
successfully matched with birthmothers -For 
more information, call the ADOPTION CENTER 
800-637-7999. 


ANSWERING & 
MAIL SERVICE 

Confidential Forwarding Worldwide. Voice Mail. 
Mailpost , 2421G Pratt Street, Chicago, IL 60645 
312-764-0100 800-890-3199. 


ASTROLOGY 

Love, Romance, Money, Success 
Ask Astrologers Live! 

Personal, private, one-on-one. 900-476-9500 
ext. 641. $2.99/minute. Average call 12 
minutes. Average call $36. Must be over 18. 
Touch tone phone required. Customer Service, 
Strausscomm, Carmel, CA 408-625-1910. 

Astrological Interpretations 

Get your personalized birthchart, personality 
profile, horoscope and more! Send name, 
birthdate, time, place. $10. TStudios, POB 
9511, Louisville, KY 40209-0511. 

Astrological Charts. 

Forget the 900 Numbers!!! 

We do charts based on your birth-time, place 
and date. 25 to 30 pages long and none are 
more than $25.00. For brochure send SASE: 
NAGART, POB 2511, Palm Springs, CA 92263 or 
call 619-329-3944. 


COUNSELING 
/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Professional & Sensitive Help 

Phone therapy: Licensed Doctors experienced in 
gay issues. 1-900-773-PSYC. Sun -Mon 8pm- 
2am $2.00 Minute. 


Use this form to place your ad in 

Marketspace 


Optional headlines $12.00 per line, maximum of 2 
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ONE CHARACTER PER SPACE 


Optional hea dline 































ONE CHARACTER PER SPACE 


TEXT OF AD. $1.60 per word. 10 word minimum 

If you need more space, attach an extra sheet. 


PLACE MY AD IN THIS CATEGORY: (Check one) 

□ Real Estate-Sales & Rentals □Merchandise For Sale Q Mail Order 

□ Travel & Accommodations □Merchandise Wanted □Etc. 

□ Business Opportunities □ Organizations 

□ Employment □ Professional Services 


CALCULATE THE COST OF YOUR AD (PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE) 


HEADLINE: NUMBER OF LINES: 


X $ 12.00 = 


AD TEXT: NUMBER OF WORDS: 


x$ 1.60 = 


SUBTOTAL 


NUMBER OF ISSUES AD IS TO RUN 

*1 

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT 


TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 



Display ads are available in three sizes: Frequency discounts for all advertising: 

1" x 1 5/8” = $90 6 consecutive issues, 10% off 

2" x 1 5/8" = $160 12 consecutive issues, 15% off 

3” x 1 5/8” = $231 24 consecutive issues, 20% off 

Call (213) 871-1225 x 3039 for artwork specs 

Make check or money order payable to LPI, 
or use your VISA or MasterCard. DO NOT SEND CASH. 


Name. 


Address 

Cltv State 


ZIP 


Phone ( ) 

MasterCard 


Exp. 


Visa 


Exd. 


Auth. signature 

RETURN THIS FORM, ALONG WITH PAYMENT TO: 

LPI, Attn: Marketspace 
P.O. Box 4371 

Los Angeles, CA 900784371 
OR FAX TO: (213) 467-0173 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES: 

Issue Deadline On sale 

679 Mar 06 Apr 04 

680 Mar 20 Apr 18 

681 Apr 03 May 02 


All copy changes must be received by The Advocate in writing by the deadline of the issue in 
which the new copy will appear and accompanied by payment for any additional text. There is a 
$20 cancellation fee. Advertising of a sexual nature will not be accepted. All copy for Marketspace 
advertising is subject to approval of the publisher. 
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your own 

Advocate 



dramatic red & black. Great gift for yourself or friends. Individually 
boxed. Limited quantity - place your order today. 

Call The Advocate toll-free Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 10 pm central 
time to place your order. $5.95 each plus $1 shipping & handling. 

(800) 827-0561 


Wear our 10O % cotton 
T-shirt anywhere! 



Order Yours Today! 


Call The Advocate 

(800) 827-0561 


Sizes M, L, XL 

$12.95 each 


IVLF, 7:30am to 10pm Central Time (plus S1.25 handling) 


FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

Taxpayer Tips Hotine 
Call Now for Tips on Howto: 

-Amend your past tax records -Avoid making 
common mistakes -Keeping from causing an 
audit. 900-988-0194 ext. 349. $2.00 per 
minute. Average call 2 minutes. Average cost 
per call $4.00. Maximum cost $10. Touch tone 
phone required. Must be over 18. Strausscomm, 
Carmel. CA 408-625-1910. 


INTRODUCTIONS 

ISO Mate? Safe Dating Match 
Find it through the Stars. 

Write for free and full information. 51 
MacDougal Street, Suite 374, New York, NY 
10012 


Meet Someone Now! 
1-900-988-1567, Ext 14 

Find that special friend or lover. Build a Gay 
Network. Answer voice mails or leave your own 
message. 24 -hour service. Touch Tone phone. 
18+ . $1.98 minute. Average call 7 minutes. 
Mates 213-993-9459. 


★ ★ DISCOVER ★ ★ 

YOUR GAY & LESBIAN UNIVERSE 

Get acquainted with 
new friends instantly. 

1-900-737-GAYS 

NEW LISTINGS DAILY BY AREA CODE. 

Call now! 18+ $1.99/min. MF1 


Attention Advertisers 

Check your ad carefully when it initially 
appears. We cannot be responsible for errors or 
minor copy changes after the first issue of 
publication. If you find an error, please contact 
our Classified Department immediately for 
corrections. The Advocate assumes no financial 
responsibility for error or ommission of copy. 
This publication reserves the right to reject, edit 
and determine the proper classification of any 
classified ad at any time. 

Dignity Gay/Lesbian Dateline 
1-900-680-8788 Ext 471 

Meet friends or the love of your life. $2.00 /min. 
24 Hours Daily. 18+ Avcomm 305-525-0800. 

THE LETTER...Where men meet. John Lynn POB 
40603, Nashville, TN 37204. 


PSYCHIC 

Live Psychic Advisor 
1-900-288-5050, Ext 690 

All your questions answered 24 hours daily. 
$2.99 /minute. 18+ Avcomm 305-525-0800. 

Mail Order 

FILMS/ 

V I D E 0 S / M U S I C 
Banned In America 

Flaming Creatures, Stop the Church, and other 
lesbian /gay cutting edge videos available at 
wholesale prices. Su Friedrich. Mike Kuchar, 
many more. Franklin Media 800-822-0626 for 
listings. 

Kd Melissa Indigo Girls 

Over 100 items from all over the world. Video, 
posters, photos, music, songbooks, backstage 
passes and more! Send $1.00 (refundable with 
first order) to: Music for the Masses. POB 
90272, San Jose, CA 95109 (1245Mildred) 

Attention 

Services and products are not tested, nor are 
they guaranteed. The appearance of advertising 
does not imply nor does it constitute 
endorsement by The Advocate. 


LIVE OPERA PERFORMANCES SINCE 1930's. 
Audio/video cassette. Fabulous selection! Free 
computerized catalog -Live Opera. POB 1341, 
Steinway Station L.I.C. NY 11103 

Capture those Special Moments 

without inhibiting spontaneity with our 
inexpensive covert video cameras. For 500 
product catalog, send $3 USA, $5 Inti to: The 
Spy Store, Inc. 9986 N. Newport Hwy #224A, 
Spokane. WA 99218. 


GIFTS 

Promote Tolerance 

Celebrate Diversity: Sexual, Religious, Cultural 
& Gender. T-shirts, Pins, Notecards & Posters. 
Info: 1958 Prospect Street, Sarasota, FL 34239 

Gary’s Sew Gay Needlecrafts 

New! Easy to read counted cross stitch patterns 
and/or complete kits designed with your lifestyle 
in mind. For a catalog, contact: GSG 
Needlecrafts, 1174 S. Diamond Bar Boulevard, 
4311, Diamond Bar, CA 91765 909-861-0914. 

The Royal Palms Colection 

A NEW gay/lesbian catalog full of exiting and 
distinctive gifts. Call 800-237-PALM 

LAPD & NYPD Use First 

Defense Pepper Spray & so can you! Send $11 
per unit +$5 S&H (per order regardless of 
((ordered) to The Spy Store (See ad in 
Films/Videos/Music tor mailing address). 

Attention 

Mai Order Advertisers 

The California Business and Professional Code 
#17538.5 states “It is unlawful in the sale or 
ottering for sale of consumer goods or services 
for any person conducting a mail order or 
catalog business in this state and utilizing a 
post office box address (or mail drop address) to 
fail to disclose the legal name under which 
business is done and the complete street 
address from which business is actually 
conducted in all advertising and promotional 
materials including order blanks and forms." 
Your compliance with this Code greatly 
expedites the processing of your Mail Order ad. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Gay & Lesbian Theme Products! 

Mugs, Steins, T-'s Caps & More. Receive $3,00 
credit by sending $2.00 for brochure to: The Mug 
Rack, POB 1231, Dept. B104G, Concord, 
California 94522. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
/POSTERS 

Male Stars— send $5, refundable for AdvMk 
Catalog, 3003 NE Knott Street, Portland, OR 
97212. 18+ Personal use statement required. 
Inquiries: send SASE. 

MISCELLANEOUS 


AIDS: a Story of Victory 
in the Mountains of Haiti. 

Near death, his family digs his 
grave. No medicine, no hope, he 
was rapidly slipping away. 

Hear about his profound and 
electrifying recovery and a 
missionary from heaven. The 
astonishing true story of survival 
and of a lite restored, hear of his 
healing therapy that could change 
your life. Testimonies are pouring 
in from everywhere. 

Hear this story on Cassette $5 or 
Full Info Pack $15. Send name, 
address & phone# to: 

Buckets of Blessings Ministries 
3521 W. 42nd St., Suite #15 
Davenport, IA 52806 
(No phone calls please.) 
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Palm Springs, California 


PALM SPRINGS CALIFORNIA By Jim Kavanaugh 

PALM SPRINGS - "It's an odd town in a 1 960's time warp with retro- 
architecture, where women with beehive hairdos still can be seen and shoppers 
find thrift stores laden with American kitsch." 

It's Palm Springs. Well, from the point of view of the Conde' Nast Traveler, 
a travel magazine. According to the 14-page spread in the September *94 issue, 
Palm Springs is "fast becoming the hippest destination on the map’ 

"It's hot... it's back, it's Palm Springs." 

WANT MORE FREE DESTINATION INFORMATION ? 

The Palm Springs Visitors Guide" & "The Gay Guide to Palm Springs" 
Together they show you where to go, what to see, dining, nightlife & more. 
The City of Palm Springs will send you both comprehensive free guides, thy're 
indispensable I Call 1-800-34-SPRINGS Be sure to ask for the Gay Guide! 

For hotel brochures, simply call the Individual hotels advertising here! 


HIGH-SEXUAL TEMPERATURE' 

. . .OUT & ABOUT MAG. 

Find Out Why At 


Palm Springs 

, Vjk* The Private Resort 

’■ ; M T ^ Hotel For Men 
— I 16-Man Jacuzzi, 

^ Nude Sunbathing, 

> Heated Pool, 

* TVs, VCRs, 
Breakfast & Lunch 

800*793*0063 61 9*322*CAM P 

722 San Lorenzo Rd, Palm Springs CA 92264 




d PtUm S/vtiityi 


\AAAAAAAA/ 


A Romantic Getaway ...A Tennis & Golfers Delight 
a A Luxury Mainline Property a Gay Managed 
a Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Plush Suites, Full Kits. 
a Private Patios a Large Pool & Jacuzzi 
a Walking Distance to Shops, and Popular Gay 
Bars and Restaurants 

1 - 800 - 350-2633 

680 West Arenas Road. Palm Springs. CA 92262 
Fax 619-322-7672 

"Tree S*vvuM*neHt 
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A MAN S PRIVATE PARADISE! THE 

W COLUMN/ 
RESORT 

The BEAUTY of a lush tropical paradise. 
The COMFORT of a private retreat. 

RESERVATIONS 

Jj^^^^^800- O 798^0655 


£ 


Hacienda en Sueho 

Luxurious one-bedroom 
t centrally air-conditioned 
jjj apartments with private 
-i phones and every amenity 
^lrt^ including two large 
swimming pools and a bubbling spa 
over lots of secluded tropical privacy 
with Micro Cool misting systems and 
free use of Gold's gym 

586 Warm Sands Drive, 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 
Color Brochure & Reservations: 
1 - 800 - 359-2007 



A PRIVATE 
RESORT 

♦ Large pool & jacuzzi 

♦ Natural sunbathing 

♦ Very private grounds 

♦ Clean tasteful rooms 
and poolside suites 

♦ TV's. VCR's phones 

♦ Great mountain views 
« Continental breakfast 

♦ Fun friendly staff 

715 San Lorcvo Road 
Palm Springs. CA 92264 

61 9 - 325-9723 
800 - 572-2779 


Palm Springs' Premier Resort S#ce 1975 

A Special Oasis! Lush tropical garden setting in the heart 
of Palm Springs. Spa. two large pools, natural sunbathing, 
bicycles, diverse video library, free Golds Gym passes. 
Complimentary breakfast, lunch and beverages. 

Ask about our "Romance* packages. 

Color brochure upon request. 


525 Warm Sands Drive 
Palm 5prings. CA 92264 

. (600) 327-2985 
(619) 327-5913 

(619)327-8931 Fax 





Canyon * Club 


$49-$69 

midweek , 


A 


r weekends 

$59-$79 


32 ROOMS, walk to downtown, clothing-optional, 
STEAM ROOM & SAUNA, huge pool and spa, ALL- 
MALE video channels, A/C, phones, private patios 

800 - 295-2582 

619-322-4367 fax: 619-322-4024 

internet: CanyonClub@aol.com 
jeO^NTalm^CanyonJTrJPalmjSp^ 



Escape... Within the 
privacy of our beautifully 
landscaped and gated m^r , , - 
grounds. Nine studio, 1 & 

2 bedroom suites await... 
offering the amenities you 
deserve. All just steps 
from a sparkling heated k 
pool and soothing spa... where swim suits are 
optional. Casually inviting, lovingly maintained. © 


NATURAL SUNBATHING 




Triangle Inn 

For RESERVATIONS OR A COLOR BROCHURE 
SEE YOUR IGTA TRAVEL AGENT OR CALL 

800/ 732*7555 or 6 19/ 322*7993 

555 San Looln/o Road Palm Sprngs CA 92264 




Ttum 


Vista Qrande 

2 POOLS NTTE * DAY 
2 JACUZZI’S 
MIST SYSTEM 
ROCK GROTTO 


PRIVATE RESORTS 


“ASK ABOUT OUR EXOTIC WATERFALLS** 

Reservations: 1-800-669-1069 

619/322-2404 

574 WARM SANDS DR. • PALM SPRINGS, CA 92264 


©1994 Details Inn Advertising 


Palm Springs, California 
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accommodations {or 
special rates. For a FREE 


CypRESs House 

A spot is waiting for you 
by the pool 

Enjoy pure luxury in 
Old Key West 

The people . . . the place. . . 
the ambiance. 


njov the comforts of a traditional inn featuring 
breakfast and afternoon hospitality hour. 
Private bath • Pool • Spa • Refrigerators 
• Tropical Gardens • Just off Duval St. 

Your hosts, Gary' and Bob 

511 Eaton St., Key West FL 33040 
800-294 -2170 • 305 - 292-2170 




Key Lodge in Key West 


601 Caroline St. 
Key West, FL 
33040 


It's like staying with a friend ... 1 *800 * 45 8 * 1 296 

Key Lodge is a little different. We're in the heart of old town. The environment 
is friendly and private ... the company, mixed. Our accommodations are 
first rate. Individually decorated rooms, each with color TV, AC, refrigerator, 
phone and ceiling fan. Heated pool. Color brochure available. 

1004-A DUVAL ST. KEY WEST, FL 33040 • (305) 296-9915 / 296-9750 
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A Guesthouse for Men 


LIME 

HOUSE 

INN 


Beautiful Gardens. Beautiful Rooms. Beautitul Men. 

Pool & Spa, Nude Sunning, Private Baths, Kitchens, 
Phones, TV & A/C. 2 Blocks to Duval St. 
800-374-4242 • 305-296-2978 
FAX 305-294-5858 

219 Elizabeth St., Key West, FL 33040 


Exclusively for Men -11/2 blocks to Duval 

Large Rooms & Apartments with Private Bath 
AC. Bahama Fans & Complimentary Breakfast. 
623 Southard St., Key West. FL 33040 




RijbyS 


At Historic Key West Lighthouse, 
an exquisitely relaxed compound of 
cottages, rooms, suites and apartments, 
nestled in over a half-acre of sundecks 
and tropical gardens. Just a block from 
Duval Street Bars, Restaurants and Shops. 
Heated pool, Jacuzzi, Health Club, Cafe 
and Bar , across from Hemingway's house. 
902 Whitehead, Key West, FL 33040 
(305) 294-9588 




At the heart of everything 

So many pleasures come together Ouiet & 
seclusion. Just half a block from Di/val St Luxury touches - 
sumptuous beds, supenhick towels. A full breakfast served 
poolside each morning The charm of the house, 
the lushness of the pool - you’ll feel right at home 
(All rooms with A/C. ceiling fans, refrigerator-bars, color TV 
Complimentary breakfast cocktail hours.) 

409 Appelrouth Lane/ • Key West, FL 33040 
305-296-2323 • 1-800 -477-RUBY 


BRASS KEY 
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EATON LODGE 


PRIVATE FRIENDLY FUN 


9 § 

“Highly recommended.” 

- OUT S ABOUT 

One of Key West’s most impressive 
and refined lodgings.” 

- The Advocate 

“Intimate... nicely done.” 

t Conde Nast Traveler 





CoMpletely Ren ovated Oceanbicut limit 

ATLANTIC yjIjLwv 


The enchanting 

Rainbow House 

Key West ’s Only r'<G 
Exclusively Womyn sK! r f j 
Guest House's J f 

/ ' /re 

1 - 800 - 749-6696 \ L(f \ 

1-305-292-1450 ///" 


ItSORT *KCY WEST 


71 Rooms - Restaurant - Nightclub 
Clothing Optional Pool • Tea Dance 
510 South St. Key West TLHOU) 

800.5Z6.3S59 - 305.296.2491 


EXPERIENCE. 


STREET 

STATION 


WAY TO OUR WORLD 
t Distinctive Lodging 
for Men & WoKen 
with Unparalleled 

I ■, Service 

1 -800-ARRIVAL 
305-532-9341 
fax: 305-534-0362 

South Miami Beach, 
rah Jose, Costa Rica 

But A Suite of Mind" 


YOUR Ev 


Swim Nude 

et, secluded, 
-ith AC/TV. 
duded. 

Newton Street Station 

1414 Newton St., Key West, FL 53040 
800-248-2457 305-294-4288 
FAX 305-292-5062 


Guesthouse for Gay Men. Sun or 

Your tropical retreat m Key West. Qui 
romantic location. 

Modest rates. Continental breakfast 




Poolside Breakfast 
Secluded Sundecks 
Clothing Optional 
Heated Pool • Private Bath 
Free Fully-Equipped Gym 
Off-Street Parking 

Many more amenities-call for details 

800 - 995-4786 

305 - 294-5188 

915 Windsor Lane Key West, FL 33040 


Large Pool & Spa In a Tropical Garden Setting. 

Friendly, Relaxed Atmosphere. 
Competitive Rates. All Rooms With Private Bath. 

Enjoy the Best Vacation of Your Life! 

Your Hosts, Jim & Tom 


More than a 
guesthouse... 
Paradise 


Call or Write For Our Color Brochure 
521 United St., Key West, FL 33040 

305-296-7467 • 800-282-PINE 


Escape... To our Historic Inn with 
breezy tropical gardens in the heart of 
Old Town... all welcome. 

815 Duval St./Kev West, FL 33040 
(305) 294-1666 • 800-22-DUVAL 


Sun-warvbip taken vcriaiuuy. 

For reservations or information, call 1-800-654-9919. 


Panoramic Rooftop Sundecks • Secluded Wood 
Decked Pool • Relaxed Hospitality • Tropical 
Elegance • Apartments Also Available 
817 Fleming St. • Key West, FL 33040 
( 305 ) 296-5 107 ( 800 ) 262-6055 


ALEXANDER'S 


1118 Fleming Street. Key West, Florida 33040 


SBS1 


Rates (h I in 3/1/95- CC 4/24/95- 
from a> MU 4/23/95 '>'>'> 6/30/95 
Dbl. occ./Sub. to avail./exd. holidays,' spec, events 


CURRY HOUSE 

KEY WESTS PREMIER GUESTHOUSE FOR MEN 
Key West’s original bed & breakfast 
exclusively serving men for more than 
20 years. Friendly. Elegant. Affordable. 
Large Pool & Jacuzzi 
(305) 294-6777 • (800) 633-7439 
806 Fleming St., Key West, FL 33040 
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Last Word 

Camille Paglia 

Language and the Left 


f FOR 20 YEARS THE LANGUAGE OF THE AMERI- 
can Left has become increasingly debased. 
Progressive politics is now too often merely 
empty rhetoric, divorced from the everyday 
life of the people for whom liberals claim 
to speak. 

If the Democratic Party is to recover from its cata- 
clysmic defeat in the November 1994 election, attention 
must be paid to the quality and tone of its public pro- 
nouncements. First, there must be an immediate morato- 
rium on the saccharine Victorian scenarios of suffering- 
but-noble beggars, waifs, and cripples on which 
Democrats have overrelied in their speeches to prove 
their “compassion” versus Republican “callousness.” This 
strategy of portraying the GOP as the Marie Antoinette 
party of the arrogant rich has been ineffective since the 
1968 election, when Richard M. Nixon won the presi- 
dency with the support of disaffected 
middle-class Democrats with working- 
class roots. As the Democratic Party lost 
its traditional proletarian base, its super- 
structure became dominated in the 70s 
and ’80s by a white upper-middle-class 
professional elite whose contact with la- 
borers was nil and whose victim-centered 
language about the working class was 
condescending and paternalistic. To this 
day leading Democrats constandy project a nauseating 
caricature of themselves as saindy Lady Bountifuls minis- 
tering to the helpless, pathetically grateful serfs. 

As a libertarian Democrat who hopes to vote for Bill 
Clinton again, I wish my party would clean up its act. 
Democrats have become unctuous sentimentalists and 
Orwellian thought-police, abusing and deadening lan- 
guage with cliche and cant. The decline of progressive 
politics was shown by the fact that it was liberals who 
supported the totalitarian campus speech codes while 
conservatives defended free speech— a complete reversal 
of their positions in the McCarthyite ’50s. 

All fear of “offensive” speech is bourgeois and reac- 
tionary. Historically, profane or bawdy language was 
common in both the upper and the lower classes, who 
lived together in rural areas amid the untidy facts of na- 
ture. Notions of propriety and decorum come to the fore 
in urbanized periods ruled by an expanding middle 
class, which is obsessed with cleanliness, respectability, 
and conformism. Bland euphemisms and circumlocu- 
tions abound, as when Victorians spoke of a pregnant 
woman as being “in an interesting condition.” 

Working-class style is far more aggressive and vigor- 
ous than that of the effete, self-censored wordsmiths 
who emote at us from the rostra of the Democratic Party 
and its special-interest groups. Today’s Democrats have 


become hypocrites and pharisees, a smug, clubby estab- 
lishment concerned with showy, sanctimonious rituals 
rather than self-critique. 

Liberals’ addiction to melodramas of victimhood has 
been particularly counterproductive in the national de- 
bate over abortion. While I support abortion rights, I 
loathe the grotesquely inflammatory language used for 15 
years by many abortion organizations, which portray their 
opponents as “fanatics” and “right-wing extremists . . . fan- 
ning the flames of pro-choice hatred.” Pro-life activists, in 
this view, are never motivated by ethics; they are “oppo- 
nents of women’s empowerment” determined to “deny 
women their basic rights.” (I quote from recent mailings 
by Planned Parenthood, to which I belong.) 

The hysterical Manichaean language of abortion lead- 
ers who starkly see the world as a batde between good 
and evil has polarized the nation. Those women have 
wasted untold millions of dollars in shrill 
advertising campaigns whose propaganda 
has prevented liberals from recognizing 
the genuinely moral forces that drive 
most of the pro-life movement It is not 
surprising that having manipulated their 
Washington cronies into using fascist tac- 
tics to curb legitimate pro-life protests, 
feminist leaders have now left clinics (not 
designed as fortresses) vulnerable to 
murderous attacks by lunatic commandos. 

The moment when authentic liberalism turned delu- 
sional may well have been the Anita Bryant controversy 
of 1977, when a perky, all-American, over-the-hill singer 
who hawked orange juice was hounded and destroyed 
because she said, amid a Florida fight over gay rights, 
that the Bible condemns homosexuality. The latter 
point— which seems to me as an atheist historically in- 
controvertible— was never honesdy dealt with by liberals. 
For years Christian ministers addressing the issue on 
talk shows were screamed at and silenced by gays, 
egged on by liberal hosts. That strategy of intimidation 
was stupidly shortsighted, since religious fundamental- 
ism was gaining ground worldwide. 

The ignominious defeat of Anita Bryant intoxicated 
liberal activists with their new rhetorical style of cheap 
derision, which they were to use again and again. Short- 
circuiting serious inquiry and real thought, it was to lead 
them into disastrously underestimating the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, Dan Quayle, Rush Limbaugh, and 
Newt Gingrich, all of whom were spokesmen for pro- 
found changes in the culture. There is reason for con- 
cern about a new regime of utilitarian politics that over- 
values sectarian piety and devalues art. But liberals 
cannot offer a promising alternative until they analyze 
their own systematic failures. 


Victim-centered 
language about 
the working class is 
condescending and 
paternalistic. 
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| terminally ill... 
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i When someone you know has AIDS, you’ll want them to 
know about us. We’re a company that helps people gain 
control of their lives financially. By accelerating an already 
existing life insurance policy, we open a whole new window 

i 

of opportunity for them. 

I 

! 

We’re the only fully-funded, gay owned and operated settle- 

' 

I 

ment company that doesn’t look at our clients as just another 

I 

investment. All of us at Page & associates, inc* provide the 

I 

best personal service the industry can offer. We feel that our 

i 

| 

Lifeline Program’ 7 meets the special needs of the gay termi- 

l 
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nally ill, both financially and personally. 1-800-572-4346 
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Los Angeles ▼ Cleveland ▼ 



there are options. 












